
WHY WE MUST AVOID 


A 

CIVIL WAR 

IN 

im? 


I 


TARA SINGH 





PREFACE 


In politics, as well as m physics, action and 
reaction are equal and opposite The Hindu hooligans 
in Bihar have reacted violently to the communal con- 
flagration lit large in blood by the Muslim hooligans 
in Bengal But in neither case has the sanguinar}'’ 
retaliation gone home, because only poor innocent 
Hindus have suffeied in Bengal as the poor innocent 
Muslims have suff red in Bihar la either case the 
people who have paid the price of rank communalism 
are blood of oui blood and the bone of our bone 
Mother India is poorer by the loss of these sturdy 
children 

The roseate lionzen of Indian independence is 
over-shadowed with the daik clouds of a civil war - 
The Gieat Communal Killing has squeezed the blood 
out of voung hopes of the freedom-fighter j. Are the 
threats of fiery fascists to be materialised 

The British imperialists have always puisued the 
notorious policy of divide-and-rule m India A civil 
wai IS the culmination of divide et impena- Nothing 
will please the British more than that Hindus and 
Muslims should cut the throats of one anothei and 
leave the slate clean for the imperialists to write upon 
Shall we play into the hands pf our masVer 

In this book an effort has been made to show 
that no genuine grounds exist in India for a ciyil war 
The Hindu-Muslim differences are not irieconcilable 
There is much common giouild' between the two 
communities and communalism is only the product of 
interested politicians who want to exploit the pc or and 
Ignorant masses to feather their ov n nests 
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The boot has been divided into three sections The 
first part comprises the recent political moves hedged 
round the Great Calcutta Kilhng which has caused a 
deep constematiou in the heart of every patriot and 
peace loving citizen In the second section a scientific 
study has been made of the communal problems and 
a popular solution has been offered within the reach of 
every man and woman who has the welfare of his 
motherland at his or her heart In the third section 
have been brought out ideological differences between 
Gandhi and Jinnah Congress and League Hindustan 
and Pakistan Hinduism and Islam It will be found 
that the differences can be easily bridged over if we 
are prepared to accommodate each o her If we differ 
BO much that we cannot ogrec let us at least agree 
to differ 

The wounds of India will be cured in India The 
problems of ours will be solved b> our efforts No 
number of pilgrimages undertaken by Jmnahs and 
Jawaharlals to the shores of Thames will bnng us the 
holy water that Will quench the thirst of the mas es 
of India Slutual understanding of the common 
people will alone dig for us the cIiKir of freedom out of 
the stony earth of Hindustan Therefore let us gird 
up our loins roll up our sleeves and work for com 
munal harmony Our struggle for freedom hns got 
Jumbled up with communalism and consequent!} 
we must fight at both the fronts Fraternity will 
bring fre^om as surely os freedom will create 
fraternit} 

Lahore T S 

December 8 1040 


To use yiolence for securing rights may 
seem an easy pach, but it proves to be thorny m 
the long run. Those who live by the sword die 
also by the sword. The swimmer often dies by 
drowning. 


Mahatma Gandhi 
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CHAPTER I 

THE GREAT CALCUTFA KILLING 

Will there be a civil war in India ^ Shall we be 
so foolish as to kill our countrymen ? Will a Hindu 
brother and a Muslim brother cut the throat of each 
other ? Shall we be so silly as to kill our kith and kin 
forgthe tamasha of the British imperialists ? Does 
our religion teach us to murder our time-honoured 
neighbours ? Shall we destroy ourselves so t'- at the 
foreigners may inherit our hearths and homes ^ Do not 
the Hindu and the Muslim belong to the same race ? 
Are we not the sons and daughters of the same soil ? 

The threat of civil war is the burning problem 
of today The Great Calcutta Killing has sen a 
wave of horror down the spine of every Indian 
throughout the length and breadth of the countiy. 
The peace-’o/mg peasants whisper to each other, 
‘Is civil war really c iming 

The Calcutta massacre has been rightly called 
the ‘civil war rehearsal’. The League leaders have 
openly praised their success in the creation of distur- 
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banccs as a protest against the Congress, and thereby 
thcyi have’held a pistol to the breast of many peace 
lovingj* citizens —* and there are millions of them 
both j Hindus and Muslims — who do not belong to 
any’ pcJitical party at all It is happy to note that 
Jmnah'has condemned hooliganism but hehastned 
to give a clean sheet to the Bengal Muslim League 
Ministry twho may fairly b held responsible for tb<» 
blood bath 


I 

JINNAH CONDEMNSiHOOLIGANISM 

• 

On August 17 1946 immediately upon hearing 
about the riots in Calcutta} Mr Jmnab condemned 
hooliganism with a pinch c^salr 

I unreservedly condemn the acts of violence 
and deeply sympathise with those who have suffered 
said Mr M A Jnnab At present I do not know 
who IS responsible for the resultant loss of life and 
property, which has been reported in the press 

*I have no official report from any quarter 
either the provincial Muslim League Executive or the 
Government of Bengal 

Those who arc gu3ty of resortmg to indefensible 
conduct and hooliganism must be dealt with according 
CO law, 83 their actions were (so far as the Mushm 
I^gue IS concerned) contrary to expressed mstnic 
tioDi and they have only played into the hands of 
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enemies of the N'luslim League 

“It may be the action of agents provocateur. I 
do not believe that any Muslim Leaguer would have 
taken part in using any violence, but, if any have 
broken the strict and solemn instructions to conduct 
themselves peacefully, I have no doubt in my mind 
that the Provincial Muslim League will not fail to 
take immediate action against them. 

‘ I await the authoritative reports before I can 
say anything further." 

Mr. Jinnah said that the news-papers had 
contained reports of unarmed Muslim Leacuers going 
to the affected areas and helping ro restore order 
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CO-OPERATION OR SURRENDER ? 

Mr Jinnah refused to offer a hand of co-operation 
to Pandit Jdwahar Lai Nehru in the formation of the 
Interim Government On the other hand, he mi-took 
the friendly offer for an invitation to surrender He 
said m a statement issued from Bombay on August 
18 , 1946 — 

« 

“Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru would have been 
nearer the truth if, "instead of saying that there was 
lack of co-operation from the Muslim League, he 
had said that the Muslim League was not prepared 
to surrender and it would have been still more true 
if, instead of saying that rh; Congress doors of co- 


nominees mcfuding one Moslim of their choice that 
this Cabinet would be responsible only to the pr‘»sent 
Central Legislative Assembly where I may point out 
the Congress has got at leisc three votes aSeinstone 
of ihe Mushm League and further that the Viceroy 
would be the constitutional Governor-General and 
must not exercise his veto Nor should any other 
external authority intefere with this Cabinet It was 
not that he was forming the Executive Council of the 
Governor-General under the framework of the 
present constitution but the Government so formed 
would be a provisional National Government This 
was the plan he disclosed to me and it was obvious 
that I should possibly accept such a propo al because 
after that there would remain nothing to talk about 
the Muslim demand and our goal of Pakistan 

From what he has announced in his press 
conference I gather that bn pfesition is more or less 
the same In his press conference which waa very 
long-drawn he has said many things but I do not 
propose to controvert all the details and shall deal 
only with the mam points 

He 18 reported to have said that almost all 
others were willing to cooperate with the Congress 
except the Muslim League. Who are the others ? 
The Sikhs have changed four times already and the 
fifth time It may be our good luck and they may 
become our friends. Even their last dfcmon as Master 
Tara Smgh explamcd was not unanimous and he 
the leader of the Akali party was himself oppostd 
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to It but It a compromise for the particular 

purpose of wecking the Group “B” with the help 

of the Conjjress which the latter has promised. The 

Scheduled Castes, who, I am sorry to say, have been 

let down by the Viceroy, are furiously opposed to 

♦ 

the Congress and the Christian organisation is 
certainly not with the Congress nor are the Anglo- 
Indians or the Parsis. It is only the Caste Hindu 
Fascist Congress and their few individual henchmen 
of other communities who want to be installed in 
power and authority of the Government of India to 
dominate and rule over the Mussalmans and other 
minority communities of India with the aid of British 
bayonets. When he was asked if the Muslim League 
resorted to direct action when power is handed over 
to the Congress what would be the attitude of the 
Congress," Pandit Nehru replied making it clear, that 
they would crush the Muslim League or, if they fail, 
the Government would go down. When be says that 
the League will be crushed if we resort to direct 
action be talks with confidence, for he relies upon the 
shelter and support of the baton of Field Marshal 
Wdvell. 

“It cannot be said with any qualm of conscience ” 
says Mr Jinn ah, ‘that the minority has placed a 
veto on the advance of the majority community. 
For we have accepted the considered final proposals 
of the Mission and the Viceroy both with regard to 
long-term and the Interim Government — although 
they were not quite satisfactory to us — and it is the 
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Congress that has rejected them both by their veto 
and intransigent attitude Now the question is 
whether this majority is going to be installed m power 
on Its own terms by the British Government to rule 
the Mussalmans and ihe mmonnes with the help 
of British blood and treasure ? It is inconceivable that 
Mr Attlee the Prime Minister could have ever 
meant this — the forang of any such arrangement 
upon the Muslims and others which must and ivould 
result in unprecedented and most dangerous and 
disastrous consequences. 

‘ In his press conference Pandit Nehru hag not 
failed to give his oft repeated threat even while he is 
seeVing our co operation he said They (Congres 
must do their utmost not only to keep the Congress 
organisation going but ramt strengthen it widen it 
and make ic more disciplined and ready for action 
when action might be necessary They would have 
too-nsider how the organisation should adapt itself 
to the changing circumstances so that it might not 
come into conflict and yet at the same time retain 
Its revolutiomry outlook 

He has again repeated that they were going 
to the Constituent Assembly to achieve their objective 
and that it was only a step in that direction and if 
anything came in their uay they will abandon it 
He considers that the swift limb of the Congress 
should not be shackled to the halt and the lame 
by which latter expression I presume he means the 
Muslim League Why tlien docs the swift limb want 
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to make alliance with the British imperialism and 
depend upon British bayonets ? Is it to enable them 
to crush the Muslim League ? Why cannot they 
stand on their own ? 

“Having laid down the policy of his futu''e 
Government of India as regards the Muslim League, 
Pandit Nehru indulges further in declarations of his 
policy and formulates principles as to how they will 
proceed with regard to the Indian sta,tes and how 
they will be treated and the policy of his Government 
of India with regal'd to other countries and the 
general international and foreign relations without 
any reference to the Muslim League 

“This IS the tenor, tone and temper of the pro- 
nouncement of Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru displayed 
in the course of his press conference immediately 
after his interview with me when he came to seek my 
co-operation. He says our talk did not bring the 
Congress and the Muslim League any nearer one 
another. How can it ?” concludes Mr Jinnah 
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CIVIL WAR REHEARSAL 

While the aristocratic League leaders were ex- 
changing hot words with the nationalists, poor Muslim 
citizens of Calcutta were thrown into the battle 
against the Hindus Poor Muslims who were made 
instruments of League landlords hardly understood 
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the cause for which they were dying Calcutta was 
given the gruc ome Wcod'bath Over three thousand 
men were maimed and mangled Most of the people 
who were made to kill each other belonged to poor 
population of Hindus as well as Muslims- Rich people 
who fell victim to the mob fury were hardly one per 
cent This is another le son for the poor pieople 
Hindus as well as Muslims to read m the sanguinary 
book of Calcutta 

That IS how the League Direct Action Day has 
been celebrated m the metropolis of the would be 
north-eastern Pakistan The 16th of August was 
declared a holiday by the Bengal League Government 
It IS beyond our comprehension how anv Government 
can close its offices m the interests of a particular 
party— the party in power This means that the 
League is using the governmental machinery to raise 
Itself to the position of an irremovable Government. 
This H undiluted Fascism When Jinnahtan direct 
action is in full swing we may witness the monstrous 
paradox of the League Law and Order Minister 
spitting at law and order kicking them into the gutter 
While Calcutta was burning the League Premier 
Mr Suhrawardv was complacently declaring thac 
situation was improving it is this gentleman whj 
menacingly declared the other day that he would cue 
the painter and proclaim the independence of Bengal 
How can the situation improve under the premiership 
of a man with fuch a fanatcal psychology ? The 

Calcutta disturbances h'^vc'more then cne alarming 


20 



feature Conce. trated attacks were made on the 
Bengal Provincial Congress Committee office, the 
residence of the leader of the Opposition in the 
Assembly, Mr. Kiran Shanker Roy, was besieged, 
the Whip of the Congress Assembly Party was 
assaulted and the house of the well-known Congress 
leader. Dr. B C. Roy— though for some time he has 
not been in active political life— was set ablaze Does 
It not look like a civil war rehearsal ? 

Many highly placed Muslim Leaguers have ' 
cast restraint to the four winds, unbridled their 
fiery tongues and let loose hell If there is not an 
India-wide sanguinary civil war to-day it is not their 
fault “Pakistan can only be achieved,” yelled Mr.' 
Nishtar at a Peshawar meeting “through the shedding 
of blood by ourselves and if need be and opportunity 
arose by the shedding of blood of others. Mussalmans 
are no believers in the creed of Ahimsa.” This highly 
inflammatory speech, inciting the Pathans to violence, 
has been made by Mr. Nishtar at the hub of the 
Frontier and if there is no conflagration there, it is 
due to the domination of the situation by the 
towering personalities of the Khan Brothers In the 
Punjab also there has been plenty of fire-emitting. 
The Austrian-born wife of Sir Feroz Khan Noon 
has m a fit of Islamic fervour out-Njoned Noon and 
while announcing that the Leaguers would not 
hesitate to sacrifice themselves and even their 
children raved : ‘Your enemies are ready? Are you 
ready too ?” Where are the enemies and where is the 
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necessity of anybody bcinj? ready? If the Muslim 
masses were not immetsed tn ignorance and steeped 
in fanaticism such utterances rai^ht have been 
laughed away But unfortunately inHammable material 
lies scattered cvervwherc— at every street corner 
there is a powder keg and from communal fireworks 
spaiks are flying about dangerously 

In Sind there base been a sustained and orga-^ 
nised endeavour to encourage and egg on the forces of 
lawlessness to establish their sway This endeavour 
has been strengthened by some of the League 
Ministers violent speeches. Only the oener day the 
Home Minister Mir Ghulam Ali said that the 
Muslim League had declared a holy war against the 
enemies of the Muslim nation the Congress and the 
British and anybody opposng them in the pursuit 
of their objective would be destroyed and exter 
mmated. And the Revenue Mmuter Pir Ilahi Bux 
fulminated Wc shall wreak vengeance on the 
Hindus and the British There is indeed no abate 
went in the furious volubJity of the Pir Speaking on 
the Direct Action Day at a meeting at Karachi the 
Pit referred to the Bengal Premier s declaration 
that he would raise the standard of independent 
Bengal and declared that Smd would follow 
Bengal 3 example. Before the Smd League 
Ministry tries to tear Smd away from Inda it 
must face the legislators — the representatives of 
the people It must face them even on the issu of 
the declaiatton of the 16 th August as a holiday for 
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the advancement of a bellicose programme of Muslim 

e 

Fascists. Not only the Sind League Ministry but 
also the Bengal League Ministry should be made to 
confront the Assembly. Both the Governors of Sind 
and Bengal should summon the Legislatures at once. 
A regular civil war rehearsal seems to be in progresse 
When an unprecedented^ crisis is developing it is 
absolutely essential that the people’s representatives 
should meet to decide how to avert it. The Ramzan 
excuse may again be trotted out. But it should be 
rejected as lame. 

If the League rank and file can go about 
looting sweetmeat shops, burning houses and 
killing men during the Ramzan without offending 
Islam, surely the League leadership can attend 
meetings of Assemblies during this time without in- 
curring the wrath of Allah. Oh I how religious festivals 
have been used as a shield to protect most frightful 
evils and as a weapon to make them victorious I 
Reason has been expelled from human life and men 
have been converted into ferocious beasts tearing 
/ one another and proudly displaying their gory teeth 
and claws. Three days before the Calcutta blood- 
bath became a terrifymg tangible reality news-hawks 
had a hazy vision of what was to come. “Parades 
with military d'scipline” said a Free Press of India 
Corresponden- on Aug. 13, “are taking place late 
in the night m some of the parks of the city and 
religious frenzy is being aroused ” He added : “men 
are being reminded that now is Ramzan and it was 



during Ramzan that the Qutan was revealed It 
wa® m Ramzan that permission for Jehad (meaning 
Holy War) was granted by the Allah It was m 
Ramzan that the battle of Badr the first open conflict 
between Islam and Heathenism was fought and 
won and again it was in Ramzan that 10 000 Mushtns 
under the holy Prophet conquered Mecca and 
established the Kingdom of Heaven and the Common 
wealth of Islam m Arabia If the world can be 
turned upside down during the Ramzan why cannot 
the Smd and Bengal Assemblies be held ? Indeed 
the civil war question is not only a question for the 
people of Smd and Bengal to consider Look at the 
bnmsconc and gall plastered pages of Dtnon—haw 
we W4h ICS editor bad nor dragged rhe universally 
respected Quran meo filthy piAt cs — and you will 
be convinced that It IS an all India question Without 
any further delay the peoples representatives should 
assume the reins of administration at the Centre — 
the Viceroy should facilitate it — “ and prevent the 
civil war drama that is sought to be enacted m a 
systematic manner on a country wide scale from 
going beyond the stage of rehearsal If m order to 
be reborn as a completely united and free nation 
the Indian nation has to undergo the agony of an 
unparalleled civil war it will undergo it without 
wincing But an all out effort must h made to 
enable it to have an almost painless rebirth 



MUSLIM LEAGUE MUDDLE 


Whatever arguments may be offered for and 
against the Direct Action policy of the Muslim League, 
It cannot escape the responsibility of the Great 
Calcutta Killing. 

Calcutta IS burnt and blistered and stabbed and 
from Its thousand gaping wounds blood is gushing 
forth — making men, not devoid of feeling hearts, and 
sensitive souls shudder and pray for the re-establish- 
ment of sanity not only in Bengal but all over the 
country. 

From utterances of such Leaguers as Qazi 
Mohammad Isa, which have evoked protests even 
from Anglo-Indian journals, it appears that there is 
a feverish competition in venom-spitting. If Delhi, 
Karachi and Peshawar have escaped the terrible fate 
that has o^’ertaken Calcutta and are not enveloped 
in flames, that is so m spite of League Jehadists. The 
League Qoid-i-Azam has shed crocodile tears to 
quench the fire that is consuming Calcutta. How can 
It be quenched with crocodile tears ? “I deeply 
sympathise with those who have suffered,” he says. 
And in the same breath he observes, ‘ It may be the 
action of agents provocateur. I do not believe that 
any Muslim Leaguer would have taken part in using 
any violence, but ” 



Ycs» It Is not Muslim Leaguers but Nationlist 
Muslims and Hindus and Sikbs who have repeatedly 
attacked the Provmci&l Congress Committee set 
fire to Dr B C Roys house besieged^ Mr Kiran 
Shanker Roys residence stabbed his son~in law, 
assaulted the Chief ^Vhip of the Congress Party, 
tried to set fire to the paper godown of a pro»Congres 3 
journal, attacked the office of the ‘Statesman , 
which has been critical of the League s wathke policy, 
thrown men mto the Canges from the Howrah 
Bridge burnt fifty boats generally belonging to the 
Hmdus, plundered a Kali temple and removed 
silver and goldl Again It IS not as a result of organised 
arson and murder and loot by League fanatics but as 
a result of the action of agents provocateur that 
more than two thousand people have met a ghastly 
end, more than three thousand persons have lost their 
limbs or sustained injunes and innumerable houses 
and shops have suffered senous damage. We called 
the Calcutta flare up a enrfl war rehearsal It has 
indeed all the blood curdling aspects of a regular 
cml war The Statesman says ‘Rioters moved 
about in lorries which they had been provided for 
in advance and accordmg to a United Press 
message virtual eztermmation raids on the minority 
community in Mohallas have become current and 
reports everywhere speak of merciless slaughtering of 
innocent men, women and children ” Vultures and 
camon kites arc swoopmg down and feeding on dead 
bodies lying scattered m streets or on pavements 1 


One rubs one’s eyes in heartbreaking bewilderment? 
Has the Bengal League Ministry reaHy succeeded 
m destroying all constitutionalism — did not the 
League High Command boast at Bombay that it had 
said goodbye to constitutionalism for ever - and 
allowing communal anarchy to prevail ? Where is 
the 1935 Constitution ? Where is the Governor ? 
Where is the Governor-General ? 
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THE BLOODY SLAUGHTER-HOUSE. 

Here is an interesting comment from the Tribune 
dated August 23, 1946, The Tribune has written 
vigorously on the Calcutta nots and' it has already 
been quoted, the editor writes , 

The happenings in Calcutta are reminiscent of 
the happenings of the days of Mahmud Ghaznavi 
and Mohammed Ghori — and of those of Nadir Shah. 
Regular massacres, in which no pity has been shown 
even to helpless women and innocent children, have 
been enacted. A temple has been desecrated and 
looted. Terror-stricken Hindu families living in the 
Vicinity of Muslim quarters made piteous appeals to 
roving newspaper observers whom they happened to 
meet urging them to remove them to safe places. 
There was often a heavy trek of terrified and distressed 
men and women to the railway station. Thousands 
anxious to escape from the bloody slaughter-house 
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mtawhjclr Calcutta had b«ciT converted collected at 
It with whatever belongings they could carry A city in 
which about 3tC00 persons bad been killed and 10 000 
maimed and mangled and vdiose streets and roads 
were littered with mutilated and stinkmg dead bodies, 
mto wfach vultures and crows dug tbeir dirty peaks 
and on which swarms of flies flew with a disgusting 
hum was baldly a place where human beings could 
continue to Inre It would seem surpnsmg that the 
evacuation was not more extensive and intensive To 
quote the Statesman whom League malice itself 
cannot accuse of indulging m panicky exaggeration 
Calcutta is like a town that has just known « heavy 
au: raid On all sides arc death, injury^ destruction 
Housesbave been destroyed with men, women and 
children m them Men have returned home in the 
evening to find neither wife nor children The 
homeless are lying about unsheltered and starving 
along the streets in any open place wherever they 
can find room or a little hespuahty Some who gave 
shelter to the homeless have been dragged out and 
bludgeoned for doing it In all the hospitals the 
inpired lie crowded on beds, floors, even in the open, 
Thousand are brutally hurt. There arc smashed 
yaws burse eyes, fractured limbs — cnppled men and 
woman and chSdrcn The harrowing tale of the 
burning of 150 men and women and children alive 
m the village of Bhawanipur necr Calcutta given 
by the United Press of America, partially eclipse 
the horrible account of the Calcutta burchery and 


camnfie A bonfire was lit and as its fearful flames 
leapt up the IS") stru^clmg and screaming victims 
were consigned to it merciiesslj’ bv communal maniacs. 
Even Mahmud Ghaznavi and Mohammed Ghon 
and Nadir Shah were noc guilty c such satanic deeds. 
All previous communal confla ations pale into 
insignificance before this confla ition. But it is 
heartlessly and shamelessly argued certain quarters 
that the regime under which the oeast in man has 
appeared in the open and thrust its teeth deep into 
the heart of Bengal making the province bleed as 
It has never bled in recent history should continue- 
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THE REIGN OF TERROR 

Here is an other illumintating comment in tne 
Tribune dated August 53, 1946 - 

Nadirshahi at its worst could not have been 
worse than the ghoulish and sadistic acts of Pakistanist 
fanatics in Bengal. The desecration and devastation 
of temples looked like pardonable pranks in the face 
of what the frenzied Jeha distsdid to defenceless 
women and children. They celebrated the hypothetical 
declaration of Bengal’s indipendence made by the 
pompous League Premier, Mr. Suhrawardy, by raping 
women including girl of tender age and dashing 
children to the ground and smashing their bones and 
skulls and cutting off th^ breasts of women and 
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decorating their proud chests with fleshy bresst 
garlands Could sadism go any further ? Screams 
of women and children* bleedmg and dying under 
the butcher s knife like cnes in the wilderness to which 
often even police contingents passnig close bv would 
turn a deaf ear For naany families their houses becacm 
funeral pyres. Hostels were broken into— even girls 
hostels — and their inmates butchered Marauders and 
assassms bloody imagination took terrible flights these 
devils used boiling water and oil then* victims to death 
I in a hideous manner They sometimes roasted m n alive 
They dragged wounded persons who with medical 
aid could survive through the streets and roads little 
caimg for their pathetic groans and sometimes flung 
them from the bndge into the Ganges. On the 
pavements and walls of Calcutta is wntc m letters of 
blood the horrible meaning of Pakistan These 
pavements and walls, which have seen infernal 
commnua forces mdulgmg ra an orgy of arson and 
eating human flesh and dnnkmg human blood with such 
freedom as can be born only out of the feeling that 
the Muslim League regime is practically their own 
regime, cry for the immediate terminatron cf this 
ngime. Bengal prays and with it prays the entire 
countiy that never again should the province have 
such a hellish regime 



CHAPTER II 


GOODBYE TO CONSTITUTIONALISM 

Mr. Mohammad All Jinnah, the eminent lawyer, 
has chosen to bid goodbye to constitutionalism. More 
and more he has led himself to adopt an inflexible 
attitude. Standing upon the high Malabar Hill, he 
has refused to have any deal with the denizens of 
the earth He has refused Sardar Patel's offer of 
an arbitration. 
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ARBITRATION NOT ACCEPTABLE 

On August 5. 1946, Mr. M. A. Jinnah stated that 
the suggestion to refer the League’s Case to an arbi- 
tration was unacceptable to him. 

The proposal, Mr. Jinnah said, vras made to 
“impress the ignorant public here and abroad that the 
Congress is so reasonable and conciliatory, but the 
Mudim League is intransigent." The Muslim demand 
for Pakistan was ba^td on tha right of self-determina- 
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'hat 'he Congress had 
lected the long term proposals and that its accep- 
tance was no acceptance at all 


Mr Jmnah said We know what is the objective 
and purpose of the Congress. The Congicss believes 
^at they have secured a declaration from the British 
vernment of complete independence of India outside 
the Commonwealth of Nations and that this consntu 
ran making machinery should be turned into a 
aoveregn body and the only thing for them now 
remains is to frame a consntution on the basis of a 
a rang united Indian Federal Government with vital 
powers and subjects such as defence, foreign affairs 
cc^munications customs, finance commerce, planning, 
In ustry and tariff and further with power to step in 
If a constitution of any Provmcial Government was 
not working according to their conception 


Mr Patel says The League and the Congress 
pull in opposite directions. One wants to divide India 
Into Pakistan and Hindustan while the other yearns 
for a united India But when we demand Pakistan 
and division of India mto Hindustan and Pakistan 
our scheme gives freedom and independence to both 
the major nations — the Hindus and the Muslims — 
whereas the Congress and Mr Patel are adamant and 
wish to establish a united India with n strong federal 
Central Government which means that 100 mfllwn 
Muslims are to be brought under the yoke of caste 
Hindu majonty 



SACK CLOTH AND ASHES 

Having declared that we stand poles asunder Mr. 
Patel advises me that I should change my approach 
cLnd cease to be a Communalist and become a 
nationalist— I suppose he means a Congress nationlist 
and accept that the Congress represents all Indians 
on the imaginary footing that India was one country 
and one nation. Congress is nothing but a caste- 
Hindu organisation. But his advice that I should 
become a nationalist and cease to be a communalist 
means nothing except that I should appear before him 
in sack cloth and ashes 

Mr. Patel IS speaking m terms of ^ contradiction. 
On the one hand he says there is no meeting ground 
and coalition is impossible, as we are pole asunder, but 
on the other he says that the Congress had gone to 
my door a hundred times. 

DEFLATED CYCLE TUBE 

The truth is that three times, in the course of 
the last eight years, Mr. Gandhi came to me with a 
view to persude me to accept the Congress damand 
which I could not. Dees Mr. Patel want me to go 
to the Congress to persuade them to accept the 
Pakistan demand of the Muslims which he charac- 
terised in his speech as a “deflated cycle tube ” ^ 

“This sort of talk is really intended to poison 
the mind of the Hindus and Mr. Patel is only suffering 
from inferionty camplex. 

Mr. Patel makes a passionate appeal; after having 



made it clear that there was no meeting ground eb 
invites me to sit Viith the Congress as biothcrs and 
join thcoi to break the statement of the ifisston 
Well we have already tom up the statement of May 
16 He doubts our desire for freedom when he says 
that we should jom hands with the Congrfss if we 
are keen upon freedom And finallyhe says When 
we have sat as brothers and if there b no agreement 
possible, let the matter be referred to arbitration and 
let us abide by the award of the arbitrator 

This proposal is made again to press the ignorant 
public here and abroad that the Congress is so 
reasonable and so conciliatory but the Muslim League 
IS iQtiansigent Mr Patel knows perfectly well and 
I have pointed out more than once that the demand 
for Pakiscan is based on the right of self determination 
of the Muslims which is tbeif birthright. It is absurd 
to say that this matter particularly be referred to 
arbitration Even on practical ground who will 
select the arbitrator and who will enforce the award ? 
No country can run its government unless iti consti 
tution IS framed by the willmg consent of the people 
concerned Mr Patel knows better than anybody 
else that his propsal could not be accepted both on 
grounds of pnnaple and as a parcttcal proposition 

SELF DEFENCE 

Mr Patel has now become the champlniof the 
British whom he says I have traduced and coxplained 

T hr>tT^ /I ►Ik* nnr *rv*dfv 


v’bat he means by abu<^cs I have certainly a ttacUed 
and criticised the Congress and charged them with 
disrupting the Muslims and have exposed their false 
claim that they represent all-India including the 
Muslims, which Certainly is not true. All my attacks 
and criticism have been In self-defence against the 
most aggressive and arrogant attitude of the Congress. 

The Tribune has commented upon Jinnah’s 
statement as follows : 

It IS apparently impossible for any Congress 
leader to have a talk, nothing to say of a controversy, 
with Mr. Jinnah without being greeted with some 
offensive or acrid remarks. The habit of abusing 
Congressmen has become the League Fuehrer’s second 
nature; naturally he can never detect the repugnant 
flaw in his conduct. In the rejoinder, which he has 
issued to meet the points raised by Sardar Patel in 
his reply to the League dictator’s abusive Bombay 
statement, Mr. Jinnah has contended that whatever 
he said was quite unobjectionable and was said in 
self-defence. Commenting on his speech we drew up 
a catalogue of the choicest epithets he had used we 
definitely maintain that a perusal of that catalogue 
will convince any professor of invectives that m the 
art of mud-slinging Mr Jinnah can never be beaten. 
In his rejoinder itself ha has offered a gratuitous insult 
to Sardar Patel He has declared that the Sardar 
is suffering from infenority complex. Now the world 
knows that inferiority complex is the last thing from 
which the Sardar can suffer. Indeed the boot is on 



the other leg It is Mr Jinnah who is suffering from 
that psychological duease Nothing is a more convincing 
proof of this than the fact that he has not shown to 
Congress leaders the courtesy of payjng them return 
visits— even once Ae is always strutting about on hts 
artificial pohtica! stilts claiming that he is a superman 
The artificial political stilts show that he is nothing 
of the kind His rejoinder docs not possess the sligh- 
test trace of constructive statesmanship One looks 
in vain in it for swbet reasonableness or even for hrlp- 
ful logic It contains old sbibbolerhs and exploded 
theories it asserts that the Hindus ahd the Muslims 
are two disparate nanons and the League will neither 
have rest nor give rest to others unless and until it has 
spilt up India and establisbed a sovereign Pakutan 
Mr Jinnah has contemptuou-ly treated Sardar Patels 
suggestion that the Congress representaaves and 
Muslim League representatives should sit down like 
brothers to discuss things — be has for the millionth 
time denounced the Congress as a Caste Hindu ndden 
organisation — and sumojanly rejected hs suggestion 
that in the event of their unfortunate failure to evolve 
an acceptable formula they should refer the whole 
matter to arbitration Mr Jinnah is obviously not 
prepared to accept even God s arbitration. He insists 
that his dictation should be accepted readily and fully 
by everybody He has undeniably c cated a situation 
in wbich be must be ignored unhesitattncly and 
completely by the architects of to-morrow s Indu 
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JINNAH HITS WAVELL 

The folowing is the text of Mr. Jinnah’s statement.- 
“My reaction to the Viceroy’s broadcast is that 
he has struck a severe blow to the Muslim League 
and Muslim India, but I am sure that Mussalmans 
of India will bear this up with fortitude and courage 
and learn lessons from our failure to secure our just 
and honourable position in the interim Government 
and the Constituent Assembly. I once more repeat 
my question^: Why has the Viceroy gone back on 
what was announced in the statement of the Cabinet 
Delegation and the Viceroy on June 16 as final, 
and the assurances given to the Muslim League in 
his letter dated June 20 ? What had happened bet- 
ween June 16 and July 22 that he was pleased to 
change that formula vitally and substantially, and 
what has happened between July 22 and August 24 
that he has gone ahead and jammed in a one-party 
Government ? 

“He says m his broadcast that he was addressing 
those who advised him that this step should not hav^ 
been taken in this way or at this time. I was one of 
those unfortunate persons . and I still maintain that 
the step that he has taken is most unwise and un- 
statesmanhke and is fraught with dangerous and 
serious consequences and he has only added insult to 
injury by nominating three MusUms, who, he knows. 
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do not command either r spect or confidence of 
Musbm India and two more Muslim names snU remain 
to be announced 

He IS still harping that We arc not opposed to 
the mam policy of His Majesty s Gavernment to fulfil 
their pledges by making India free to follow her own 
destiny Of course, we arc not opposed to the freedom 
of the peoples of India and we have made it clear 
that the only solution of India s problem is a division 
of India into Pakistan and Hindustan which would 
mean real freedom for the two major nations and 
every possible safeguard for the minonties m the 
respective states 

I am sorrier than the Viceroy is about his failure 
to secure a coaUcion government but my sorrow 
springs ifcom a different fountain and for different 
reasons from those of his I am glad that the Viceroy 
realises that what is needed is a coalition government 
in which both the mam parties are represented and 
I am glad that he is also speaking on behalf of Pandit 
Jawaharlal Nehru and the Congress that they hold 
this view as strongly as he does and that tbeir efforts 
will stiU be directed to persuade the League to join 
tjie Government. I don t know what the Viceroy 
means when be says, in his broadcast, of bis offer, 
that has been made and which is soil open It is so 
vague except that the Muslim League will have five 
seats Nothing else is clearly stated. 

“He has referred to many oth r things into 
which I need not to at present As regards the Consti 



again let me remind you that assurances have been given 
to the League that the procedure laid down in the 
statement of May 16 regarding the framing of provincial 
and group constitutions will be faithfully adhered to.’ 
It is not a procedure, it is fundamental and basic. The 
question is whether it can be changed m any way 
whatsoever. Then he proceeds to say that there can 
be no question of any change in the fundamental 
principles proposed for the Constituent Assembly in 
Paragraaph 15 of the statement of May 16 and he 
echoes that the Congress is ready to agree that any 
dispute or interpretation may be referred to the Federal 
Couit. But how can we expect an agreement on the 
terms and fundamentals of the statement of May 16 
when one party puts one interpretation contrary to 
the authoritative statement of the Mission, dated May 
25 and the other party puts a different interpretation 
which IS more in accord with the statement of May 
25? But he complacently goes on to say that any 
dispute or interpretation may be referred to the 
Federal Court. To begin with, there is no provision 
for such a dispute being referred to the Federal Court 
and secondly on the 'very threshold, the parties 
fundamentally differ in their interpretations regarding 
the basic terms Are we going to commence the 
proceedings of the Constituent Assembly with litigation 
and law suits in the Federal Court ? Is this the spirit 
in which the future constitution can be framed 
affecting 400 million people of this sub-continent ? 

“If the Viceroy’s appeal is really sincere and if 
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he in earnest, he should translate it into concrete pro- 
posals by his deed and actions — 

Following the announcement about the formation 
of the intenm Government and the Viceroy s broad 
cast, Mr M A Jinnah President of the AU India 
Muslim League has released the co respondence that 
passed between him and the Viceroy between July 22 
and August 8 In a statement releasing the cor- 
respondence Mr M A Jinnah says 

‘It is to be regretted that the Viceroy mhis 
broadcast last night, should have made such amsiea 
ding statement, contrary to facts that though five 
seats out of 14 were offered to the Muslim League 
though assurances were given that the scheme of con 
sntution making would be worked in accordance with 
the procedure laid down and thouib the new interim 
Government is to operate under the easting 000811111 “ 
tion^ it has not been pos.«ibIe to secure a coalition 

GRAVE situation 

The truth is that the Viceroy wrote to me on July 
22 makmg certain proposals which were vitally and 
substantially different from the interim Government 
proposals embodied in the statement of June 16, and 
sent to me a copy of the assurances given to the 
Muslim League enclosing a copy of a similar letter 
addressed by him to Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru 

' This was on the eve of the meeting of the Counci 
of the All India Muslim League and the Viceroy knew 
full wcU that a grave situation had been creaud and 



t^ial there were serious apprehensions and mis^vings 
about the policy of His Majesty’s Government ,a*nd 
his attitude in the matter. Nevertheless, there is not 
a single word in his letter of July 22 with regard to 
our position ‘vis-a-vis’ the Constituent Assembly in 
the light of the decision of the Congress, the pronoun- 
cements of the Congress leaders and the directive' 
given by the Assam A':sembly to Assam’s represen- 
tatives on the Constituent Assembly to have nothing 
CO do with the ' C*’ Group- 

“I repliad to the Viceroy on July 31, clearly 
stating our position v/ith regard to his new move, 
which was obviously intended to meet the Congress 
wishes. -For else what just fication was there for him 
to depart, even from the final proposals embodied in 
the statement of June 16 ? Will the Viceroy explain 
why s'-ould there be any departure fiom those 
proposals and the assu-ances that were given tons 
and for whose advantage is this new move being made 
by him ? 

“[ received a reply from him doted August 8, 
acknowledging my letter of July 31. It is amazing 
that he should have stated therein that fais suggestion 
in his letter of Julv 22, was the ‘same as the one the 
Muslim League Working Committee accepted at 
the end of June, 'namely, 6, 5, 3. This is entirely 
incorrect, as has been already pointed out by me m 
my letter of July 31.” 

' He further says: 

“In view of the League resolution of July 29, I 
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Barer nerw Jccjd'i.d to invite th? Congress ter maBc 
proposals for an mterim Government and I am sure 
rliat if they mahe a rcasonabJe offer ro yow of a 
coalition I can rely on you for a ready re pon*e 

MERE FORMALITY 

I had and In re no knowledge or ir-forination as 
to what actually transpired btweer th Congress and 
the Viceroy^ but PancBc Jawaharlal Nehru I suppossf 
as arranged came to see me on August 15 It was 
merely a formality and he made his ofer that the 
Congrea were willing to give ont of \4, five scats to the 
Muilim I-eague and the remaining 9 v etc to be nomi- 
nae d by them tncKiding one Muslim of rhcir choree 
that he was not forming the Eaecucive Council under 
the present constitution but a Pronsonsl National 
Government responsible to the present Legislative 
Assembly and h* made it clear m his letter of August 
15 in reply to romc of the same date that wh3e he 
was willing Co discuss the larger cjuestion with to be 
had no new suggestion to make and added Perhaps 
you may be able to make a new approach and when 
I did make a suggestion be turned it down saying 
that the Congress stand was the same as laid down 
m their resolution of Delhi pas> d on June 29 and thac 
the Wardfaa resolution af August 10 had only re 
affirmed that stand and this was repeated by him at 
the Press conference on August 16 before his departure 
for Delhi to meet the Viceroy I informed Pandit 
Nehiu chat m thesL cncumsranccs there was no 
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clia-nce of my Worlking ''Com■mi^tee or die Conncil 
dc the Ail Ind'a Muslim , League accepting his 
oroposals. 

‘'^NEGOTIATIONS BEHIND MY BACK^’ 

Thereafter, the Viceroy, Pandit Nehru and the 
Congress ieadeis have now for nearly a week earned 
on their discussions and negotiations behind my back 
and without any knowledge or information being 
furnished to me, except the communique that was 
£'Sued last night, announcing the formation of the 
interim Government and the Viceroy's, broadcast. 
As the Viceroy has already disclosed the allegid offer, 
without stating what reply he hid received from me, 
t am herewith releasing the correspondeiice 

Letter from Lord Wavell dated July 22, 1946 to 
Mr J nnah* 

(Personal end confidential) 

Dear Mr Jinnab, — I declare my intention of 
replacing the present caretaker Government of officials 
by an interim Coalition Government as soon as 
possible, and am now putting to you, as president of 
the Muslim League, and to the President of the Cong' 
tess the proposals set out below. 

2. I think you will probably agree with me that 
our negotiations, both this summer and last year, 
were hampered by the attendant publicity lam, 
therefore, seeking your co-operation in conducting at 
any late the p-ekminaiy stages of the negotiations on a 
strictly personal and secret basis between myself and 
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the two Pre idents I very much hepe teat you wjH 
prevent this correspondence being known to or 
discussed in the press oncil we have seen whether we 
can find some basis of agreement. I realise af course 
that you will have at some stage to secure the appro 
vnl of your Working Committee but I believe it will 
be best to try and reach some basis of agieement bet 
ween OLrselves, as a first step I propose the following 
for your consideration — 

(a) The interim Government wll conswt of 14 
members 

Vb) Six members to include one Scheduled Caste 
representative will be nominated by the Congress 

Five members will be noroinatcd by the Muslim 
League 

Thrre rcprcsentaiives of minoiities will be nomi 
nated by the Viceroy One of these places will be 
kept for a Sikh 

It will not be open to either the Congress or the 
Mus'im Leajue to object to the names sufaraitCrjd 
by the other party provided they are accepted by 
the Viceroy 

(c) Distribution of portfolios will be decided after 
the parties have agreed to enter the Government and 
have submitted their names The Congress and the 
Muslim League will each hare an equitable share of 
the most impoitant portfolios 

(d) The a suranccs about the status of the intenm 
Government which I gave in my letter dated May V 
to Maulana Asad tv 11 stand 



I would welcome a nnvennon, jf freely offered 
by the Condrc<i', th it major communal issues can only 
be decid’d by the assent of both the major parties, 
but I have never thought chat it w»as essential to make 
this a formal condition, since, m fact, a coal.pon 
Government could work on no other basis. 

I sincerely trust that your party will agree to 
co-operate in the administration of India on the above 
basis while the wmrk of constitution-making proceeds, 
lam confident that this will be of the greatest possible 
benefit to India 

I suggest that we should not spend further time 
in negotiation, but should try out at once a Govern- 
ment on the basis proposed aboves If it does not work 
and you find the conditions unsatisfactory, it will be 
open to you to withdraw, but I am confident that you 
will not 

5. Would you be good enough to let me know 
very soon wh ther the Muslim League will entfer in the 
interim Government on this basis ? I am seeing Pandit 
Nehru this afternoon on these matters and will hand 
bun his letter then 

Mr Jmnah’s leply to the above dated July 31. 

“Dear Lord Wavell — lam in receipt of your 
letter of July 22 and I notice that this is the fourth 
basis chat you are suggesting for the formation of your 
interim Government From 5 '*2 you came to 5 5 3 
and then to b 5 4 as embodied m the statement of the 
Cabinet Delegation and yourself dated June 16, which 
was announced by you as final. Now you are making 
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this fourth proposal i c 6 5 3 

Every time the Congress turned down the 
previous three proposals ns you were unable to appease 
fhem or propitiate them and every time the departure 
was prejudicial to the League and in favour of the 
Congiess 

And now >ou have put your fourth proposal* for 
my consideration 

It gives a go by to all the important terms which 
were in favour of the Muslim League The Congresi 
will have six members out of fourteen as against five 
members of the Muslim League^ which breaks traight 
way the principle of panfv and you are Jetting down 
the Scheduled Castes as one of them u proposed to bc 
nominated by the Pongress and not by the real 
sp kesmen of the Scheduled Castes I note that you 
say that five members will be nominated by tbi» Mus- 
lim Lcaiue Next three members of ih minorities 
will be nominated by the Viceroy without reference 
to or consultation with the Muslim League The only 
indication that you have given is that one of these 
places w U be kept for a Sikh 

Then you proceed on to say that “it will not be 
open either to the Conerc s or the Muslim League to 
object to names submitt d by the other patty prev ded 
they are accepted by th Viceroy and from this I 
gather that it will be open to the Congresi to nominate 
a quisling Muslim 

As to the di tiibution of the portfolios I note you 
siythat the Congre s and (he Mu lim League will 
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have an equitable share of the most important port- 
folios”, and not the one as it was originally pronosed 

ASSURANCE ABOUT SAFEGUARDS 

As to the assurance about safeguards i. e. that a 
major communal issue could only be decided by the 
consent of both the major parties, you say that “It 
will be only considered if freely offered by the 
congress,'* but you do not attach much importance 
to 1 C and you conclude by saying that if the interim 
Government does not work when formed on this basis 
and if we find conditions unsatisfactory, it will be 
open to us to withdraw. I believe in the pnncipJ*^ 

‘ prevention is better then cure.*' 

This IS a very clear and substantial depaiture, 
most detrimental to the Muslim League, and is 
obviously intended to appease the Congress ami 
devis’d primarily to meet their wishes 

Taking the final proposal of June 16, in ^ your 
' letter dated June 20, you inform d me that 14 membeis 
were invited by you on the basis of parity between 
the Hindus and the Muslims and communitywise and 
that It will not be changed withoui; the agreement of 
the two major parties. Apart from the secret talks 
you had with the Congress, you clearly conveyed to 
us that invitees were asked to join specifically on the 
basis of five Hindus five Muslims, one Sikh, one 
Scheduled Caste, one Christian and one Parsi. Your 
present proposals clearly destroy the principle of 
parity as well as representation according to 
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communities and gives a clear majonty to the Congress 
as against the Muslim League to start with. Further 
the Scheduled Caste represei>tative will be nominated 
by the Congress wh ch m my opinion is most unjust 
to a community of sixty million people who are 
groaning under the social and economic tyranny of 
the high caste Hindus whom alone the Congress really 
represents. 

As regards represencatiyes of other minorities, 
they will be nommated by you withbuc reference to 
or any consultation with the Muslim League This 
again is a departure from what you stated m letter of 
the 20th June that if any vacancy occurs among tje 
•seats at present allotted to the representatives of the 
minorities, I shall naturally consult both tbe major 
parties before filling it I think you will appreciate 
that when vou stare with 6 Coniress and 5 Muslim 
League with a Congress Majonty the mtnonty 
repcesentativcs will hold a very setong pos tion as a 
balancing clement, who would be nominated b» you 
without even consulation with the Muslim League 
and thi< IS a serious departure from what we were 
as*fured of in your letter of th^ 20th of June. 

You categorically stated m your letter of 20th 
June paragraph five that no decision on a raijor 
communal issue would be taken by the interim 
Government if a majjnty of the representatives of 
the two major parties were opposed to it Whereas 
now in the present proposal vou inform me that you 
will welcome a convention if freely offered by the 
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Congress. 

As you have written this letter to me, and is 
strictly personal and secret, I can only say that in my 
opinion there is no chance of my Working Committee 
accepting this proposal. 

Yours sincerely, 

(Sd ) Jmnah. 

Letter from the Viceroy dated August 8. Persona! 
and secret. 

Dear Mr. Jmnah, — I have received your letter of 
July 31 about my proposal for an interim Government. 

2 I am sorry that things have gone the way 
they have but I do not think it would be profitable 
now to enter into a detailed discu'^sion on the points 
you raised in your letter. I will only remind you that 
basis of representation which I suggested in the letter 
to which you now reply is the same as the one tfie 
Muslim League Working Committee accepted at the 
end of June, namely 6, 5, 3. 

3. In view of the League resolution of July 29 
I have now decided to invite the Congress to have 
proposals for an interim Government, and I am sure 
that if they make a reasonable offer to you of a 
coahtion, I can rely on you for u ready response. I 
have told the President of the Congress that any 
interim Government would be on the basis of the 
assurances givin in my letter of May 30 to Maulana 
Ariad. 

I hope we may have an opportunity of meet 
soon. Yours sincerely, Wavell. 



CLOUDS OVER THE CRESCENT 

Jinnah has started a two-edged attack against 
the Congress and the Labour Government He 15 
womed because Churchill is no longer m power to 
vest him with the veto over the progressive forces 
of India 

An appeal to all Mushms m this country and 
particularly those who arc not with the Muslim 
League — ‘ Jamiat ul Ulema, Khaksars, Ahrars, and 
Nationalist Muslims —to unite and come under the 
banner of the Muslim League in the sacred interest of 
Islam was made by Mr M A Jinnah President of 
the AU-India Muslim League addressing an Id 
gcthering 

Mr Jinnah reviewed the political developments 
in the country smee the British Cabinet Mission came 
to India last April and said ^Today is a happy day 
for the Mussalmans of India, and it b a day for bappu 
ness and rcjoicmgs for us. But, we cannot shut our 
eyes to the fact that a dark cloud is overshadowing us 
Muslim India is stunned and shocked for the moment 
by the gross and wicked betrayal by the Bntisb 
Government 

It B, no doubt a severe blow to the Muslim 
League and Muslim India, but I am confident that 
nothing u going to shake us or fnghten us. We shall 
march on and face all the obstacles and march 
through fire tnals and tnbulations. In our onward 
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raarch, there will be S2t*backs and 'sufferings, but we 
smU not flinch or falter.’* 

Referring to the Viceroy’^ broadcast on August 
24, announcing the formation of the interim Govern- 
ment at the Centre, Mr. Jinnah said that it impressed 
some people when tlicy heard it on the radio, but 
when It came m cold print and was ciramincd what 
did It mean ? “The Viceros’s broadcast was, no doubt, 
cleverly svorded “ 

He crticised the action and policy of the Viceroy, 
and said that the Viceroy had committed a double 
betrayal in going back on his solemn word and m 
ignoring and by-passing the Mudim League. ‘T don’t 
know whether the Brinsh Government or the Labour 
Party are really in possession of true facts’’,' said Mr. 
Tinnah “But, T suspect that there is a move to black 
ojt facts from the Bntish public and press. The 
Viceroy’s action today is nothing but a wicked breach 
of declaration of August, 1940 made by the British 
Government to which the Labour Party was commi- 
tted. “Today, the Congress is happy m having 
achieved ICS heart’s desire and in having manouevred 
to get the Viceroy to by pass the Miidim League. But 
I am also equally happy. If the British Government 
IS happy to have tickled vanity of the Congress, let 
us strike a bargain with the Congress. We are-pre- 
pared for It." 

Mr. Jinnah went on to refer to the negotiations 
earned on by him on behalf of the Muslim League 
with the British Cabinet mission and the Viceroy and 


said that the Council of the All India Muslim League 
on June 6 accepted the proposals although not fully 
satsified with them We eccepted the proposals 
although not fully satished with them “We accept- 
ed the proposals, both short terra and long term said 
Mr Jinnah for the sake of an amicable settlement 
nnd on the promise given by the Viceroy on June 3 
But immediately the Vicerov committed a breach of 
faith m making certain modihcations m the original 
proposals and annulled the plan for the immediate 
formation of an interim Government at the Centre. 
The Congress rejected the short term plan but 
accepted the long term plan of the Cabinet Missions 
proposals and that was only a sham acceptance 

‘ Despite this the Cabinet Mission and rhe Vice 
toy went back on tbeir promise and did not go ahead 
with the formation of the interim Government. 

‘ There seems to be a mystery behind all this 
added Mr Jinnah “but it is aconspiracy pre arranged 
with the Congress. I cannot understand how the 
Secretary of StJtc for India m that position with h« 
two eminent colleagues and the Viceroy committed m 
cold blood a breach of faith and broke tbeir solemn 
words Having betrayed the Muslim League the 
Viceroy has now completed the pre arranged cons- 
piracy with the Congress and finally bypassed the 
Muslim League 



CHAPTER in 


WHYJINNAH WOOES THE SIKHS 

Mr. Jinnah is clever a diplomat as Herr Hitler. 
If Mr. Jinnab IS anxious fo win over the Sikhs, it is 
because of his anxiety to avoid fijjht on two fronts. 
He won't like to fight against the Sikhs as well as the 
Hindus at one and the same time His desire t6 make 
peace with the Sikhs has the sams diplomatic value 
as Hitler’s worry to have a treaty wiih Russia. Once 
the Hindus are eliminated, Jinnah imagines, the 
Sikhs can be easily crushed. But Jinnnh forgets that 
the Sikhs are as formidable a force in Pakistan as 
Russia in Europe, and if he continues his Hitlerite 
tactics, he may find his dreams of Pakistan a vanishing 
nightmare. 

SIKH— MUSLIM TANGLE 

“There mu'^t be a definite propo<!al to the Sikhs 
before we discuss with the Muslim League the question 
of solving the Sikh-Muslim tangle,” said Col Niranjan 
Singh Gill, president of the Pratinidhi Panthic Board, 
in the course of a talk with the United Press referring 
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to Mr M A Jmnah s invitation to Master Tara Singh 
for a meeting between the two. 

‘Our respective stands today arc quite different 
Col GiU added and there can be no solution of 
the problem till the Muslim League wants the division 
of the country By Pakistan what we understand is 
Muslim rule and the Sikhs will never tolerate it Let 
the League President explain hts position with regard 
to this Then alone wilt come the time to discuss the 
question of e permanent solution 

He continued, We welcome the approach made 
by Mr Jmnah but he must also make a definite pro- 
posal Unless he does so there will be no good m having 
a meeting We want ajist solution of the problem 
and to be friendly with each and every community 
Neither do we want to dominate over others nor shall 
we tolerate the dominanon of any other community 
Co' Gill further said that in view of Amritsar deccsion 
of the Panrhic Board be hoped with the installation 
of the Intcnm National Government a day wouU be 
fixed for e^fection of Sikh members to the Corsntuent 
Aisembly After ^he announcement was made the 
Bji d vould meet to nominate four candidates for 
he Constituent Assembly 

BRUTE MUSLIM MAJORITY 

The Muslim League m the Pakistan will ef\jov a 
brute majonty and Sikhs arc nghtly on their guard 
Dr Gopal Singh M A ♦ Ph D has excellently brought 
out this point in an amcle in the Civil and Military 


Garcttc dated September 10, 1946: — 

The cryptic public invitation of Mr. Jinnah to 
Master Tara Smgh to enter into pourparlers with him 
has had a tepid reception for, instead of re-inforcing 
It by a private epistle or making certain concrete 
proposals which might impress the Sikh people with 
the League leader's genuine desire to release them 
from the pressure of *'brute-majority” rule m the 
Punjab, he has chosen to tread on their corns by insist- 
ing, in bis Id message and in bis reply to the Viceroy’s 
broadcast, on a sovereign Pakistan with “safeguards 
for the minorities ’’ 

After the acceptance by the League of a limited 
Centre as adumbrated in the State Paper, it was, if 
nothing else, bad tactics to resurrect the cry of Pakis- 
tan from the limbo of oblivion. It may have been a 
good bludgeon with Mr. Jinnah to stampede the Cong- 
ress into accepting his own interpretation of the 
grouping clause or stabilising his demand for parity 
with caste Hindus at the Centre (now conceded). But 
It ill accorded with the grim Sikh resolve never to 
accept the position of underlings in any future dispensa- 
tion of the Punjab, which claim the League leader him- 
self has appreciated. It was an inopportune move in 
that It came closely ' on the heels cf an invitation to a 
personality whose claims ran counter to hi^ own. Once 
bitten twice shy, and if Mr. Jinnah allows tactics 
' to get the better of truth he will only queer the pitch 
for Sikh leaders, who are'only too willing to get and 
give an honourable deal. Not only that. It may make 

I 
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impregnable the argument of those amongst us wha 
have always set their face again t having any trucl 
with the League calling it reactionary and aggressive 
If Mr Jinnahhas no mo e then a few paper safeeuardj 
to offer, he has misread the Sikbs. If he has something 
more tangible up hts sleeves be should lose no time 
m getting into per unal touch with Sikh leadership 
and assure it not by words but by deeds of his 
genuine consideration for Sikh claims. 

• • » 

- The unity of India cannot now be questioned 
The Congress, in its supreme effort to secure that 
unity, has literally conceded the Muslim demand of 
parity with caste Hindus, as also the nght of the 
Federal Court instead of the chairman of the 
Constituent Assembly to interpret the State Paper 
and the nght of the majority cf Muslim members in 
that Assembly to veto legislation of major communal 
import It IS on these lines as Master Tara Smgh has 
suggested that the Sikh-Mushm questioh shmld also be 
tackled in the Punjab Tbes are terms unacceptable 
to the League as a bas» of compromise with the 
Congress If, on the other barxd Master Tara Singh 
IS willing to be accommodated with this much, he 
should be on very reasonable and sure ground 

It win indeed be tragic if Mr Jinnah who has so 
unsparingly and with steadfast devotion fought for 
the cause of one nationality does not rue to the height 
of statesmanship and make a magnanimous gesture to 
Sikhs If he do^s that one may be sure, SiUis will 


never fail him. But the lead must come from him m 
terms of a concrete offer, Wc have had enough of 
wrangling, quibbling and manoeuvring. It is time wc 
sac down, in all humility and sinctnty, to carve 
out an honourable set-up in order that all 
peoples may pull together in the task of re- 
construction and enjoy equitably the fruits of freedom 
now waiting on our very threshold. Let not these 
fruits, ripened after so much toil and tribulation, be 
made bitter by letting them grow ovcr-meilow labile 
wc strain at gnats and split hairs. After all, our 
destinies arc interwoven aud wc have, willy nilly, to 
avoid a rupture. And let us be sure that witliout a 
Sikh- Muslim settlement in the Punjab, no all-India 
patchwork ^vlll be worth a da>'s purchase. 

4 ^ * 


Another solution, equally just and feasible, is the 
proposed by Dr. Pattabhi Sitaramiyya — one of the 
trio now constituting the Congress Parliamentary Sub- 
Committee— which IS bound to materialise if the Sikhs 
arc denied cqu d opportunities self-expression in the 
Punjab ,as at present comtitutcd. 

Dr. Sitaramisyn has n-'-erted char present provin- 
cial boiiminries arc an annch’on’sm ard muK he rc~ 
ca*;t on a “cultural rnd hnguMic bir:?*' befo-e a 
cor^t tiition fo' the provu'ces s* inn'mercd out. He 


has recor'mended to the Corr truent A»*tnib!v the 
appatnrn ert of a Ivundirv c to n" port on 

lie re - alignment o* pr.''etnci'»l heu'^datset- witnm Ctto 
rr-ient'-'' o*' tts tpp''‘ntr ent. X i o'm uVov thr 
c.- !te;,t.en D'. S thr: Ce r-'vne"r 


provinces were created for administrative and other 
creasons and not to satisfy the urge of particular 
nationalities The Congress is also committed to such 
re alignment If freedom implies freedom for all from 
all, previous mjustices and maladjustments must go. 
Once a constitution is carved out, it wll of necessity 
have to be worked for a decade after which a 
province (and not a section of it) can press for its 
revision And this accotding to Dr Sitaramiyya no 
nationality will stand He has very pointedly referred 
to the case of the Punjab As he bimself stresses, 
the boundaries of the Punjab are merely arbitrary 
and must scrapped^ 

In the days of our sovereign Ranjit Singh the area 
between the Sudej and the Kbyber, which comprised 
the Sikh empire was split into four provinces— Hasara* 
Kashmir, Mulcan and Lahore When the Bntish 
took over, they lumped the four umts together, ex- 
tending the area of the new umt right up to the banks 
of the Jumna Some — including Dr Sitaramiyya— 
say this was done deliberately in order to yoke the 
democratic and the revolutionary central and eastern 
parts to the reactionary westren tract Facts do not 
belie this contennon. Even to>day wc find almost 
the entire landed atistocracy entrenched in the 
western part while in the centre and the East land u 
held by peasant propnetors on a democratic tenure 
Education trade, political consaousneas productive 
capacity — nil in these areas arc far in advance of 
what obtams in the western tract. The language cf 
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the central and eastern Punjab is distinctly separable 
from Multani or Lahndi (as Dr Grierson, the celebra- 
ted linguist has pointed out). This part also is the 
cradle of Sikh civilisation and culture, almost two- 
thirds of the Sikh population having homes in iti The 
Sikh States, to which Sikhs as a people are bound by 
innumerable ties, are all centred in this area. It 
should, therefore, be torn from the rest and consitute 
a separate unit. This is not communalism but nation- 
alism in its purest foim. This new province will be 
self-sufficient, with ^a populatnn of about fifteen 
millions, a compact, homogenous people, linguistically 
and culturally, and with a communal balance which 

i 

may be the envy of the rest of the country One of 
the world’s largest hydro-electric systems will be en- 
closed by this territory, and one of the biggest dams, 
the Bhakra dam. Vast untapped resources will en- 
courage the growth of new industries, especially in 
fruit, paper, woollen and cotton textiles and sugar. 
It will solve ths vexed Sikh-Mudim problem automati- 
cally, as also the problem of language and of a majori- 
ty rule by any single community, and leave scope for 
Muslims to determine the constitution for the rest of 
the atea in which they will be more then 70 percent. 

This, we beheve, is coming our way if in the mean- 
time believers m the economic umty of the Punjab do 
not wake up and strike an honourable deal with the 
Sikhs. Sikh representatives in the Constituent Assemb- 
ly' are bound to extend their wholehearted support to 
the move of Dr. Sitaramiyya. In fact, the initiative 
must emanate from ourselves. 

59 



CHAPTER IV 

CHURCHILL FOMENTING CIVIL WAR 

Mr Winston CburchiJI has lost face in the dec 
tiona but not the sttngin his tail It is not without 
reason that the Labour Government has reqncstcd 
the Indian National Congress to go ahead with the 
formation of the Indian National Government even 
without th Muslim Leagne And the reason »s quite 
1 weigaty one. Mr Cfaurcoill the Leader of Opposi 
tion for the first time in the htstory^ of Britain has 
begun to interfere in Indian offai'^ in direct opposition 
to the Party in power 


1 

FOE OF FREEDOM 

Mr Louis Fischer his made the following iflumi- 
nating revelation— 

Winstin Churchill remains the implacahlc enemy 
of Indies independence He has never disguised his 
views Many members of hts party differ with him 
on the question of Indian freedom hut ChurchiHs 
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impenalistic policy dominates 

Mohammed All Jinnah has not rn recent years 
given any proof of a devotion to the cause of India’s 
liberation from foreign rule. Nor has the Muslim 
League over which he presides Landlords, who bulk 
large m the councils of the League stand to lose by >the 
establishment of new India which would cartainly 
after the present land tenure to the disadvantage of 
landlords, Muslim as well as Hindu and to the advant- 
age of all peasants. 

churchill-jinnah entente 

What could be more natural, therefore, than 
that Churchill and Jinnah should have been m corres- 
pondence m recent months over the fate of India ? 
They have quietly exchanged letters and messages. 
It was shortly after the receipt of one such secret 
communication from Churchill that the Muslim League 
reconsidered its acceptance of the British Cabinet 
Mission’s long-term proposals and decided instead to 
boycolt the coming Assembly which is to draw up a 
constitution for a new, free India 

The Cabinet Mission laboured hard and on the 
whole successfuly to prepare the way for the transfer 
of political power from British 'to Indian hands Chur- 
chill and Jinnah are now attempting to undermine 
the effort. 

' One of the fruits of Jinnafa’s new attitude is the 
death looting and arson which took place in Calcutta. 
He who cannot hold his followers in check must not 



unleash them Mahatma Gandhi realizes rfus and he 
told me that even if the present attempt to free India 
fafled, he would not launch a ctvil disobedience cam- 
paign because be is afraid it would be attended by 
the same kind of violence and sabotage which atten- 
ded the ‘ Quit India movement started by him m 
1942. Mohamed All Jmnah might take a leaf out of 
the Mahatma s book 

SUPREME IRRESPONSIBlLlTir 

In rejectmg the Cabinet Mission a long-term 
settlement Jmnah acted with supreme irresponsibility 
But Churchills irresponsibility is much greater For 
he has held high office and he is presumably attached 
to Western ideals of law and order 

Perhaps Jmnah does not know that Churchills 
influence in Bntam and m bis own Tory Party has 
waned But surely Churchill believes that Jmnah s 
recalcitrance would deter the Labour Government 
from carrying cut its purpose of "quitting India'’ ? ic 
IS possible 

My own impression gathered in London is that 
England is firm in its determination to give India a 
provisional Indian Gov rnment and to proceed with the 
■convocation o' the Constituent Assembly ocoirding 
to plan The abstention of the Muslim League from 
the Constitution making Assembly undoubtedly 
creates difficulties and embarrassment for all concerned 
But these difficulties ore not so insuperable and the 
embarrassment is net so overpowering as to warrant 



the scrapping of the entire scheme of Indian liberation. 

I do not think that Jinnah can veto the decisions 
of the British Government when -they are accepted by 
the majority of Indians. Jinnah might attempt to do 
so and cause misery and bloodshed What will that 
profit him ? The liberation of India canot be pre- 
vented. If the Muslims of India really want a separate 
Muslim country^ they can get it without violence 
after it has been demonstrated that a united India can- 
not function with benefit to all its inhabitants. I 
found in India that every intelligent person conceded 
the ultimate right of the Muslim areas to secede from 
the Indian Union. They merely asked for a prelimi- 
nary trial period lasting say five or ten years before 
the decision was taken to vivisect India and invite 

* 

meterial, social and political harm to the resulting 
Sections. 


THE CIVILIZED WaY 

There should be full cultural autonomy and the 
widest possible economic and political autonomy 
during the tnal period and the constitution of the 
Indian Union should contain a provision for its radical 
revision at the end of the experiment. 

This IS the civilized way. The alternative is death, 
ruin, starvation, and a legacy of hate which may 
last ^ full century. Which course will Jinnah pursue ? 
Which course does Churchill prefer ? 

It IS not really strange that Jinnah and the 
reactionary Muslim League, a landlord-ridden organi- 



zabon, fchould lean towards an entente with back 
ward looking imperialLtic Tones of Britain- 
^ It IS strange that cnhghtened Muslims jn India 
should follow Jinnah s lead i 

5erveral very prominent Congress party -personal 
Ides have in the past opposed any endeavour to 
weaken the Muslim Leasu In my opinion this is 
€£5ccssive raagnaniraicy The Muslim Xeague is a 
sinister idfluenCe In India and the Muslims should 
rebel against those who today make its policies. I‘ 
encountered numerous Muslims who disliked Jinnah 
personally and re^rretted his polmcal acts Bat the? 
either did not speak up or spoke with little authority 
beacause the Congress Party had made mistakesin 
former years which fed Muslim resentment and 
because under the existing separate electorates which 
do not permit a Hindu to vote for a Muslim or vice 
versa A Muslim who covets political advancement 
will normally align himself with a Muslim body which 
can elect him instead of with the Congress Party 
which has not helped many Muslims to climb up the 
political ladder 

FUNDAMENTAL CURSE 

The -near future promises to alter these circums 
tances. In a new Congress led Coalition Indian 
Government Mos’ims and will play an important role. 
For the first time m Indian historyt the Congress -will 
be able to promote the legitimate ambitions of a large 
number of Muslims. S candlv^i the oonstitu nt 


Asscmbb* when It meets will certainly undertake to 
create joint in the place of the separate electorates 

This u ill remove a fundamental curse from the 
Indian political life and will be conducive to Hindu- 
Muslim political collaboration. When the Hindus can 
vote for the Muslims and the Muslims for the Hindus, 
divisions in Indain affairs will cease to be communal 
and religious and become social and economic. This 
will make it possible for Muslims to work more 
intimately with the Congress Party w’hich is predomi- 
nantly Hindu. 

The relations between the Hindus and Muslims 
were bad and have grown worse in recent years. 
They could grow better quickly if India progressed 
towards a new political life as envisaged in the Cabinet 
Mission’s plan Is this that Jinnah wishes to prevent ? 

Docs Churchill uphold Jmnah’s nefarious views ? 

2 

THE VOLCANO WILL ERUPT 

Having received some type of a guidance from 
the War Lord of Britain, the League leaders are 
willing to create the volcano of civil war unless the 
nationalists surrender unconditionally to their 
dictatorship. 

The Bengal Chief Minister, Mr. H.S. Suhrawardy, 
discussing the current impasse between the interim 
Government and the Muslim League, declared : “If 
the spirit of co-operation is shown, the day of haggling 
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wfl2 be over 

Mr Suhrawardy, who recently saw the President 
of the Musbm Leaguet Mr Jinnab, in Bombay* and 
who saw the Viceroy, expressed the opinion in an 
interview that if Mr Jinoah felt that there was a 
spirit of co-opcration on the Congress side, be would 
take less than his present demands. 

* I have no detaded proposals to make", [the 
Bengal Premier continued *Mr Jinnah u our chief 
and our general and it a for him to pidge.** 

‘AD that I have endeavoured to pomt out is that 
things are coming to such a p8<s that there is so much 
suspiaon distrust even amounting to hate arising 
between the two nations that, unless something is done 
and done quickly and done m a large-hearted manner, 
done without quibbling, the prospects before us are 
not merely gloomv and ghastly but put cannot bear 
contemplation 

Muslim India means business. 


In respect to the League entering the interim 
Government Mr Suhrawardy said “They tell us, 
Come in and if you feel let down or it docs not work 
satisfactorily then you can get out and still be in a 
much better position But I don t think so. 

BETRAYED 

“When to-day, with the posioon as clear as 
crystal — that ws have been let down and betrayed 
by the Cabinet Mission— wc cannot get the sympathy 
of world opinion, except certain indnidual people, 


what hope is there of getting it when the onus of pnx/ 



will be on us every time ? 

“But what IS most alarminji is that I never heat 
them say that, if you cannot work owing to the fault 
of the Congress, tlie Congress will leave or go out of 
the picture. Let them be as intransigent and unreason- 
able as postble. It is the Muslims that must always 
pay the penalty and suffer. 

“Perhaps, Pandit Jawahar Lai Nehru or the per- 
son who pulls the string from behind, really believed 
what he said, namely, that the Muslims were bluffing 
and minor disturbances that might occur would be 
easily put down. 

“Is It possible that men of sense and political 
insight could really have entertained that idea ? Let 
us say, Yt-s Let us not think the worst of them; for 
the alternative is nothing else but planning for sheer 
massacre. 

“A solution, therefore, has got to be found and 
found quickly. Everyone knows that the tension, 
instead of abating, is rising, daily — even before the 
Muslim League had launched any programme of direct 
action, even while the Muslim League has done nothing 
but told the Muslims to prepare for direct action. 

“Heaven knows where the volcano will erupt 
and when, I know ray Muslim brethren, I dread 
their determination. No steps have yet been taken 
to mobilise them and yet their will ‘to do or die’ is al- 
ready writ large m blood. Please hurry ” 
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THE THREAT OF CIVIL WAR 

The following edicoriat from the Tnbune dated 
September 13i 1946 u worth broodtnu over — 

There is no penitence no contrition m League 
circles at the Calcutta and Bombay carnage Either 
there u a brazen faced attempt to saddle non- 
Lcaguers with the main if not entire re ponsibility 
for It or there is a persistent endeayour to use it as 
an instrument of bhckmatl to secure further political 
advantages The Bengal Muslim League has passed 
a resolution saying that the Hindus organised a 
premeditated attack on the Muslims The obvious 
and inconvercibie truth is that the evil sprang from 
the declarat on of the Direct Action Day as a publ c 
holiday by the League Ministry when the goonda 
League element in the absence of adequate police 
precautions took the law into its own hands and used 
MoJence to compel non League shop keepers to 
suspend their busne s The h ague Ministry was 
playing the dangerous double role of Ian breaker and 
hw preserver by associating itself v.ith direct action 
nhOc holding the reins of administraton No wonder 
that under Its regime anarchy prevailed in Calcutta 
for stvcral davs. The League goondas — who could 
be distmgnishcd from the League gentlemen ^ ho had 
no control o\ r them — did not confine tlieir on tau 
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to Hindu";. They also attacked those Muslims 
who had refused to swear by Lcajluc Fascism. It 
was indeed a League crusade against non-or-anci- 
Leaguers. The Bengal League Pfcmicr» Mr. 
Suhraward}', instead of feeling ashamed of what 
happened under his regime has been in a W'ay gloa- 
ting over It. He is offering threats .and mora threats 
to b s political opponents In the course of a recent 
statement he says : “Heaven knows where the volcano 
w'lll erupt and w’hen. I know my Muslim brethren. 
I dread their determination. No steps have yet been 
taken to mobilise them and yet their will to do or die 
IS already writ large in blood ” The threat is that 
Calcutta and Bombay have experienced only the 
initial fury of the League volcano and the regular 
eruption has yet to take place. Again the threat is 
that the bloodshed so far caused has been disorganised 
and organised bloodshed has yet to occur. These 
threats have emanated from a man who continues to 
be the Premier and the League Fuehrer in Bengal. 
But one need not be surprised. His chief, Mr. Jinnah, 
who at least should talk in a more responsible manner, 
has uttered equaUy terrible threats I 

While ascribing the Calcutta and Bombay killing 
to “an orgf»nised and premeditated move of non- 
Leaguers and de«:cribing it as “a symptom cf the near- 
ness of a civil war all over India and of the pattern 
which It may follow”, Mr. Jmnah declares that India’s 
400.000,000 Hindus, Muslims and other minorities are 
in danger. In order to emphasise the gravity and 
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magnitude of the danger ahead he abserves that the 
Calcutta and Bombay massacre and arson were not 
a avil war but disturbances “close to becoming one 
Did we not anticipate Mr Jinnah s remark and say 
that they were just a ‘cwil war rehearsal ? But the 
League leaders are sadly mistaken if they imagine 
that by threatening to convert every Indian city and 
town and village info the stabbed and wounded and 
burnt and b istered Calcutta of the Direct Action 
Day they can frighten non Leaguers to hand over 
Mother India to them to be vivisected Mr Jinnah 
has not contented himself wirh threatening non- 
Leaguers with dire consequences if they do not meekly 
submit to bis dictation He has also flourished hu 
menaang fisc before Bnctsb democrats. While denying 
that he intends to have any negotiation with the 
Soviet Union—who ever believed that the League with 
Its raediaval theocratic psychology and its feudal 
capitulistic leadership could go on apolitical mission 
to Moscow and be welcomed there ? — Mr Jinnah 
thunden Britain is alienating 100 COO 000 Muslims 
with her p ese-t policy Does not that seem to be a 
dangerous thing for tho peace of the world ? British 
d jiocrata are not alienating IDO 000 000 Indian Mus- 
lims, but only that mcdtaval-mindcd reactionary ond 
irreconcilable section of the Muslim community which 
ts the creation of separate electorates the worst 
British Machiavellian device known to Indian history 
This section will be rcassimilated m the nationalist 
and democratic Muslim community the moment sepa- 
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rate electorates arc scrapped and joint electorates are 
substitued in its place. The Constitutcnt Assembly, 
which is competent to do this most essential constitu- 
tional work, ’must do it. But this is a digression. 
Mr. Jinnah can have another conference of his men 
and non-League leaders and British statesmen — the 
British visitors to Delhi, whom he has called underhngs 
are not underlings but Ministers and they may again 
be present — m the more salubrious climate of London 
this time, as he wants. But he should stop rattling 
the sabre — in fact he should put the sabre on the 
shelf — and cease dreaming and talking of Pakistan. 
If he does so, nobody need take the trouble of going to 
London. The Indian settlement, which may ensure 
the immediate liberation and ultimate prospenty of our 
united country, can be reached to-day, this moment 
at the Malabar Hill residence of Mr. Jinnah in Bombay 
or at the Viceroy’s House m Delhi. 

4 

CAIRO CRITICISM OF LEAGE ROLE 

*^0000 again India impedes her own progress on 
the road to tmal freedom by turning back mto the 
cul-de-sac of internecine turmoil”, wntes the “Egyptian 
Mail" in a leading article. 

“Certainly much distance has been won. The 
new Government composed for the first time of Indian 
members alone, marks a historic accomplishment 
in the country’s history. Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru 
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and his fellow ministers by accepting the rcsponsi 
bihtics of office* have shown themselves equal to the 
opportunity offered them of leading India into the 
full dawn of complete independence. But that dawn 
cannot break while uruty is lacking between the 
Hindu and Muslim 

Mr Jinnah a attitude is a curious one There 
undoubtedly is fear among considerable numbers of 
Muslims of Congress oppression — a fear in no way 
calmed by certain utterances of Congress leaders 
But the need for a full and frank cooperation is 
apparent in the death roll of Calcutta and the strife 
in Bombay’ , concludes the Egyptian Mail * adding 
that the prospect of civil war m India is too terrible 
to contemplate But the prapect* alas* is there* 
unless the Muslim League recognises that freedom of 
India IS a greater thing than its members 
intransigece 


5 

BRITAIN APPEALS TO JINNAH 

A plea for Indian unity was made by the Labour 
Member of Parliament Mr W G Cove when he 
addressed the largest Indian political gathering* in 
Britain since the outbreak of the war 

The conference was organised by the Indian 
Workers Assoaaoon and was attended by nearly 
four hundred delegates from Bntain including Hindus. 
Muslims and Sikhs. 
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Mr. Cove said they had arrived at a definite point 
where India was setting out on the road to complete 
independence but Indians everywhere had to realise 
that independence was only the beginning of a parti- 
cular solution of India’s problems. 

They had to face, for example, the problem of the 
terrible poverty. India itself was not poor bur Indian 
poverty had been caused by an imperial power 
exploiting Its resources without thought for the benefit 
of the Indian people. 

The provisional Indian Government, he said, had 
gigantic difficulties in its path and its formation had 
been marred by the fact that the Muslim League had 
not seen fit to jom. 

Mr. Cove thought that unity would soon be 
achieved and there was no doubt it had to be achieved. 
Events would compel unity in India, for, the internal 
problems which faced the Indian people could only be 
solved by a united India and it was only a united 
India which could take its place as a leader in world 
peace. 

A disunited India, he said, would always be the 

_ • 

prey for imperialistic powers. Indian leaders should 
look at China to see the fate which might befall a 
disunited India. 

Congress leaders had kept the door open for the 
Muslim League throughout the negotiation and it was 
still open. He urged the Muslim League to turn away 
from communal diffrences and respond to the call of 
Pandit Nehru which would unite all efforts to rid 



Indra of rts desperate poverty and make her a power 
m world politics. 

Councillor E. Denmgton of ticLondor> County 
Couned and organism? secretary of the Bntish centre 
against impenaltsm said that the problems faang the 
Indian Government were the fault of the British 
people 

If the British bad not beer» in India these dif6cul« 
ties would have solved themselves in their proper course. 
India was left with a heavy legacy by Bntish impena 
lism of which the Bntisb people should be ashamed 

India s fight for independence was reaching 
success and oilontal peoples all over the world were 
awakening' to India s example. There were small 
colonial races who bad not the advantage of good 
leadership and they were loobng to India with great 
hope for guidance and help in the struggle for freedom. 

In discussion which followed^ a resolution was 
passed re^firming the support of the conference for 
the policy of the Cungress. 


6 

alliance between league and 

BRITISH imperialism 

Here a another inscructrre editonal from •the 
Tribune dated September 12* 1946— 

One of tbc dfrtiest calumnies that League propa 
gandats have of late been interested la circulating 
against tbeir political opponents ts that an alliance has 
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been established between them and British Imperi- 
alism They believe in the Hitlerian dictum that if 
a lie us persistently repeated it is accepted as gospel 
truth by the majs mind wnich is intended to be 
cheated. Though these League propagandists consist 
mainly of landlords and capitalists— old natural allies 
of Bntisli Impcriahtn — they are confident that the 
unsophisticated Muslim masses will not pause to 
examine their character and the motive underlying 
their prepostrous statement, but readily swallow 
whatever they say. No alliance of any kind has been 
established between non-Leaguers and British Imperia- 
lism any-where. What has happened is this The 
changed circumstances— particularly the disappeara- 
nce of Mr. Churchill from the British pedestal and 
the appearance of some dynamic factors m the Indian 
situation — have destroyed the alliance between the 
League and British Imperialism at the Centre. Mr. 
Jinnah has bee deprived of his power of veto — he cam 
no more keep the national ship tied to the old 
bureaucratic moorings As he is shorn of his locks he 
IS shouting, and his followers in order to provide him 
with the solace of having more dupes in his camp are 
raising the cry that non-Leaguers and British Im- 
perialism have conspired against the Muslim “nation”. 
The fact is that while non-Leaguers and British Im- 
perialism have nothing m common. Leaguers and 

Bntish Imperialism have everything m common, Lea- 

\ 

guers are still exhorting their ally British Imperialism 
not to retire from any vantage ground. Do 'they nor 
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say to ic m a shameless manner , “Remain supreme m 
the Constituent Assembly Do not let it function as 
a sovereign body Maintain your supremacy at the 
Centre Do not let the inrenm Government behave 
and act as an independent National Government 
Indeed the Mushtn League is keeping away both from 
the Constituent Assembly and the mtenin Government 
because It has the corroding feeling that its ancient 
and intimate friend British Imperialism may not be 
there with its usual assertive mood and manner to 
assist It. History does not provide another instance 
ot an equally disgraceful move of a section of indigc** 
nous population to secure the perpetuation of the 
influence of an alien power in its national affairs 

This Leflfue scandal — the anti propriety, anti 
decency and anti democratic combination between 
Leaguers and British Imperialist — u apparent in its 
mo t revolting fo m m Bengal and Sind Where 
bureaucrats all 07cr India have generally speaking 
sneaking if hot blatant sympathy with Muslim 
Leaguers for they believe that they can secure a 
longer lease of life only with the aid of the League* 
And os regards the whitc-feathcred birds of passage— 
the European capitoluts m India — who arc the truest 
repre entatives of Drituh Imperialism in thji country 
iris crystal clear that they ore hand in glove with 
L iguers But for the European Groups suppocin 
the Bengal Assembly-the presence of more than 
dozen Europeans in that Icgc.!aturc is one of the gear 
cst constitutional morsfrosicies of the uotld — the 
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League mintstry uill not last a day. Even the Great 
Calcutta Killing has notstun^the conscience of this 
band of Bntsh Imperialists and induced it to divorce 
the League. The marripgc between tl c League and 
Bntish Imperialism can bear the strain of any storm 
or eruption. In Sind the Governor himself sustains it. 
He enabled the Muslim League Party in the Assem- 
bly, which was definitely shown to be m a minority 
when the general election results were announced, to 
get into the support of the European Group and 
helped it to avoid defeat more than once. The 
Governor, representing the bureaucracy, and the 
European Group, representing British Imperialism, 
constitute the stilts on which the Sind League Party 
struts about as the Government of Sind — and the most 
amusing part of it all is that its feudal and capitalist 
members accuse non~Lcaeucrs of being in league with v 
British Imoerialism. Again the pro-League Sind 
Governor has prevented the usurpers from being: 
thrown out and the rightful claimants from being 
installed on the ministerial gaddi by scrapping the 
fixed combat The Opnosition leader, Mr. Syed, knew 
that he might play the digustmg trick of proroguing 
the Assembly and in a coramun’cation to the Viceroy 
he clearly wrote, “The Governor’s next move is 
apprehended — prorogation of the Assembly and the 
allowing of the ministry to function as he did in July 
last.” The proclaimed conjecture regarding his next 
move did not create any trepidation in the heart of 
the Governor. He prorogued the Assembly unhesi- 
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tatingly and saved the minority Muslim League 
Ministry from collapse* Several League ministers had 
resigned the League Speaker had also quitted his 
chair the League was unable ito el ct a new Speaker 
and the Leaguers were definitely ma minority number 
ing only 27 — morally the European Group consistmg 
of 3 members had no nght to be counted m the con- 
test— as agamst 30 Opposition members According 
to the imperative demand of the situation the Gover- 
nor should have dismissed the League Cabinet and 
invited the Opposition to assume tne reins of admmis 
tration He not only did not do what he should have 
done but he did what ^he should not have done 
Once again le has been publicly demonstrated that 
the unholy alliance between the Muslim League on 
the one band and the Bureaucracy and British Im- 
perialism on the other continues The national fight 
against Muslim Leaguism— that is Mu lim landlordism 
•and capitalism — and the Bureaucracy and Bntish 
Imperialism must continue till they are completely 
liquidated 


7 

THE ARMOURY OF LEAGUE 

Our Province has for some time past, been known 
as the sword arm of India, but certain recent events 
tend to prove that, ere long it will earn the further 
distinctcn of being the armoury of sword arms for the 
Leagu s threat ned direct action Several Railway 
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parcels containing long knives with blades measuring 
between 10 and 12 inches and despatched from 
Wazirabad have been seized by the Police at Railway 
stations outside the Punjab. It would appear as if some 
of the manufacturers of knives at Nizamabad and 
Wazirabad have decided to switch off their entire 
plant which had been so far engaged m supplying 
requirements of the Indian Army to the manufacture 
of {“Civil war armaments.” 

* ♦ * 

But what IS really exasperating is the complete 
apathy and indifference shown by the Guj'ranwala 
District police towards this matter. The reports of 
the seizure of long knives are nearly one week old, but 
the Police has not stirred even its little finger to 
interrogate the owners of knife factones at Nizamabad 
or Wazirabad. I read in the papers a report that some 
Police officers from other Provinces have reached these 
places, but this reflects no credit on the Gujranwala 
Police. Strangely enough, it showed an extraordinary 
amount of zeal and enthusiam in taking action against 
the Socialist workers in that Distnct. Should the 
public assume that all its energies are reserved for 
such hke movements only ? Even now, it is not too 
late to mend. The manufacture and despatch of these 
lethal weapons is obviously a part cf a country-wide 
conspiracy and the authorities if they are anxious to 
retain public confidence, should lose no time in getting 
into action. 

« # # 
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After starting the fire works at Calcutta^ Mr 
Suhrawardy who has won the reputation of being 
Enemy No 1 of the public peace, has shifted the 
venue of hts activities to Delhi and is singing the 
identical hymn of hate, which has cost both Hindus 
and Mussalmans of Bengal so heavily The whole trend 
of PrCwS statement was provocative in the extreme and 
It IS clear that be has learnt no lesson from the Calcutta 
tragedy I agree with him that the Leaguers have 
brought things to such a pass and have aroused so 
much suspiaon, distrust and hate among the Mussal 
mans against the Hindus that the prospects before 
the country arc not only gloomy but ghastly Nor am 
I surprised at his dedatation that the the only alterna 
tive to the appeasement of the League would be 
nothing else but planning for sheer massacre. Calcutta 
has witnessed scenes of wholesale slaughter of innocent 
people including women and children and if Mr 
Suhrawardys ambiQon is to have these barbarities 
re*enacted at other places as well, be should be treated 
as a luratic and shut up in an asylum. The real 
question however, which bailies man in the street u 
whythese firebrands are beingallowedso much latitude 
to raise such like war cnes. If the Government considers 
it inexpedient for reasons of its own not to lay its 
band on such like people it should at least pull them 
down from the position of vantage which they are 
occupying mainly through the help of the Bntuh 
Government. Both Smd and Bengal League hJ/notries 
owe ihcir very existence to the support of the Eutopcan 
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members of tbe -Assembly and if the latter do not 

«r>- 

withdraw the S'lpport, the public will be driven to the 
unpleasant conclusion that they (the Europeans) are not 
over-anxious about India’s enjoying a peaceful life. But 
let me warn these Europeans against the terrible 
consequences of their present policy of fraternising 
' with these fomenters of discord. They should know 
that once the Mussalmans are aroused to declare 
“Jehad”, it will be impossible for them to disci iminate 

between non-Mublim and another. The European 
settlers in this country have as much cause for genuine 

apprehension from the threatened civil war as members 
of other communities. 


8 

THE BRINK OF RUINOUS CIVIL WAR 

On September 11, 1946, Mr. Jinnah made a 
momentous statement from Bombay, 

Mr. M. A. Jinnah, President of the All-India 
Muslim League, declared in an inteiview yesterday 
that India stands at the brink of ruinous civil war 
involving her 400,000,000 Hindus, Muslims and small 
minorities which only prompt, sincere and skilled 
diplomatic negotiations could avert 

He described the Calcutta and Bombay drsorders 
as “undoubtedly symptoms of the nearness of civil war 
all over India, and of the pattern which such a civil' 
war might follow”. 

Declaring his readiness to participate in peace 
conferfenci IP London atvhcha “fresh stait” m-ght 



be made towards settlement of the Indian question 
Mr Jinnah discussed difficulties which such a conferc 
nee would have to surmount and why he felt it should 
be held 

*We dealt with the Cabinet MLSion , Mr Jmnah 
said ‘Nowi therefore our remedy should lie with 
those at the top in the Bntish Government 

Underlings have brought us to a point where we 
face two choices and only two One is the choice of 
a ervQ war which would ruin the Hindu and Muslim 
nations alike and from which I hope we can be 
spared although we are neater to it than many 
pecsons seem able to realize or willing to admit 

‘The other choice a peaceful settlement through 
negotiations among the leadiis from this country and 
the highest authorities in Britain This would have to 
be at a conference in which the good of the, peopje 
instead of the facc-savmg of individuals would be of 
paramount consideration It would need to be carried 
out in calm surrounding with sincere determinationi 
honesty and skill 

Wc gave a warning that every proposal will be 
looked upon by roe from the pant of view of its value 
cowaids the achievement of the Pakutan demand 
while the Congress will look at it from the point of 
view of avoidmg Pakutan and establishing Akhand 
Hindustan and Hindu Raj over the cnriresub contment 
of India 

Even more is at stake than the peace of the 
people of India Mr Jinnih stid Tliuurhe sott 
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of situation "wluch breeds world wars Britain is aliena- 
ting 100,000,000 Muslims with her present policies. 
Does not that seem to be a dangerous thing for the 
peace of the world when we consider what has happe- 
ned else where ?’* 

“I am not negotiating with Russia nor ami hoping 
to negotiate with Russia for her interventions into the 
affairs of India. Any such story is nonsense, if anyone 
IS spreading it. The recitation of the lessons which 
history teaches does not constitute an invitation to 
some foreign power to do certain things’ ’• 

Mr Jmnah said : “There is no basis fcMr assertions 
which have been made that his objective is to achieve 
a Pakistan which would be a colony of the British 
Government. “That defimtely is not true”, he added. 
“We want an independent, sovereign Pakistan and we 
will have it". 

“These disorders^, Mr. Jmnah said, returning to 
the subject of disturbances in Bombay, Calcutta and 
elsewheie, “are not a civil war although they are close 
to becoming one. The fact that they have been 
precipitated on the days of Muslim League demons- 
trations against having the interim Government forced 
upon us IS not our doing. We were exercising our 
right of peaceful protest and we did not start these 
disorders. There was an organised, premeditated move 
to mar the effectiveness ofthe protest and to discourage 
the Muslim League”. 
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SECOND SECTION 
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CHAPTER I 
PROLOGUE 

Communalism is at best a sore, at worst a despe- 
rate and chronic disease, a black death in the body 
politic of India. When and how our Motherland came 
to contract this malady, it is not easy to diagnose. 

History has been proved to be merely a box of 
letters. Nowhere has it fallen in such disrepute as 
in India Some Hindu historians are likely to get 
heated in dealing with the Mushm Kings. And 
Muslim writers are liable to cast a sprinkling of blue- 
black ink on Hindu rulers. The Ind.an authors both 
Hindu aud Mushm, usually prove that famines are an 
accompaniment of the Bri»^ish rule The facts 
established by the British scholars are diametrically 
opposite. We should not expect a less partial fate for 
the question of Communalism. 

Mahatama Gandhi declared, at the second session 
of the Round Table Conference, that Communalism 
is “coeval with the British advent ’. 

There are others who look at these facts with 
‘’ntir^ly different spectacles. They are of the firm 
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corviction that it is net the Erituh lule that has 
brought Communahsm It is Communalism that 
has brought the British Raj There is no use denying 
the fact. At the bottom were our mutual dissensions, 
of Hindus and Muslims religious as well as political 
They sheltered the Europeans And strengthened 
them And fortified them m our midst 



CHAPTER ir 

CAUSES OF COMMUNALISM 


CommunaUsm is now a fact Aud there is no use 
bothcnnH about its genesis. How-it-fJrcw is almost 
insignificant now. Let us see vbat it is and how it 
can be removed. The best energies of the Indnn 
intelligentsia must be concentrated on the causes and 
the cure of communaltsm. 

Of course, the causes include the idea of “Ho-vTt- 
grew", Otherwise the synopsis will be imperfect. But 
one thing is of the paramount importance. Communa- 
lism should ifot be taken, as something concrete. 

It IS nothing of the sort. Communalism is something 
abstract. Something loose. 

Moreover, it is diversified. It changes its motive 
force, from time to time, and froni clime to clime. It 
IS as indefinable in its colouring as a chameleon. 
Communalism, a hundred years ago was different, in 
Its vitality. 

Then it might have been green. Now it is blood-red. 
Yesterday the chameleon was sanguine. To-day the 
communal lizard is sanguinary. That’s the rule. So 
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tv Causes" I tnean the Iisoiediate causes rather 
than the remote ones not how it grew but bow it 
grows. 

I am concerned wholly and solely with the 
"Modem Communalum" m India We mu t 
distinguish the communal problem cf to^lay from 
wbat It might have been during the preceding centunes> 
Modern commtmalism may be genealogically 
classified as follows* — 

MODERN COMMUNALISM 

! 

I F 

Real Communahsm Interested Communalism 


Illiteracy Erroneous Fanaticism Personal j 
Teaching Grudge } 

] i I r 

patronage Career making Communal Unemployment 
Representation 

This classification is by no means exhaustive* 
Nor IS It intended to be ro. Overlapping and cross- 
fnfluenccs are unavoidable. It is a knotted problem 
or rather a knot of problems Much goes under the 
name of communahsm It will hardly serve any 
practical purpose to count every root and branclu 
These arc so mextncably intertwined. The classifica- 
tion IS mtended as an indicator rather than os a 
counting table. The modem communal tendencies 
cannot be classified 


PO 


1 


REAL VERSUS INTERESTED COMMUNALISM 

It IS highly imperative to distinguish a Real 
communalist from the Pretentious or the Interested 
one. A real communalist 15 one who has a morbidly 
exalted notion of his own religion and is at daggers 
drawn with the followers and institutions of all other 
religions m thought, m vord and in deed. An Interested 
communalist is more or less the child of circumstances. 
He is a communalist m deed rather than at heart. Let us 
take an example. There is a prospective candidate of 
the Legislative Assembly. He is otherwise of thorough 
patriotic views. But he seeks election. And seeks 
tt on the communal ticket. Not unnaturally he feels 
that his co-religiomsts must vote for him, He imbibes 
their opinions. And becomes a communalist to the 
back-bone. Self-interest is predominant. He decides to 
put his sense of patriotism on the shelf. And becomes 
a better fanatic than any other rival in that ward 1 
A man who is a communalist at heart but somehow 
or other cannot be m deed”, is hardly a less dangerous 
type of the Real Communalism. 

Circumstances keep him mum But his fanaticism 
goes on smouldering. It blazes out not unusually upon 
the very household of his munificent employer. There 
IS one more type of a man who may be acknowledged 
as the monarch communalism. He is a fanatic 
. heart as well as m deed, but not in words. He fr 
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mixes with other cornmnnittes and proves his 
patriotism He transforms communal act into national 
deeds through bludgeoning controversies. He is a 
careerist. And successfully climbs up the communal 
kedder into the high esteem of the government 

2 

fanaticism 

Fanaticism has already been defined It means 
wild and extravagant no ion of ones own religion 
and bitter animosity against all other faiths and creed 
For a fanatic a man of every other religion is a heretic 
And wnh all heretics he is at daggers drawn Fanat ci 
sra a< such exists only among the clergy They 
engross themselves m the worm eaten ultra mundane 
thcologv They lose all sense of mte religious proper 
non and harmony To give preference to one s own 
religion over all others as the soul-jaundiccd pne r 
often sermonize to us into a conviction is to be n frog 
in the pool, boastful of its shallow waters, bounded on 
theNorth by tndition on the south bv prtpidicc on 
the east by ignorance and on the west by unmsnh 
ness not knowing or delibcntely disn-gardml chat it is 
a fragment of the ubiquitous ocean of religion the genu* 
where-of chrunanicy Hinduism Islam and others arc 
only spec'cs. Manx nn ignorant man surrenders lum 
sel hypnotically to the mcr^nary priMts and con c 
qucntly the vessel of fclifton founder It founders 
between scylla and Clnrybdis. Scylla of otlvism and 



chaij’bdis of bigotry. That is my firm conviction. 

Fanaticism among the masses is always the crown 
of a triulc frint. Illiteracy. Erroneous Teaching, and 
Personal grudge. These will be discussed under 
respective heads. 


3 

ILLITERA^CY 

Jealousy and particularism are almost synonymous 
with narrow-mindedness. Give liberal education to the 
masses. And you weed out the very seeds of fanaticism. 
Interested communalism is still rampant among the 
educated clases, But real bigotry is conspicuous by 
Its absence It was notable that during the Shahidgunj 
Agitation at Lahore in 1935, the nots were 
limited to the lower sections of Sikhs and Muslims. 

O 

Countless men were killed. But the life of not a single 
educated man was touched. “Don’t assault the men 
in pantaloons I” shouted a Muslim rioter, as I happened 
to pass through a tumultuous bazar. The mutual 
relations among the upper classes were remarkably 
amiable. 
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ERRONEOUS TEACHING 

Erroneous teaching is the most fruitful source of 
communal riots. Illiterate and half-educated narrow- 
minded people fall an easy prey to the machinations of 
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selfish orators and Journalists There arc instances on 
record where a single deliberately illogical argument 
created excitement among the audience which imme 
diately fathered a not The cry of ‘*Islam m danger I 
or Hinduism in danger 1 is a gigantic fanatical 
ware It vibrates in the breast »f not a few followeis 
whos routine of life is governed by religious dogmas^ 
rather than the religious spirit But the conclusion is 
disheartening Tliere are the wire pullers behind 
thoughtless and simple minded orthodox followers* 
These are khonwingly fallacious teachers and preachers* 
who are usually highly educated or at any rate 
suffiaencly educated to see the mrsebtef they are 
about 1 who Will educate the educated ? or rather 
re educate the mis*educated public men ? A real 
oommunalist sleeps peacefully sleeps like a lion unci 
interested communalist knocks him out of bis slumlbers 
and commands him hypnotically So it u the 
Interested Fanatic who is tho fountainhead of all 
communal disharmony 


5 

PERSONAL GRUDGE 

Human beings we are with ell our weaknesses 
and short- comings, everywhere in this seU-intCfesred 
world personal grudges can bet and usually are 
metamorphosed into monstrous public grievances* A 
Muslim IS injured by a number of Hindus or vice vena 
Circumstances he Ins no patience to analyse At oic^ 
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be jumps to the wrong conclusion. He comes to 
imagine that all such men are the enemies of his race. 
And henceforth he may betray ah attitude of distrust 
which IS reacted by an equal distrust. Let me give 
you an histoncal example of personal grief transform- 
ing Itself into whole-sale public revenge The case 
of Raja Chandra, is well known m Bengal and Assam. 
He IS popularly called the “Kala Pahar”, the “Black 
Mountain" He was a Brahman, excommunicated 
by men of his caste. So he embraced Islam and 
rose to a high prsition. This took place in the second 
half of the sixteenth century. He was a commander 
of Nawab Baud’s forces. He raz<>d numberless temples 
and oppressed the Brahmins. Such examples are not 
lackingl ven today. Some young men, aggrieved by 
their own fellow men, shift to a new rehgion, and be- 
come fanatics of the most dangerous type. 

You cannot imagine the monstrous havoc that 
interested Communalism has wrought in our country, 

6 

INTERESTED COMMUNALISM 

> Interested communalism has already been touched 
a little. Natural communalism is not half as dreadful 
as the interested one. 

Men with the soundest minds are entangled in 
this quagmire. I was shocked beyond description to 
' hear that a bosom friend of mine, a brilliant Muslim 
graduate of thorough patriotic views during his college 
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days, threw a stone at the procesion of the rival 
community dunng the Shahidgao] Agitation I was 
stunned. I feic ill I could not believe my sen cs But 
It It true And simflar acadcnts will ever be true Who 
IS so godly as not to sacrifice youthful patriotism on 
the altar of self interest, if he is brilliant and enthusia 
Stic and has as fair a chance of climbing up the 
communal ladder to a minutenal potfolio as anybody 
else ? 

Self interest and national mterert go ill together 
Selfishness is the mainspring of militant coromunalism 
The causes of communal selfishness arc briefly 
discussed below — 
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COMMUNAL JIEPRESENTATION 

Not less than eighty per cent of interested 
coramunaHm, and communal disturbances emanating 
therefrom, arc not only traceable, but easily provcabic 
as due to the system of communal tcpres^ntation 
imposed upon India os a makeshift avowedly in the 
interest of the minonties. But unmistakably and 
beyond the very shadow of a doubt, it ts Intended 
as a Machiavellian policy of the ruling class. That a a 
a fact. A dire fact But an inevitable human weakness 
for which we can blame Great Britain But should 
net accuse her How can wc expect some men, 
whoever they be to give up the mighty privileges 
which they have b cn enjoying for centuries by a 
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single enaclmenl of the Westminster ? Let us imagine 
ourselves in their position and think as men in the 
men’s language^ Can we reply the question in the 
affirmative. ? How can Great Bntain afford to lose the 
'‘brightest Jewel” in its crown without a blow or a 
thorough change of heart ? I believe in the latter. I 
have full confidence in Mahatama Ghandhi’s gospel 
fo non-violence; and universal love. India is not the 
land where blood should be spilt. No bleeding here 
in thought, word or deed. The entire length & 
breadth af our country, from the Himalayas to Cape 
Camorin, is a Temple dedicated to the spirit of 
humanity, Swami Vivekananda has sec forth the 
mission of Hindu faith & cn^ilization. We should 
conquer the world npt by force but in the might of the 
spirit ‘‘Let foreigners come,” he cned, “and conquer 
the world with their armies, never mind. Up, India, 
and conquer the world with your spirituality I 

Aye love must conquer hatred, hatred cannot 

conquer itself”, (The History of British Civilization by 
Wmgfield-Statford, page 1239, The soil of our sacred 
country could not be corrupted by the red philosophy 
of Russia or the redder philosophy of Germany We 
need neither socialism, nor ca pitalism nor imperialism, 
nor materialism On the citadels of India we should 
pitch the flags of spiritualism I am confident 
that more men will rise among us, men of the altitude 
of Mahatama Buddha & Mahatama Gandhi. These 
spiritual politicians must teach our English kith and 
km, “Look here, brothers, we do not mind if you 
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rule But rule us well Treat us as you treat 
yourself Loot after our starved folk as you look after 
your own Reireinber and that s very impKirtant 
Gonib\ne and Rule is a better pc^icy better for you 
better for us, and better for the wbde world* than 
divide and rule’ 


8 

patronage 

It IS the Iron age of golden patronage Rccomm- 
endationisra rules supreme everywhere A man with- 
out a patron is a ship without a rudde;- Every person 
that sets out to earn a days living must have a 
certified character even though the certificate may be 
absolutely spunou And the patrons have n nice 
way-of not only certificating a cbarocter but also 
regulating 

They are raascers of minds & bodies & souls of nil 
the subjects under cbeir control An eminent professor 
of a Government College candidly tdd a friend of 
mine who had applied for a fee concession “Vou want 
something from the Government The Government 
also wants something from you It wants loyalty 
Similar 13 the attitude of all communal magnates who 
hold pUT'C stnngs For the propagation of comrmina- 
lisra they use the most powerful of initcumcnts the 
lure of bread A person in a service has little freedom 
of will H mu't confo-m to th whims of hts muter 
if he do»5 not want tJ b., k eked out of bts job Thw 
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interested communalists spread the contagion 
remarkably through their dumb followers, and leaven 
the whole neighbourhood, till it is ready to be baked 
in the oven of communal representation or a communal 
riot. The securing of votes m the approaching elec- 
tions always happens to be the underlying motive 


UNEMPLOYMENT 

* So ingenious is the machinery of our country. 
All men m reach of employment (and the irony is 
'that the most educated men are the most involved) 
have to calculate on the table of communal representa- 
tion. If you want to join a Medical or an Engineer- 
ing College, you must find out how many students will 
represent your community, and whether you stand a 
fair chance in competition of marks with them in 
addition to other conuderations, or whether it will not 
be more advisable to resist the temptation of spending 
two laborious years on the medical course during the 
Intermediate classes, there being no chance of being 
admitted ro the Medical College and hence why not 
take up Pure Arts, the line of least resistance and 
subsequently swell the ranks of the unemployed 
graduates. Why talk of industrializing the country, 
while commi-nalism is permitted to mar the careers 
of promising youth even m the professional & industri- 
al calleges ? What can be more shameful than allow 
communalism to devour the very heart of liberal 



education ? Now com6 to vacanaes in tbe Govern 
ment Departments. It is clearly stated in the 
notifications that such and such number of men will 
be taken from this & that commutiuy Where do you 
stand a chance if you And that onlv one man is to 
be taken from among the Christians. Sikhs. Jams & all 
non-de?cribed small minorities, and you happen to be 
one o( their lot ? throws iciest bucketfuls of water 
on the hopes of a prospective candidate As to the 
Indian Civil Service Competition, only a member 
of the Musbm Community can have the sfomach to 
put m a couple of years arduous labour with some 
prospects of getciag in by compentiont or more often 
by nomination 
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CHAPTER HI 
CURE OE COMMUNALISM 

The pnncipal fault with some Indian leaders and 
many Indian misleaders is that they do not look 
the communal problem squarely in the face. There 
is no use blammg the British alone. I don’t say on 
earth that we should not blame the British. We 
should. Rather we must. But that’s not enough. A 
blame is no blame. It won’t heel the sores of mother 
India. We have to find a remedy. And we must 
find an Indian remedy, an Himalayan drug, if 
possible. We must find the medicine at Lahore rather 
than in London, in Delhi rather than Dublin, in 
Bombay rather than in Berlin. British imperialism 
•won’t help us, and if we try to chmb up the Downing 
Street, we may go down for ever. 

Every malady implies a remedy. Causes arc 
accompanied by cures, ‘ Knowledge is Power” 
embodies a subtle truth. Which is nowhere more 
true than in the surgical science. Cotnmunalism is 
something pathological rather than physiological, in 
the body politic of India. So, in the natural course 
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of affairs the genealogical tree ot causes should be 
followed by a genealogical tree of cures — 

REMEDIES 

^1 

1 i 

EmnTnvmpnt Non Employmeat 

i I r 

By State BySoaetes By Individuals 


central Provtn Inter-relifiious 
I I Programme 

constitutional Educational 


1 

EMPLOYMENT AND COMMUNALISM 

It is not so strange as it may appear to a 
superficial observer chat the problem of emrloyraent 
should be <o senouMy entangled with the knotty purrie 
of communalisra To me the solution of unemployment 
IS of paramount importance. Unemployment is the 
key to some of the shasfly communal disturbances 
These are the hun«ry dogs that fight The hungry 
dogs must fight Thatsthc law of nature. Such a 
fight may be cloaked under social religious or political 
garments The masses ore swerving round the Indian 
Natio ol Congress simply bccaus it bolds out 
better prospects of bread and butter for them and for 
their coming gcncraCions than any other orgsnnatlan 
The Government stfll maintains a lig’ c gnp on the 
country in spire of al* patnotic upheaval It n because 
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of Its boundless material benefits & secafit5' of person 
as well as property Men of all ranks' & degress 
put “their shoulders to its mighty wheels. Men, are 
animals even though rational They care much for 
loaves than liberty, equality, fraternity, divinity, or any 
other “ty”, except “Tea”. Through complicated screws 
& wheels of the political machinery, the problem of 
unemployment has inten‘=ified the problem of 
ccmmunalism. This happens in two ways. In the 
private as well as the Government service; — 

I. As I have already hinted at, the communal 
representation in the legislative assemblies is followejd 
by communal representation in the matters of 
employment by the Government. Defective & deplor- 
able as our system of education is. Our universities 
are nothing but gigantic factories for the manufacture 
of graduates, whose sole aim of life is ti find service, 
preferably Government Service But how can the 
Government provide work to everybody ? That's 
impossible. Posts & vacancies are limited, and these are 
to be filled on communal basis. If jobs were plentifdl 
& could be had for the asking, nobody would bother 
about the communal £award at all. It is only when 
one vacancy is available for ten thousand candidates, 
that they are ^^compelled to think. And comparison 
makes them dissatisfied. And this dissatisfaction has 
Its inevitable effect on social & political outlook. Every 
community feels even the Muslims who get the lion’s 
share these days, that justice is not being done to them 
on the basis of communal award The Mohammedans 
of the Punjab have jurged time & again, on the British 


Government Thei? deserve they sty, a reprcienta- 
tion of more than even fifty six percent The Sikhs 
are determined to have not less than thirty-three per 
cent of the total seats. So yoy cannot imagine the 
dusatisfaction of the Hindu graduates who beheve 
themselves to be, and actually arc, more intelligent 
thdn graduates of other communities Yet they have 
the fewest opportunities of finding a decent service 
while their friends among Muslims & Sikhs, of much 
less calibre, may be occupying high posts So, this is 
how communal award has been embittered and in- 
tensified by the growing ode of unemployment m the 
country 

II As in the government service so in tbe 
private employment Tbe pattern of communalisra 
is followed all the more rigorously because here the 
seats are not distributed by o statute of the Wcstroins* 
ter But these are entirely at the mercy of the 
individual employers. A Muslim magnate will usually 
tty to fill the vacanaes within his purview, os far os 
poisiblc by the gentlemen of his own community 
Nothing le.5 IS Co be expected by a Hindu financier 
And why talk of private firms ? Men in high public 
offccs of the ccntrol and Provincial Governments 
follow the same iron policy Nntlong ngoall India 
Radio was notoriously called B B C ( Bokhan 
Brothers corporation and not* British Broadcas ing 
Corporation 1, certain offi-en and clerks having been 
recruited directly from the chcle of friends and 
relamcsofMr A S Bokhan the deputv controller 
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cf Radici, Talkmc putck of private firms in eases of 
retrenchment and reduction, thc^e nre men of the 
ccmmunitc5 ocher than iliosc of the financiers that arc 
the first and the foremost to be axed or sacked out 
A Hindu cmplojcc under a Muslim employer, and 
vice verse never feels Ins position secure, and usually 
takes the first opportunity to fet a Government post 
or m some institution af his own community. 

These arc facts for which nobody is to blame, 
because blood is thicker than water And when 
there IS a question of providing hvelihcxid, we naturally 
think first of those men who are near to us in body 
and in spint than those who nre men strangers to 
all intents and purpcscs. In other wo, d, by the dint 
of natural instinct, the question of employment makes 
us think ourselves as Hindus, Muslims Christians and 
Sikhs rather than as Indians The eJitent to which 
unemployment embitters the communalist cannot 
be comprehended by the average obseiver. I am 
fully confident that communsli^m cannot be uprooted 
from India without at the same time tackling the 
problem of unemployment. Give food to a hungry 
man and convert him to Christianity, Islam, Hinduism, 
Internationalism or any other religion you want to 
impose .upon him. Keep a youngman hungry and 
then see hiw his brain induces him to flaunt all 
traditional sanctity He become a revolutionary. 
Commun st or an enthusiastic communalist. 

How unemployment is to be grappled with is m 
Itself a comprehensive scbject and does not follow 
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withm thd scoiJc of my essay ' Havme bnefly discosied 
the importance of unemplc^merit in connectron 
with commtinalum^ I beg leave to drop it/ 

2 

nOn eM^oyment Remedies 

Non employment retnedieB are those wlrfch deaf 
directly with the problem m hand The question of 
employment Considered above w^s at best a digression 
f)Ut a digression of paramount importance Judged 
by my own induction and deduction. We must not 
ana(3se asocial problem as a FCientot \fill dissect n 
frog In the social «wtence and more truly in the 
social lifey the different branches have their ocvn 
branches and all are kcotted togetier into one com 
pact whole However the readers may differ with me 
I am thoroughly convinced that unemployment has 
mtensified and embittered commuoahsm. Now 
however* I intend to lay down some remed es* which 
do not cut the tree of communsli«cD branch by 
brahch but bew it root by toot 

3 

Remedies by the statb 

Rtimedies by the itate cCn conveniently be cfstsl 
fied os the cchtral and the prorinciaL The central 
rcmed»e3 arc mostly cowtituticnal and the pro^mcfal 
remedKS are mostly educational, but tba ibouli not 
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'be considered an exhaustive or mutually exclusive 
classification. 


4 

REMEDIES BY THE CENTRAL GOVERNMENT 

The Central Government, for all practical pur- 
poses, includes both Delhi and London. And it is the 
latter that we are concerned with even more than the 
former. "Remedies by the central Government may 
be classified under' two heads; — 

I A change in constitution. 

II. Proper type of propaganda. , 

As to the chanje in constituton, I have already set 
forth the monstrous evils of the Communal Award m 
some what detail. The Communal award does not 
appease communalism, as it ought to have done, but 
^aggravates it. If the British Parhamerit is really sincere 
in defending the interests of minorities it should do so 
m a more humane way than by setting all communities 
by the ears, which have lived like sisters in perfect 
harmonysince times immemorial. The communal award 
aims at defending the ants (I use the word m purely 
an innocent way) by arming them against the elephant, 

I have been very lucky in catching Sardat 
Gurmukh Nihal Singh, Principal of H. L. College of 
Commerce. Ahmedabad, formerly the Dean of Faculty 
of arts, 'Benares University, who recently returned 
from the political Science Conference at ■ Lahore, and 
came on a flying visit to Bombay this wery morning. 



I Put to him two qucstiona that have bein-caustog me 
a good deal of mental worry My first anxiety Wf»» 
that many readers will think that I ought not to have 
dragged the question of unemployment m tackling the 
problem of communalism i )0 my first question was 
direct and definite, as I wanted to have my mind 
cleared once for all * Do you think that unemploy- 
pient IS not embittering the problem of communa 
Iism ? Certaiqly 1 said he * Jn countries Ukc 
Amenca people do moc care for service at all They 
give up Government Jobs to enter busmess which they 
find more profitable It is only when we are out for 
services that we encounter communalism m its most 
monstrous form When tbeien no economic depre 
snon, there will be no communalism My second 
question was more melancholy as I myscllf can very 
wellvsualis a national tragedy, rf the pres nt state 
of affairs coniinucs, however remote it may be What 
will be the ultimate outcome of the communal 
Award r A Civil War I said the diitinguii cd 
educationist m a sad and certain way That is true 
e fact os hard as flint A Civil War I The chi’dof 
th® Communal Award I And the grand*chJd of the 
Bntuh Parliament I It will sweep away all the 
blessings of the Bnmh rule and leave behind 
nothing but a stigma, a deplorable blot on the Briroh 
statesmanship across the annals of the wo Id 

There u no altcrnamc to Communal Award 
fxcepc joint electorate if we want to continue the 
spirit pf democracy Unless of course we arc wfllmfi to 
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return to the downright one-man rule of the mediaeval 
times. ' If IS fallacious to argue that the system of joint 
■electorate will offend the rights of • the minorities. 
Certainly not. It is only when the Hindu members 
are elected by the Hindus and Muslim members by the 
Muslims that' our representatives in the Assemblies 
think in terms of commtinitiesr They feel themselves 
responsible to a community rather than to ^ the 
country. They develop 'a Communal consciousness. 
And this initiates a’ national tragedy. When a Muslim 
thinks that he has to depend tipoh'the votes of Hindus 
as,well as the Muslimst however small the former may 
be in^his favour, he is bound to think in terms of the 
country. He is sure to be elected even by offending 
his own community, if the best of his conscience so 
demands, because theieby be may be pleasing the 
Hindus and rallying them round himself as a hero for 
the next election. There will be purely a contest of 
merit and ability- And if a Hindu is better able to 
defend the rights of the Mohammadens, I am sure 
that the latter will vote for him The best way to 
defend .the minorities is to give- them a hand in the 
election of all the representatives rather than a few 
'isolated figures who can only protest agains*' proceed- 
ings that aggrieve their communitv if they are m a 
minority. Or they will monopolize all political power 
and aggrieve the whole country, if they happen to be 
in a majority. There is absolutely no harm if not a 
stngle^member is elected.from a community, provided 
that community has a hand in the election of all the 
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members who feel politically land ^orally responsible 
to them If Hindus as well as Muslims iwcrc represen- 
ted only by ibe Hindus orjonly by tbcModims, for 
^Tfcror lalternatelyisotcrm by term I am sure riiat 
<be interests of both the communities -wni be better 
fiiaiidcd than they are being done now 'If Hindus 
’Were trusted wjcb cueh high offices as minta^ershipi and 
generalships m the most autoccape days nf the Moghul 
rule can they not now look to the welfare of Muslims 
Herejs an interesting parage from The History of 
JBntish Civilization by Wingfield Stratford fpage 7571 
iwbichis worth pondenng -about — “India some people 
wiHeay IS not a naaon«and never has been tim cd 
under one government until the coming of the English 
India IS sn faect hatoacallyno more thana geotrapht- 
-CbI espression^ But aio Hindu trbosi* xmnd is not 
biassed by Western chougbtt would even dream-of 
making-ccmmon government the test of unity The 
itnity CO which India aspires, and which she basin 
such large measure postesfed for many centuries tson# 
of saint. Even the formality of a common creed is no 
necessary q lalfrc non The Sikh the Jam, even the 
Budhist, 10 long as he rctnams withm the cnclcof 
inden mfluencc may be -said to have eaten the same 
spintual meal and the same spiritual drink ai the most 
orthodox Brahman Even the Mohororoedan in 

Jnda B in aome subtle way differentiated from other 
Mohammedans. Hw forth loses some of m fwree 
ffltolcrance in time it becomes more mellow and 
-urbane, It even dallies with notons of caste So all 


communities haying a uniform spirit can certainly live 
together like goddesses, if the Communal Award were 
not hurled among as as the golden apple of disccrd, 
and by the Jupiters jof London. 

The second remedy adumberated by me is the 
proper propaganda for communal appeaesement by the 
high lumtnaries of the Central Government. This is 
feasible through press and pUlpit aS well as the All- 
tndia Radio. The last though already maintaining 
an appreciable standard of non-communal enter- 
tamments, will do well to supplement it by an active 
propaganda for communal harmony on the lines of 
the village uplift Frogratnme. For instance, it should 
entertain with national songs and speeches that will 
cement th^ relations of different communities. 

Bat we return to London again. No wholesome 
programme for communal harmony can be formulated 
at Delhi until it is dictated by London. If the dumb 
spirit of the Indian masses could manipulate a speech, 
I am sure that it will speak irt this way: — “your Most 
Magnificent Majesty 1 we do not want this Communal 
Award. Please take away this apple of discord. For 
centuries we have been living together hut by hut and 
heart by heart. If there be no alternative, please let 
us get rid of this sham democracy. Give us the blessmgs 
of a paternal monarchy. We shall be gtateful if your 
Vicefoy will rule us Single-handed like Asoka, the 
pattern of Hindu tule, or like Akbar. the flower of 
tbe Muslim monardy." Then the Indian spirit will 
speak the words of Arjuna in the Battle of Maha- 



bbarAta, because the 'Indian Spirit has remained 
unchanged through the centuries -“What is kingdom to 
us, your Majesty, what enjoyment or even life ? Those 
for whose sake we desire kingdom enjoyment and 
plea.ure, they stand here in the Battle of the 
Communal Award, abandoning life and riches. Teachers, 
fathers, sons as well as grandfathers, mother s brothers, 
fathers-in-Iaw, grandsons, brothers-in-Iaw, and other 
relations. These I do not wish to kOI your Majesty, 
though myself slam 
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PROVINCIAL REMEDIES 

The acavicies of the Provmaal Governments 
should be mostly Educational which occupy a very 
’ high place jn eradication of Communalism But 
Education should be by no means the sole function 
of the Province But as matters stand it should 
be given a predominant position m cbe anti communal 
propaganda However one thing more must be 
taken care of in addition to Education And that 
IS a rigid control of all communal propaganda through 
press and platform wicbm the jurisdiction of every 
provmaal government 

Mass education is abso^u^lv necesmry before we 
can expect any workable atdutron of the communal 
tangle Of course these arc educated and interested 
people who are at the back of all communal riots. But 
we must remember that the communal leaders can 
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produce anti-natzonal passions in the minds of the 
masses. The latter are illiterate, ignorant, thoughtless 
and narrow-mmded. Let them get educated, sufficiently 
lettered to have liberal viev/s and think for themselves 
without being spoon-fed I am sure that the communal 
yeast will fall flat. Every Province should spend a 
lion’s share of its levenue on Education. Wardha 
Scheme is being seriously considered. And I hope 
that something will be done ere long. Anyhow educa- 
tion IS not only a concern Government Societie and 
individuals should also pool together their mights, minds 
moneys The Hon’ble Mian Abdul Haye, the Minister 
of Education, Punjab, has often emphasised the impor- 
tance of “Each one, teach one.” This is an excellent 
maxim and lays down the most practical way of 
educating the Indian mass s. from hut to hut and from 
hamlet to hamlet. 


6 

REMEDIES BY SOCIETIES 

There are many societies with inter-religious and 
inter~national ideals Somehow or other, they are 
doing nothing more than simply touching the skin of the 
communal problem The heart of communalism goes 
on vigorously palpitating, promising to live on as long 
as the body politic of India. St II their work is not to 
be depreciated. Perhaps they are doing the spade- 
work. Perhaps the worldly leaven is against them. 
Perhaps their members are few and rare. And 
selfishness is ubiquitous. Perhaps they are w^orkmg on 
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very solid foundation — the change of human heart 
But I believe only in a vigorous attack on the 
cbmmunal monfter Vigorous very vigorous, as 
vigorous as possible Com onnalism as I have told 
you repeatedly is a chronic disease And as you very 
well know, desperate maladies require desperate 
remedies. Let a‘l men interested in the welfare of 
humanity humanity that overflows the borders of 
India and England cement themselves into living orga 
nizations organizations that are the embodiments of 
sincerity and self sacrifice Let us start an Inter religions 
Society wi h definife and practicil id».al5 which are as 
clear as crystal to the illiterate and half illiteritc 
masses And Uc us go on multiplying these inter- 
religious Societies, with one uniform ideal, till find 
them in all conpnencs m all countn'^ m all cities in 
all villages m all sreets and in oil lanes Since the 
societies are to be universal tbuir common bondage 
must be simplicity itself Their unifi d ideil 
should b- brief, on indisjoluoble whol ind yet 
capable of multitudinous express ons, to avoid the 
slou'^h of mutual d;ss._nsions into nhich so many finest 
movements of the world have fallen If you want an 
example the Theosophicol Societies will supply it. I 
have lost faith in them because if a handful of theo*> 
phats cannot make up tbcir differences liow enn we 
expect them to unite the whole world into an unbreak 
able brother hood ? Soir an Inter rdigious Society 
not become bj ortwd itsdf We mint ovo d inrerml 
as well as extcfnal conflict The aims the ideals, the 
purpes , the programm the constitution the bye l«w 



of all Intcr-rcli^Jious Sicctics shou’J i-i'Hitncd up in 
one sentence:— 

•‘By Love Serve One Another*’ 

This n'.tshclis the spirit, uhich is capable of 
manifcitinjj itself into oceans of social activity. Every 
member should bind himself by this principle, althoufih 
every Inrer-rcli/Iious Socictv is at liberty to frame 
itc ov,n individual programme according to social, 
political economic or circumstantial requirements 

The following are a few items chat must be 
immediately framed and vigorously put in to execution.— 

I. inter 'RELIGIOUS PRAYER 

f 

We are badly m need of some prayer that will 
invoke all prophets and all people for the welfare of 
humankind. I have composed the following by way 
of a very crude example indeed — 

"Almighty Father I 
Make us worship 
Bramah and Buddha, 

Christ and Krishna, 

Mohammad and Nanak. 

As one in the world. 

Fountain of Justice 1 
Let there be 
No religious prejudices, 

No national prejudices. 

And personal prejudices 
Be none in the world 
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Peerless Providence I 
Give us ability. 

Give us humility. 

Give us unanimity 
And let not man 

Man shun in the world 

Omnipotent God I 
Let there be 

No war among mankind 
No battle no quarrel 
No cannon, no bullet. 

No gun in the world 

Supreme Director t 
Make us value 
Past as an ounce 
Future as a pound, 

And present as 

A con in the world 

Sublime vuon 1 

Mould and make 
Each child a star 
Each woman a moon 
And every roan, 

A sun m the world 

If some greater literaiy gennu uiU direct hh 
energies to composing an Inter religious Prayer he 
will lay the world under a debt of everlasting gratitude 
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U INTER- RELIGIOUS BIBLE 

The quintessence of all religious books, such as the 
Vedas. Koran, Bible and others, which are funda- 
mentally homocencous, should be squezred into one 
Intcr-rcligious Bible. In addition to the fjcspels of 
prophets and ‘^aints, the humane quotations from poets 
and philosphcrs, such as Saadi, Siiakspearc, and 
CarBlc, should aho be mcludcd. 

III. INTER -RELIGIOUS TEMPLES 

Some Temples should be built consistent with 
the spirit of modernism as w’ell as inter-religiousness. 
These temples should be libraries most reverently 
holding the scriptures of all religions. Audience-halls 
for preaching inter-religious ideas; Museums where 
the best of East and West in painting and sculpture 
should be represented, and also theatres where 
educative films should be shown. I sanguinely look 
forward to a time when every city will have at least 
one such temple on the portals of which shall be 
inscribed “By Love Serve one Another." 

IV. inter-religious CONGREGATIONS 

A time is fast coming when Inter-rel'gious Cong- 
regations will be held in the Inter-religioiis Temples. 
Where Inter-religious prayers shall be read and 
Inter-religious Bibles studied. But let us prepare the 
grounds for that. Let us hold meetings and tell the 
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common people how every religion is inter religion at 
heart. How the teachings of all religions are essentia 
lly the same. Let us tike an craraple With the 
onrush of western civilizaton we feel there is no 
religion in India more distinctive than Sikhism But 
if you study it, history anditssacred scripture Guru 
Granth Sahib you wiU find that Sikhs hive been most 
tragically misunderstood at home as v>ell as abroad 

Sikhbm IS at once the earli>>st and the latest 
religion in the world 

It is the earliest in its simplicity^ universality and 
sacredness of the symbols particulaily the hair, the 
sanctity of which to us is paralleled only by the annaU 
oftheVcdic period In that Golden Age of Hindu 
History all were Sikhs Those were the times when 
the greatest legal punishment for a person was to have 
h/s hair cue It is our proud privi cfc fo claim Sn 
Ram Chandra Lord Krishna Atjuna Vyasa, Manu 
and oihcr yogis and rish’s as Sikhs. 

It is niso the latest religion m histrry n< v.ell as in 
heart. Whit was the mission of Guru Nnnak the 
Founder of Sikhism ? Undeniably and beyond tlic ^try 
shidaw of a doubt it was Hindu-MusUra unity (Of 
I i two Iife-coropanions Bala was a Hindu and 
Mardana was a Mohammedan ) He wtnt on pilgri- 
mage to Hards^ar as well as to Mecca He stuJied 
both the Vedas and the Koran the quintess nee of 
which IS embodied m the Guru Granth Sahib He 
had as many Mohammedan followers ai the Hindus. 
When he shuffled off the mortal coil hn boJy magica 
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lly disappeared from the coffin. Half the winding- 
sheet was buried by the Mohammedans. And the 
other half was cremated by the Hindus 

It was Guru Gobind Smgh who militarized the 
Sikhs for the defence of the poor, the oppressed, and 
the down-trodden. The word ‘ Khalsa” means “pure". 
All men with puie hearts are Khalsas. There have 
been, and there still are, innumberable Hindu and 
Mohammedan followers of our religion. They are 
called Sahjdhari Sikhs, and stand very high in the eyes 
of'our Guru It is an error to regard Sikhism as a 

f 

separate religion. Sikhism is just a militarized movement 
for the defence and the welfare of the weak and the 
helpless, without distinction of caste, colour, creed 
or country Sikhism is Sccutism. 

V INTER-RELIGIOUS 

Inter-religious Dinners should be held off and on 
Men of all castes and creeds should be invited and 
food of the simplest quality should be served By eating 
one meal, we shall become one people. 

VI. IN TER- RELIGIOUS HOLIDAYS 

Holidays of all prophets should be celebrated by 
all people. Hindus should share the hapoinass of the 
Id’s Day as vi^ell as Mohammedans should enjoy on 
Diwali along with -their Hindu biethern. Chnstions 
should also Join them. And similarly Christmas should 
be commemorated by all. Inter-religious Dinners should 
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be arranged on these occasions Personally I keep one 
or two Ramzan ds^s every year, sometimes a full week 
and intend keeping them for the full month along 
with my Muslim brethern There is no reason why 
should all Hindus Christians, and others not keep one 
or two Ramzan fasts to sympathize with the sister 
community 

VII INTER-RELIGIOUS WELFARE 

Let us think for the welfare of all men and women 
and children to whatever country and community 
they may belong Every person should bear the badge 
* By Love Serve one Another on the collar of hts 
coat And be true to it in thought word and d ed 
Our first and foremost duty » that wc should fight 
the monster of unemployment. 

Vril INTER RELIGIOUS MARRIAGES 

There cannot be a firmer tie between community 
and community than inter^ommunal marriages Mr 
K L Gauba stated dunng the Shahid Gunj agitation 
that Muslims can not unite with Hindus, because the 
latter keep themselves aloof m all social matters of 
relationships. That s a fact however bitter it may be. 
We cannot expect a solid Hindu Muslim unity 
without a solid social kinship Consequencl^ instead of 
being regarded colummousas ic has been done through 
the ages, mightily deserve to be encouraged by all 
thought ful men 
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rX. REMEDIES BY INDIVIDUALS 


I h^ve boundIe':s faith in the capacity of indivi- 
duals who work alone and single-handed but sincerely 
for the welfare of humanity. If a man has a mind to 
improve the worl i. but thinks that he cannot do any 
thing becase nobody else will support him, he is cuilty 
of serious self-deception. Improvements of far- 
reaching importance are carried out by common 
sincere men who work “as obscurely as corpuscles m 
our blood”. A man who bves and serves people in 
his street is as great as a leader of international fame. 
If a single Hindu loves and serves the muslims whom 
he meets in his everydiy life he creates an effect 
which IS transmitted through generitions and surpasses 
the influences created by a constitutional reform. A 
single sincere person has m him more potential powers 
of legislation and execution than a hundred British 
Parliaments. The ultimate laws of a country must be 
enacted by the hearts of individuals rather thmthe 
heads of parliaments. By reforming the individual, 
you can reform the society, but not vice versa. By 
reforming himself, an individual generates a spiritual 
force of unfathomable dimensions He can reform 
anybody and everybody by a magnetic touch. 

Every individual is a law to himself He must 
carve out his own programme whether he wants to 
reform himself, his neig hour or the whole cosmos. 
Everyday business itself is cipable of being tia smuted 
into the highest and the noblest of social service if 
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wc just tJunk more of men we meet than money wc 
get from khem It is not for me to lay down lines 
which an individual intending to reform the society 
should follow It bleeds my heart to see bow mankind 
IS labounng under artificial maladies All troubles of 
the world would vanish like cobwebs if every man 
would look upon every o&er man as a inend rath r 
than as a io^ ^ 
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CHAPTER IV 


EPILOGUE 

f 

Unity may follow freedom, but freedom must 
follow unity. Therefore, there should be nothing 
dearer to the heart of an Indian than Hindu-Mushm 
unity. But what we want is a real heart-to-heart union 
and not merely a political temporarization. There is 
a need for mass contact between Hindus and Muslims 
and not merely a political conference between 
Congressices and Leaguers. What we want is social 
love rather than political hate. 

What India needs most is love rather than libertj'. 
What IS the use of freedom to us if our motherland is 
rent asunder by communal bickerings ? Interna^ 
solidarity mu«t precede political emancipation. 
Independence will be simply an apple of discord if we 
all, Hindus Muslims and others, have not learnt to 
live like brothers and sisters in perfect haridony. 
Communal Award is a great evil, but we must not 
cloak the greater evil in us. Otherwise how could a cup 
of honeyed poison set us by the ears ? Let us fight the 
brute outside us. Instead of overwhelming ourselves 

1^3 



Gandhi and Jinnahhave sometimes met by apoomt- 
ment but then they have meC ^th the spirit of politi- 
cal bargaining just as the two shopkeepers meet in the 
market One amusing instance of misunderstanding 
between Gandhi and Jmnah was Gandhi s letter to 
Jmnah which was suppressed by the British Govern- 
ment although Jmnah had started that nobody dare 
suppress it 

* This letter of Mr Gandbi can only be construed 
as a move on his part to embroil the Muslim League 
to come into clash v,ich the British Government 
solely for the purpose of helping his release so that he 
would be free to do wnat he pleases thereafter said 
Mr M A Jmnah president of the All India Muslim 
Leaguei m a statement commenting on the Delhi 
communique. i 

Mr Jmnah added “ There is really no coangcof 
policy on the part of Mr Gandhi and no genuine destre 
to meet the suggestion that I made m roy speech 
duting the session of the All India Muslim League at 
Delhi. Although t have always been ready and 
■?\3hng to meet Mr Gandhi or any other Hindu leader 
and shall be still glad to meet him yet merely 
expressing hts desire to meet roe is njt che kind of 
ephemeral letter that I suggested m my sp ech that 
Mr Gandhi should write and which has been now 
stopped by the Go\crnrocnt I have rectiveJ a comrau 
nication from the Secretary to the Government of 
India, home D-partment dac%.d May 2-lth that Mr 
Gandhi s letter merely expresses a woh to meet me and 
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waimg Co-come to a- retttcmcnc with the Muslim League 
on the basis of Pakistan, we were wfllmg to bury the 
past and forget it. I still believe that the Government 
win not date tostop such a letter if it came from Mtr 
Gandbu 

‘ I regret that the Coni^ess press, e» usual, » 
nrdulgmgin cheap gibes and slogans based on the 
pubhcatioo of isolated passages- from my speech and 
even these are mutilated and important words are 
eliminated from- them This may ^rve as a misleading, 
and mimical propaganda but is not calculated to- 
create a friendly atmosphere which is essential 

*ln my opinion the press and those who* are 
mdulgin^r iivvarKXjs- tbougbtless^ «tatemcnts-are dcun^ 
a great dts service 


2 

JINNAH ADV/SES GAl^DHl 

One of the severcs* attacks on Gandbi was latnr- 
ebed by Jinrrah immediately after the failure of the 
Simla Conference ra August 1945 

Mr Jinnab analysed the Simla Conference] and 
said r 

The first ipiesticmr o why Jid Mr Gandhi as one 
of the leaders of the recognised parties goto Sirolar 
having gone there why did Mr Gandhi not attend 
the conference, the reason is simple It a to play the 
rde of a wire-puller He was not merely content 
with being an adviser of the Congress and its Working 
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Committee, but fae constituted fhimself as an adviser 
c^f the Viceroy and through him the British nation. 
Mornings and evenmRs, the Worfcing Committee meet- 
ings took place and he v^as the guiding spine behind. 
When It suits him, he represents nobody^ he can talk 
an individual trapacity^ he is not even a /our-anna 
member of the Congress; he undertaVes fast to decide 
the political issue; he reduces himself to zero and 
consults his inner voice; yet, when it suits him, he is 
the supreme dictator of the Congress. He thinks he 
represents the whole of India. Gandhi is an enigma, 
Hov/ can he come to a settlement with him; there was 
so much venom and bitterness against the Muslims and 
the Mushm League that the Congress were prepared 
to go Co any length with two objectives. First, to 
hammer down, humiliate and discourage the Muslim 
League and every method was adopted to bully us, 
coerce us and to threaten us to ^surrender; the second 
was to see the Muslim League was ignored and by- 
passed and for that purpose, they scooped to the lowest 
point; that they threw up their principles to the v/inds. 
The Congress leaders who championed ^‘Quit India” 
and complete independence and of which they make 
every year declarations, went to Simla defeated, 
frustrated and scared and threw themselves at the 
feet of Lord Wavell to secure certain portfolios, be- 
cause there was no question of self-government i^ithin 
the framework of the present constitution. 

In order to be on the right side of Lord Wavell- 
they first tried to beat down and second so work him 
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up as to get him bypass the League through a short- 
sighted and miscalculated policy adopted at Simla 
which was a complete failure Now» they accuse LordS 
Wavell of breach of faith and allege that he bad given 
an assurance to ignore and bypass the League I don C 
believe It Even if he wanted ifc be couM not have 
done It 

* TWO MAJOR NATIONS 

There are only two major parties in fha country 
and Lord Waveil s broadcast was the very conception 
of It Invitations issued to Mr Gandhi and myself vv^rc 
on the basis that Mr Gandhi was the recogni cJ 
leader of one of the parties ind myself tbw leader of 
the ocher The Brituh called them parties, but in fact 
they are two major nations Then? is no doubt Char 
other minoncies must be assured of safeguards but that 
IS not the case with ten crores of Mos’ims who hipp n 
to be a mspnty in the north Western and north is ern 
zones where they want Co establish Tilcistan Because 
the British turned down the Congress proposals nr 
Simla they accused the Bntiih Government of havmf 
given me the veto Th^ p oplc do not know the 
meaning of veto or they try to m» rep es nt tn 
Lciffu There is no question of veto The pro^sal 
■was Jot an interim gav rnment under the preSvOt 
constitimon I have already gr/en mr reasons fhitic 
was unjustand unreasonable Congr^s1 cannot ttpecr 
MS toagret, to what they want hoTCv,.r def umenfal 
toour interests that may be. Whit does ilic Coogfss 
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want; they want to establish a Hindu Raj. But the 
League wishes Hindustan god-speed and freedom for 
Hindustan. At the same time we want to establish 
Pakistan in two ::nnes where we are in a majority. 
Unless Mr. Gandhi and the Congress give up their 
dreams of establishing Hindu Raj and by hook or 
crook bringing the Muslims into it for which they have 
been determinedly working, they cannot expect us to 
transfer ourselves from the British Gov^ernment to a 
Hindu Raj. 

People say the conference was a failure I would 
say the conference is wound up for all time. Since 1940 
because of war we offered our hand of co-o 'eration 
to Britain for defence and prosecution of war. We 
did not want any aggression either from Hitler or from 
the Mikado. In our own interests, therefore, we were 
reads to co-operate. For, what would we have gained 
otherwi'e. Our homes and hearth would have been 
bombarded both in north-eastern and north-western 
zones where Muslims are m a majority. If Hitler had 
succeeded we would have been thrown from the frying 
pan to the fire Therefore, it was a war emergency 
^hich called for an interim settlement for the success- 
ful prosecution of the war When Lord Wavell went 
to England the war ,m Europe had not finished But 
now remember the war in Europe is over and the war 
in the Far East is almost coming to an end. Japan is 
concentrating in her own homelands hundreds of miles 
away. There is no use of talking of interim settlements 
now. Let us go ahead with measures of Permanent 



constitutional settlement Pakistan must be decided 
if the issue of freedom and independence of India is to 
be dcaded. We will never surrender on the issue of 
Pakistan to anybody as our claim is a /ust and right- 
eous one and is the only solution for India 

3 

GANDHI ADVISES JINNAH 

Under the caption# ‘An Appeal to Quaid-e- 
Azam Gandhi wrote in the ‘Hanjan once — 

‘I have been painfully but regularly going through 
the English weeklies that come to me and that are 
devoted to the cause of the Muslim League I read 
them so as to keep myself informed of what the Muslim 
League thinks. Not a week passes but these weeklies 
contain what to me aopear to be distortions of truth 
and vilification of the Congress and Congressmen and 
Hindus What has prompted me to write these lines 
IS a virulent attack on Hinduism in one of the 
weeklies. Here is an abstract from the article” ~ 
Hinduism is the greatest curse of India, and it is 
based on intolcrncc and inequality To call one 
self ‘Hindu is to confess that one is reactionary and 
narrow raind‘»d No decent civilued, honert ond 
sincere human being wbo knows what Hinduism is 
and what It stands for would like to be known as a 
Hindu or fom this faith of pnmitive barbarians. For 
It IS on barbarity that this so-called religion n 
based. No other word can describe the icate of 
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4 


EXIT THE BOTH 

Although I have no sympathy for Dr Ambcdkar 
and bis ideas^ I cannot overlook bis correct estimate 
of Gandhi and Jinnahi advising them both to quit the 
political field We may humbly request him to jom 
them and form a tno outside India 

Asserting that Mahatma Gandhi and the Congress 
High Command had displayed utter political bank- 
ruptcy Dr B R Ambedkar, addressing a mass 
meeting held under the auspices of the Scheduled Class 
Federation this evening pleaded that Mahatma Gandhi 
should retire from active politics He added that Mr 
M A Jinnahi President of the Muslism League who 
has tsken up an impossible po inon should also retire 
Ha said that unless both the leaders quitted the stag'*, 
any move for lifting Indian poliucs from the present 
quagmire was hopeless It was only then that Indian 
politics might be expected to move on a line that might 
help the country cowards its progress* 

Dr Ambedkar said that Mabatma Gandhi was 
by far the most fortunate politician that had ever 
been born He was fortunate because he had all 
the neccssanes for effective politics for the mere 
asking while other political leaders bad to spend 
half their lives in collecting them Mabatma Gandhi 
had both manpower and motey power in all abun 
dance whfle the late Tflak Ranade and Gokhale never 
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bad money-power and for man power they had to 
spend whole of their lives in collecting it. With all 
that, Mahatma Gindhi’s political career had been a 
senes of failures during the last 25 j cars. His politics 
was no doubt very eyciting as compared with the 
placid politics of Gokhale or Ranade But there was 
one thing quite certain, namely, that the politics and 
methods of Gokhale and Ranade would never have led 
the country to its present unfortunate position of 
having to divide the country. Mahatma Gandhi's 
politics had resulted in that tragedy ‘Instead of 
getting Svaraj”, Dr. Ambedkar declared, “and dis- 
cuss ng that solitary question, we at the end of journey 
have been presented with totallv different problems 
which probably Gokhale and Ranade would never 
have permitted to arise** 



CHAPTER tt 

CONGRESS AND LEACU'E 

If the League jcnously deCtdzs to become a ^eracf' 
Cratic body, the drfference bcrvyeen the Congre^ and 
the League will disappear in the thin air Let the 
titled gentry retire and give Che reins of leadership to 
the masses An effort should be made to enlarge itff 
constitution so that non''Mu Ifois carr acguire member 
ship Is It really coo late for the Muslim League to 
become Hindu-Muslim League ? Let us hope it a not 

1 

popular influence 

Popular influence in the League as m the Cong 
f€ss has often asserted itself, but vrbereas the Congress 
hall encouraged it the League leadership has often ^ 
dampcH popular enthusiasm This happened m the 
fifhilafaC MovemenC when Che popular enthusiasm ivas 
so great among the Muslims that they broke away 
ftom the rcaCCioitary leaderabtp At a low level it has 
always happened, and the spirit of revolt is not dead 
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tha MisUns afatn'tt the reaction iaricj F )r 
instance jircac enthusiasm was created when the 
Gov'ernment suppressed the letter of Gandhi addressed 
to Jinnah, but the League leadership did not act 
V. icely. 

“The refusal of the Gwernnvnt of India (o 
allow the letter written hv Mr Gindhi to reach 
Mr. Jinnah will he condemned by all sections of 
public-opinion both in and out of India.” said Seth 
Yusuf Abdulla Haroon, M. L A , (Central) and Joint 
Secretary of the Sind Provincial Mudim Le^Rue in a 
statement to the press. Mr. Haroon added “For 
Muslim India, it is a paricular matter of gr^^at concern, 
especially as Qaid-i-Azam had emphatically warned 
the Government from taking such an unwise step. I 
feel that Muslim India stands to-dav on the threshold 
of a momentous decision Darkness seems to envelop 
die entire political firmament of India. But I see on 
the horizon a silver lining, for in the person of Qaid- 
j-Azam, we have a leader of vision, patriotism and 
determination. The eyes of rhe Muslim natinn are now 
turned on liim. In his sagacious leadership Muslims 
have implicit faith.” 


2 

CAREERISM 

/ 

W hile , the Congress is not free from the pest of 
careerists, the Muslim League has long been under 
their heel, although recently the League has also 
began to shake itself and keep clear of the careerists 


as far as possible The rcreption that Sir Ferote 
Khan Noon hase had in the League circles shows 
that the mcmhef* of the League arc now on their 
guard and properly expect a paricxl cf apprenticeship 
from the new entrant 

In a typically quixotic fashion Sir F K. Noon 
resigned from the Viceroy s Council Some sav he 
asked for a Governorship others say he wanted to be 
the Agent General to the United States, but Wavell 
shook his head — as only experienced Generals can — 
with a decisive no Beside? the Simla Conference 
had proved to Noon that the reward for ‘'services 
rendered abroad had come to an end and people 
now talked foolishly of their r presentativcs The 
Punjab backdoor did not work and Jinnah wanted 
credentials before nomination Noon referred to the 
letters from the states andU K all be had done 
for Pakistan but Jmnah did not play So Noon 
decided to become a ‘selfless worker of the I-eacue 
and resigned. 

The night of the l4ih September saw him at 
the Delhi Mam Station cn bsway to conquer the 
Punjab The prospective Fuehrer of the Land of 
Five Rivers bad no one but a few ICS hangers on 
and relations to wish him luck in bringing about unity 
among the Muslims of bis beloved province The 
next motnirg at Lahore Punjab League stalwarts 
welcomed their deliverer from the oppressioo of 
Unionist Raj but when be asked to be made member 
of the ProNincial Election Board he was told that 
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such petty affairs bettei -be left to smaller fr}’. He 
went to addiess the provincial League Working 
Committee, and they greeted him with open arms, 
but adjourned the meeting and did not resume their 
proceedings till he went away. Out of thirty Muslim 
Unionists be had written to secretly to join him m 
smashing the “traitor to Islam’ only four or five came 
and talked of Kings and Cabbages. Out of the 
eighteen Pirs and Sajjadanashins he had invited to 
give a ‘fatwa* in his favour, only two turned up. The 
Premier was away on tour, and was not to be found 
to receive the staggering blows of the new leader 
in the cause of Islam. These were however, minor 
matters, so he made a great speech asking the 
‘ brothers of the Millat in the Punjab” to unite, but 
added that “I do not want to-day to utter a word 
against Unionist Muslims unless I am convinced that 
they do not want to be united with the other Muslims.” 
Asked whether he had any pi'oposals to make to the 
Punjab Premier, Noon said that he had none except 
that he would try his best to persuade him to join 
the League. Later, feeling this was not good enough, 
he opined “This effort at an unde-'sCanding should 
not cake more than a week or ten days " The “self- 
less worker” did nor fail to remind the Pressmen that 
he had no desire to seek election or to hold any office 
unless he was pushed into it This ended the first 
day of the great camoaign for Pakistan. 

/ 

The whole cf next week provided no opportunity 
for servng the Millac Hardy anyone came to see him 



to enable him to deliver another great ontion He 
felt quite tired "vaiting m the lounge of Falctti s Hotel 
and walked up and down all the corridors. Lady 
Noon felt depressed and thoughc the afternoon was 
already at hand By force of habit he tried to revive 
hi spirits by once again serving his erst while masters 
He told the “A sociated Press that a Council of 
Bntish Nations (Dominions and India) was a good 
thing If for the purpose of common defence and 
economic development we hove to keep cloee together 
personal contacts arc essential He had for a 
niomert forgotten Divide and Quit India slogan 
of the Quaid i Azam Then with regard to Wavclls 
announcement — cattetzed both by the League and 
the Congre-s — he forthwith said that the Viceroy 
or H M G could not have aid or done anything 
else in the circumstances Thus while the Blitz 
against Tiwana progressed somewhat tardily Noon 
kept himself busy in serving those be has never failed 
for the last twency years 

At last the day of judgment arrived On Sep 
tember 23 Noon encountered the Punjab Premier 
The tall lasted for three houis and the promised 
p nlic statement was not forthcoming because, he 
uud We have decided that neither of us should make 
a public statement The great task was accomplished 
N on joined the Lcacuc is a selfless worker and 
got pushed into deciding to stand for elections. The 
Unionists stood where they were and so did the League 
In conclusion, Noon and Ladj Noon left for Quetta 
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for a holiclay. May be, there the Quaid-i-Azam would 
inspire "^them to embark upon a fresh campaign this 
time to win a certain victory against the ‘enemies’ of 
Islam. 

In a statement to the press, Khan Bahadur Sheikh 
Fam Mohammad, Parliamentary Secretary to the 
Punjab Government, refers to Sir Ferose Khan Noon’s 
recent speech at Rawalpindi where he is reported to 
have described the Unionist Party as a “stumbling 
block” in the path of India's freedom, and says ; 

“It would apear that in addition to his sudden love 
for the Muslim League, Sir Feroze has also developed a 
consuming desire for the freedom of his country- It is 
interesting to recall the stages by v;bich his patriotism 
has grown. 

“As a Minister in the Punjab, Sir Feroze was 
never known to be among great nationalists or lovers 
of freedom. After quitting the Punjab, pro-British 
propaganda- in foreign countiies was his special line of 
public activity. Occasionally he over~did nis part and 
embarrassed even the Britishers. 1 he highlight of a 
senes that astonished Britain and India ^as that 
India had^already acquired Dominion status, without 
the British Government or anybody else having be-" 
come aware of the change. 

“On his return from San Francisco recently, he 
found that his seat in the Executive Council was in 
serious jeopardy because the British Gevernment had 
decided upon a new policy in the shape of the Wavell 
^ plan Sir Feroze, therefore, changed over-night, and 
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according to the newspaper reports tned to torpedo the 
Wa veil plan by describing it as far short of Dominion 
status and unsatisfactory to Indsa 5 political aspirations. 
This sudden patriotism OR the part of Sir Feroze only 
elicited ridicule from every quarter Lord Wavell 
adhered to his plan and the Simla conference was 
held 

Sir Feroze now adopted a new line of strategy 
to secure for fafmself another term of office m the 
Executive Coundl It is an open secret that be 
sought the help of the Unionist Party as well as the 
Mushm League and to disarm the Congress opposition 
to his inclusion m the list of selection, even performed 
pilgrimage to Armsdale to seek forgiveness for his San 
Francisco sms and anti-Congress activities of of the 
past After the Herculean efforts came Sir Feroze s 
supreme disappointment m life which he desenbed 
We all were looking forward to the realisation of our 
Irfe long dreamy when due to the part played by the 
Punjab Premier the conference broke up abruptly 
‘ One can understand Sur Feroze s bitterness and 
fully sympathise with him I wish, however to assure 
him that as usual he IS wrong about his facts It was 
the fundamental difference between the Cognress and 
the Muslim Leegue that led to the failure of the 
conference, as explained by the presidents of the two 
bodies m their public statements. Even Mr Jinnah / 
threw the mam responsibility on the Congress and 
could only make a passing reference to-the Punjab 
Premier wh2e Sir Nazim uJ-Dm and Dr Khan 



Sabib absolved bira of all blame. Sir Feroze’s belated 
discovery that Malik Khizar Hayat broke up the con- 
ference IS on a par with his other discoveries of the 
kind, including the one, mentioned above, namely that 
India had already attained Dominion status. 

“Sir Ferozehas been in office for a continuous 
period of about 20 ypars. If his desire to sit in the 
Executive Council for another term as a joint nominee 
of the Muslim League and the Unionist Party has not 
been fulfilled, I would advise him to have a little pati- 
ence and not go about venting his sense cf disaappoint- 
ment in an unseemly manner Polit'cians cannot 
always hope to remain in office. If he remains loyal 
to his new political alliance and does not again change 
colours, he may succeed m outwitting his present rivals 
tn the Muslim League camp and again get the same 
kind of cream out of pohnes as he has been getting in 
the past with the help of the Unionist Party ’’ 

3 

LEAGUE-CONGRESS DIFFERENCES 

The League Congress differences are ideological 
and this has been realised by the Muslims themselves. 
The League High Command does not as yet seem to 
understand' the aspirations of the poor Muslim masses. 
The Calcutta riots and the Bengal Famine, in both 
of which thousands of poor Muslims faave,died side by 
side with their, poor Hindu .breth en, are the greatest 
b'ots on the incapacity of the League Ministry to 



work with and for the masses Thin spoke M Ab Jur 
Rehinan of Bengal 

Muslim League does not represent the Mudim* 
of India The League President did not raise hu little 
finger to help the Muslim majority province of Bengal 
when millions were dying of starvation and yet Mr 
Jinnab wants Pakistan for the welfare of the Muslims 
of India 

I challenge that within fifteen days of the Bnosh 
quitting India the Hindu Musbm problem would 
disappear and the peof^e of India would decide 
Fakistan, as they like as free people 

Sir Mohammad Iqbals son Mr Aftab Iqbal 
has addressed the following open letter to Mr Jinnah~ 

Dear Mr Jinnab* — Now that the Viceroy hay 
refused to allow tn*- League to form the interim 
Government the only honourable course left open to 
you is cither to start a passive resistance movement 
and fight the Government or come to a reasonable 
settlement with the Congress or quit the League along 
with your ar stocracic colleagues who constitute the 
League High Command That n the only way you 
can prove your worth as a leader especiairy as the 
leader of the Muslim Community You are^ perhaps 
not aware of the fact that you are becommg mcrcasingly 
unpopular with the Mosfim masses and the Muslim 
mtcingentsia When the Viceroy fixed the number 
of the members of the new Executive Council m the 
mtenm Government 8C 12 on* thefifcy fifty basis you 
were not only agreeable but quite pleased, when be 



sncreased the number to 13 you agreed to that also. 
When he raised the minjbcr to 14 you meekly sub- 
mitted to his decision. What does it show ? In my 
judgment it shows that you do not want to displease 
your British masters and consequently have not the 
courage to go against their wishes. But if this charge 
IS incorrecr you must come forward and prove to the 
Mussalmans of India that you are capable of coming 
into confict with the Government for the honour and 
the Muslim Community for whose progress and welfare 
you feel so much anxiety. The Muslims of India want 
to be convinced that their Qaid-i-Asam can go 
through the trials and hardships of prison-life for the 
sake of the Muslim League as the Congress leaders 
were able to undergo such hardships for the sake of 
the Indian National Congress. / 

During the last election the provincial henchmen 
of the League lords duped the Muslim peasants 
m the name of God and the Holy Prophet 
in order to swell their numbers in the Provincial 
Legislrtures. They took advantage of their ignorance 
when they needed th^iir votes, but now when they are 
being subjected to so many disabilities for lending their 
support to the League not one of your League lords 
or any of their provincial supporters is prepared to 
listen to their grievances and offer them even a few 
words of sympathy. Given a sufficient amount of 
Ignorance, credulity which, strangely enough, often 
co-exists with good intelligence and a man wealthy 
and daring enough to push forward and declare 
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himself to be a savioiTT of Islam in a subject countiy 
like Indialt is nop difficult to invent a political theory 
and to build an organisation whose creed is political 
servility And in the Punjab even an ill woven net 
of a few theological eirpressions and religious slogans 
can capture the innocent Muslim peasant who 
has been for centuries exposed to all kinds of explor 
tation Had my father lived up to this day he would 
have been the first to condemn the present League 
High Command and worked for its downfall The 
League Hitlente di<jue must go and make room 
for men who truly represent the masses of Islam* 
The League must be a peoplss movement 

Mr K L Gauba Chairman of the Khaksar 
Parliamentary Board id the course of a statement 
refuting certain allegations m k section of the press 
says. ‘In my opinion the pcdicy of the Muslim League 
now IS not the policy that any Muslim who is a 
nationalist at heart can accept, nor do 1 believe that 
if at any tune the interests of the Mushm community 
would be m danger the Muslim League would do any 
thing mbstan lal apart from passing tcsolutions Nowt 
at the lime of elections there seems to be no reason 
why those who have borne the brunt of the battle in 
the past should be acrificed over the a ro'cbair ‘ 
politicians 
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SEPARATE ELECTORATES 

Separate Electorates are the roat cau c of India’s 
troubles 

‘Tf in this critical hour of trial, stress and strain, 
the attitude of the British Government remains unalter- 
able and the British statesmen will not change their 
mentality, the whole world should know that we will 
not forget the injustice done to our country and shall 
keep alive the aim of freedom and self government till 
the end of our lives”, said Maulana Husain Ahmad 
Madam, in the course of his presidential address at 
the Thirteenth Session of the Jamait-Ulema-i-Hind 

The Maulana quoted at length the different 
declarations of the British Government and its chief 
spokesmen, beginning with the famous 1857 Declara- 
tion of Queen Victoria onwards until the British 
declaration of war on behalf of India in 1939. “It was 
'natural/' said the Maulana, “for India to demand a 
declaration of the war aims of the British Government. 
The declarations which were made in this connection 
said practically nothing about the fate of India in the 
posr-war world As a consequence of this hopeless 
attitude of the British Government the various 
political parties in India decided their own policies, 
which resulted in a constitutional deadlock in eight of 
the eleven provinces of British India " 

The Maulana expressed great concern over the 
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simultaneous dark shadows of war that were being cast 
over India* both from the East and the West and the 
nonchalant attitude of British Government He 
declared that if in this critical hour the attitude of the 
Bntish Government should change ‘ We cannot 
forget our aim of freedom and self government to the 
end of our lives. 

DIVIDE AND RULE 

Maulana Husain Ahmad Madam next dealt with 
the communal problem the origin of which he attn 
buted to the British policy of Mivir'c and rule" in 
India He quoted fiistoncal evidence fo show that 
before the advent of the Bntish rule this problem did 
not exist in this country 

He then referred to the problem of Separate 
Electorates and said chat a polincally conscious group 
among the Mussalmans thought that the system of 
Separate Electorates was detrmenta] to the interests 
of that iDtercommunal harmony and goodwill wiich 
was so essential for a country like India “The Jamiaf 
he added bad* after long deliberations adopted the 
pnnaple of Joint Electorates with reservation for the 
safe-guard of Muslim rights 
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CHAPTER III 

HINDUSTAN AND PAKISTAN 


If Pakistan is established by plebiscite, it will 
be a Roldcn achievement of democracy, but if it is 
enforced like the carving of a biscuit of Czecho- 
slovakia, it will be a feather in the cap of Hitler even 
though he may be buried ten fathoms below the 
earth. Hitler is dead but Hitlerism survives. Let 
not Muslim League preach the gospal of fascism. 

1 

FROM UNITY TO DISUNITY 

K M. Munshi wrote the following illuminating 
article in Social Welfare;: — 

So long as Gandhiji was making an earnest atte- 
mpt at Communal settlement it was but proper that 
I should place my views before him, not before the 
public. I may now break my silence on the Gandhi- 
Jinnah talks. All these years I have been anxious 
for the just liquidation of theHindu-Muslim differences. 
But I never expected that the Rajaji formula. 
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conceived though it was jo more than generous a 
spirit, would ever be accepted by Mr Jinnab 

Mr Jinnah will make no alliance on a concession 
of Pakistan conditional on a pJebisate and will 
not rest content with territories which arc predomi 
nantly Muslim He would not agree cither, to any 
central authority limited even to strictly federal 
Subjects Hu object, as 1 have said repeatedly 
during the last three years and what u clear from 
hu letters to Gandhiji, u to destroy Indian Nationalim 
by undermining the faith m India as Motherland on 
which It u founded Between Gandbiji who believes 
that religious conversion does not transform a national 
into a foreigner and Mr Jinnah who thinks it docs, 
60 (or as Muslims are concerned there was no 
common ground from the beginning 

The first contention of Mr Jinnah indicated m 
hu lett'^r of the 25ch September, 1944 u that the 
Muslims of India are a Nanon If this u accepted 
It wHl mean that when India is divided mto two, 
every person converted — by conviction coercion 
or corruption — would suddenly cease to become 
a riational and become a gui<liog The Hindu 
converted to Islam in Hindustan at the moment of 
his conversion would become a foreigner The Muslim 
converted to Hmduum m Pakutan would equally 
become a Sudetan Hindu If Muslims and Hindus 
are separate nations, then Musims m Hindustan 
and Hindus in Pakistan would be foreigners m their 
own respective lands of birth The rdea has to be 
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examined to xiiscover the absurdity on which it is 
based. 

Religious belief as a basis of nationality is unknown 
to modern theory or practice in politics. Ireland is 
divided into two political governments on the basis 
of‘ predominantly Protestant and Roman Catholic 
populations. But conversion of an Ulster Protestant 
into Roman Catholic Church docs not make him a 
foreigner m Ulster. Nor does the conversion to 
Protestantism in Eire make a man a foreigner there- 
or a national of Ulster. The Federal Govrnment of 
Canada was a compromise between the English and 
the French inhabiting separate provinces. The Eng- 
lish were Protestants and the French mainly Catholic, 
Even so conversion makes no difference in the 
national and civic rights of the citizens. Even in 
Middle East the religious bond has m modern times 
been displaced by the national one. In the old army 
of th^ Ottoman Empire there was distrust between 
the Turks and the Arabs though they were of the 
same faith, Atatufk wisely refused to include any 
Arab areas in new Turkey mspite of the community 
of faith, for he knew the bond of nationality has a 
greater hold than the bond of religion. 

PRINCIPLE OF NATIONALITY 

This orinciple of nationality based on rcligioiEs 
belief IS Mr. Jmnah’s political day dream, a mediaeval 
idea resurrected in order to harness religious passions 
to popularise Disruptionism. 
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Tic effort at 5etfrcinent foredoomed to failure 
though It was has revealed to the public the uature 
and extent of Dzsruptioniam to which time and agaiD 
I have drawn attention First it wants to destroy 
the Faith m India as a Mother, which provides a 
Iivmg urge to mfllrons in this countrv ‘^econdlv it 
wants to carve out a Moshm India with a huge Hindu 
febenaranm Lastly, it wants a girdle of hostile state® 
with sovereign powers so complete as to menace the 
life of India and to a certain extent of Ana 

In the above quoted letter, Mr Jinnab s stiggcs- 
tKin No, (4) a that Pakistan as a sovereign state has 
tocomprseSind Baluchistan, North Western Froncierr 
Bengal and Assam, subject to temtorial adjustments 
the nature of which has not been defined. Anyway 
the ptmcple embodied m the Rajap formula of drvision 
on the basis of the communal preponderance of popu- 
lation IS rejected. One has to visualise a sovereign 
state stretching horn Karachi to Pe bawar then down 
to Jtdrandor, ^h a huge territory m the East compns- 
mg the bulk of Benital and Assam, and another 
severe^ state which begms say from Julhindur and 
stretches down to Cape Comonn. 

Mr Jinnah rejects any common poHcy as regard® 
defence, customs or external affairs. He declraesto 
accept any common cewral machinery, and the 
national rights -of each of the aovereign state b not to- 
depend upon tfomtciTe or focal aflegiance but upoo 
conversion from one forth to another This would 
imiBediately imply two warring sovereign states with 
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Sudetan -subjects on crtlier -side of tlic frontier. Tiiis 
muse mean a protracted v/arfare between the two 
sovereign states which would never be liquidated unless 
either a foreign power steps in to conquer both and 
brings back cbe position of foreign domination as in 
British India of 1944 I 

FEDERATION OF PROVINCES 

It IS possible to devise a Federation of provinces 
which arc either predominantly Hindu or predominan- 
tly Muslim. In such a Federation the Centre would 
enjoy control of the federating Muslim provinces only 
as regards strictly federal subjects. If the Hindus 
want a Nation State it is no business of the Mussal- 
mans to impose provincial autonomy upon them. It 
ts also possible to devise a federation which may have 
three sub-federations : A Sub federation of Hindu 
provinces, a sub-federation of Muslim provinces and 
a sub-federation of Indian States. But the division 
of India into sovereign states is an unreal basis for 
any political settlement in this country. As a day 
dream it is dangerous. In practice it ,is unrealisable. 
Hindus will oppose it. So will all sensible Muslims. 
Indian princes will never agree to it Britain won’t 
have It. Postwar international order will not permit it. 

If the lessons of history are not to be forgotten 
altogether it is impossible to harness centrifugal forces 
like those for which Pakistan stands by mere good 
intentions and friendl^ treaties. Communities dis- 
trustful of each other only learn 'to work together 
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for common ends, if they are disaplincd withm thi 
established framework of power In our detestation 
of the Bntish Rule we ignore this truth we had 
ministries we flung them away we had the certamty 
of federal unity under the Act of l'«35 we spumed 
It We had the Cripps Offer to fight our way to a 
higher international status shoulder to shoulder with 
others we laughed at it* We arc now paying the 
pncc How can a compromise, however friendly, 
with no sanction to enforce it achieve unity of aim and 
effort between two sovereign states ? 

Mr Jinnahs immediate object however as his 
letters show, ts to destroy the faith in Nationalism 
Dunng the past few weeks therefore the anguish 
of my spme has known no bounds. My immense 
confidence in Gandhiji as the Nation s symbol, at 
times I found shaken — I confess to my shame I 
thought he might yield to the temptation of a compro- 
mise which might hinder the national jlestiny My 
doubts were unjust I cannot do better than publicly 
confess my shame of having entertained the doubt?, 
even in stray weak moments that Gandhiji might not 
stand for the faith which he has done so much to rear 

faith in INDIA 

I To me, this faith m India as a nation os the 
Mother, IS the only thing that counts I nounsbed 
it under Arvind Ghose I felt that strength of a giant 
when Gandhiji called the partition of Tndia denial 
cf God To me ‘ Vandc Mataram is not a pohtical 
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Fon{! Ic 1? a h\nui v.bich dailv me to the 

x\orflitp of Dtvimt3’ In •solitude and company, in 
pov.cr and despair c'^prcsicd m dramas, novels and 
history of the last thirty >cars, I have felt the enthusi- 
asm to break Her fetters, to sec blood flow for Her 
freedom; to minplc with the fathers of my race who 
served Her. In more ecstatic moments I have seen 
Her as free as She i' Creat, and yearned to die at Her 
feet, r know this faith is shared by millions m this 
land, I have seen younfl boys eh crfully Coinfi to the 
gallows for it. Why should we forswear it ? 

Why should we throw away this Faith rooted 
in the soil of the holv land, on which all that is noble 
and stronc m modern life is reared ’ 

The shadow of defeat may be athwart the land. 
Doubts, empty slogans, false hopes might fill the air. 
“Divide and be free" was the slogan of the faith-bereft. 
W^ith anguished soul I asked myself, has faith in the 
Motherland fallen ? Does the perennial hcrosim of the 
undaunted will no longer serve it ^ 

r prayed and pray that this faith in India, on? and 
indivisible, may remain unshaken; that its flame may 
leap from heart to heart. In matter, or faith, I spurn 
the hateful realities of politics. We may fail to reach 
the goal of a free Akhand Hindustan m a lifetime; but 
the faith shall remain unshaken. There is no defeat 
over which it will not triumph I know this faith will 
kindle fresh enthusiasm The banner of Akhand 
Hidustan will be siezed before it slips. It will be raised 
anew and borne through the ages. 
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HINDU RAJ And MUSLIM RAJ 

Mr Mobamed AIi Jinnab may refuse to define the 
Pakistan he stands for, but there can be little doubt 
judging from the utreraoces of hu lieutenants, that if 
that impossible dream were to come true, it would be 
a fanatic cdioon of Muslim Raj which will create its 
own problems between one Musliiu sub community and 
another If Pakistan is not the same thing as Muslim 
Raj we invite Mr Jmnah to say so publicly When 
he says that there can be no Indian SwSraj without 
Pakucan as be is reported to have said at Cawnpore 
what he really means i$ that there can be no Swaraj 
at all, for Swaraj and Pakistan are contradictory and 
mutually exclusive terms. But the fact is becoming 
more and more apparent that Mr Jmnah is workmg 
for a religious revival and as a reaction to his cam" 
paign IS antiapating a similar revival among the 
"Hindus. What else can he mean when be says that 
m order to Tiberafc seven crores of Muslims Where they 
are in a majority he is * willing to perform the last 
ceremony of tnaityrdorn if necessary and let two 
crores of Muslima be smashed and sacrificed at the 
altar we presume of Hindu Baj ? 

A leader who can realise that there can be no 
Hindu Muslim unity until Hindus give up the dream 
or Hindu Eaj should also be able to realise that there 
can be no Hmdu Muslim unity until MusUins give up 
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the dream of Mudim Kaj* It i'; no U'iC Mr. Jinnah 
tryme to interpret the Confjrcss leadcrc in whatever 
manner he hkc' and then trying’ to a‘;siil his own 
interpretation of their statements. It may please the 
illiterate action of his audiences but n hardly likely to 
endear him to the thoughtful section of his community. 
If* ns he said at Cawnporc, M ihntma Gandhi’s efforts 
to establish communal concord were made in such a 
way that led the Mudims to thmk that he wanted to 
establish Hindu Rii m India and make Muslims the 
slaves of the majoriry communiry, what was there to 
prevent Mr. Jinnah from making his own efforts to 
establish communal harmony in the country? Wr.y 
should Mr. Jinnah assume that the establishment of 
communal harmony is a monopoly of Mahatma Gandhi? 
It is the right and duty of every Indian patriot to trv 
to promote it to the best of his ability. Evey man and 
woman in this country has a right to suggest Ivs or her 
solution of the acceptance of that solution. What 
may we ask, has been Mr. Jinnah’s contribution in 
this direction ^ 


3 

PAKISTAN MEANS DISASTER 

Thus wrote Prof. B. J. Vaswani m the Sind 
Observer dated August 31, 1944:— 

The Muslim League, pampered in the past by 
the easy appeasements of the National Congress and 
astute patronage of the British Paramount Power, 
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has now become an all-devouring parasite for the 
fair plant of Indian nationalism The more sap it 
is allowed to suck from this plant the more tendrils 
it throws out m all directions to squeeze still more 
life out of It. Thus it happens that on the eve of 
new appeasements offered by the Rajaji-Gandhi 
formula Jinnah has already begune to talk of annex 
ing new and undefined temtories to secure economic 
self-sufficiency for an otherwise bankrupt State The 
fatter the parasite becomes, the greater is the extension 
of Its area of mischief till it overwhelms the parent 
tree* and itself falls down dead That is what is 
coing to hapnen to Hindustan, the one homelapd of 
Muslim and Hindu the great banyan tree which has 
sheltered many races and many creed*, which for 
untold centurie« has flowered into a variety of 
cultures all claiming one eternal source of life 
' and power The dream of a long Imc of prophets 
priests and kings the great 'low toil of the spine of 
Indian history is about to be destroyed by the mole 
eyed, faint-hearted action of the present day politi 
mans — and the future will cur«c every one of them 
(not excluding Gandhiji) if they do not halt m their 
mad-carccr of appeasement on one side and baigaining 
bullyism on the other 

PISTOL AT INDIA S HEART 

The quesnon of what is the nghteous thing to do, 
and what is unrighteous seems to be no consideration 
with some of our national leaders today They only 
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see that a section ot India’s population, encouraged 
into uncompromising and irrational avidity, holds a 
pistol at the heart of India, and feel that the proper 
way to save the Motherland is to throw up our hands 
and let the bully brother have his way Is this the 
Ga ndhian gospel of right thouhgt and right conduct ? 
Is this non-violence or co wardice ? Is it truth in action, 
or falsehood in disguise ? I am afraid, we seem to be so 
panicky-anxious to wrest power from British hands 
tfatweare willing to agree to a dismemberment of 
the country and to allow a dagger to be driven into 
the heart of our homeland, so that we may be rid of 
the British, But of whac use will independence be to 
a corpse, to an India where the Hindu will die by 
continual calls of Pakistan on the springs of life, and 
where the Muslim will die soon after. 

DARKr POWERS AT WORK 

Pakistan will bring death to India, to Hindu and 
Muslim alike, and all talk of independence on the basis 
of fragmentation is nothing short of political and spirit- 
ual lunacy. I wish Gandhiji realized it, I wish Jinnah 
understood all the implications of his arbitrrry dema- 
nds. I am afraid, in spite of the great influence the 
two great leaders wield among large masses of men m 
the country, today both seem to be possessed by 
some evil power which is working to the detriment 
of India — Dark Powers have a way of tricking 
nations into traps and inficting irreparable harm to 
them by occasionally seizing the souls of great leaders 
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and making them give a twist to the course of natmnal 
d tin? In such critical moments the lives of nations 
every single individual in the nation who happens 
to glimpse the truth and has the courage to speak 
must come to the aid of the threatened Motherland — 
every Mus’im Hindu, Christian Parsi, who believes 
in the past and future greatness of an undivided India, 
— every one must come forward to help in generating 
an irresistible counteracting force which will exorcise 
the Demon of Defeatist Dividism from the soul of 
India The process of disentanglement, of the tree of 
Indian nationalism from the vicious gnp of the parasite 
of scparatisin, may be slow and bard It will certainly 
cause bruises to those courageous souls who undertake 
the hazardous task and to the tree itself but m the 
end the Hindu and Muslim alike will gam in vitality 
and share m the richness of life abounding — and then 
no power on earth can withhold from them their birth 
right of freedom 

LET US FIGHT SATAN 

Hindu and Mushms ^mone Indian nation and 
those whom the goods have united only a Satan will 
attempt to sever I«tus therefore, fight Satan whe 
thcr he operates m the shape of a Hindu or m the 
shape of a Muslim, and postenty will bless all those 
smaller men who lifted their Voices for a united India 
when their great leaders were about to betray the 
country intti a dangerous snare. Let us all join to 
preserve the integnty of India and its desnned fulfi- 
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raent of the world ideal of unity in diversity. Let us 
not turn our homeland into a vast graveyard as it will 
inevitably be if the principle of fragmentation on 
grounds of rchcion is accepted and acted upon. 

4 

IMPORTANT QUESTONS 

A correspondent, ‘One Nation-wall i' wrote in an 
important daily : 

Well known for his jugglery with words, Mr. 
jinnah in his latest statement tells us that he is not 
fighting the Hindus, but that struggle for Pakistan 
means freedom for both Hindus and Muslims Even 
if It were so, Millions throughout India have grave 
doubts and misgivings regarding the Muslim League 
leaders’ plans and professions. Will .Mr. Jinnah, 
there fore, on the eve of his Victory Celebrations, 
please answer the following ; 

1. What are the territories of Pakistan and the 
percentages of Muslims and non-Muslims m each of 
the territories claimed ? 

2. Muslims as a ‘backward’ community have 
been demanding (and getting) preferential rights and 
treatment Will such prefernces be conceded and 
given to Hindus, Sikhs. Budhists. Christians, and 
Harijans in Pakistan ? 

3. Is the "demand for Pakistan to seek political 
/ustice, equal economic opportunity and better edu- 
cation. or, IS It a desire to dominate non-Muslims in 
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Pakistan ? 

4 Will Pakistan have Islam as State Relijnon ? 
Or V ill It be a secular State ? If the State will have 
Islam as its official reliition how do you guarantee 
freedom of rcligicn to non Mus^ms ? The past history 
refuces any claims to such guarantee 

5 Will Pakistan Government directly or in 
directly encourage conversion of non Muslims to I lam 
and or ‘vice versa ? If through reconversion the 
Mushrn population becomes a minority where wDt 
then Pakistan be ? 

6 Will non^Muslims have the right to claim 
self-determination in Pakistan terncones as you claim 
for Muslims m India ? 

7 Is Pakistan to be created by the will of all 
the people in each of the territories claimed or only 
by the will of the Muslims living m each territory or 
by the will of all Muslims living all over India ? 

8< If Muslims outside the claimed terntones have 
no voice m creating Pakistan how is their opinion and 
clamour for it relevant to the issue ? 

9 What system of Government you propose for 
Pakistan ? If Democracy define it as you propose to 
establish it ? 

10 Will you permit political parties to be formed 
among Mufilims and non-Muslims without any 
Governmental interference 

11 Will there be adult (mduding women) 
franchise and joint-electorate* ? 

12. Will the minoriGes have rhe status of S atu 



tory Minorities and how do you propose to prorecc 
them ? 

13. What would be PnlsKtan’s relations with 
adjoining Muslim States ’ Would 50 U work for a 
pan-Islamic or pan-Arabic or pan-Itanian State ’ 

14. It a foreipn Muslim State invaded Pakistan, 
would you accept their rule ? Would ycu fight them ? 

15. What would be your attitude to Muslim 
minorities in jPakistan e. g., Ahiars, Shias, Momma 
& c. 

16. What js Muslim Culture ? Is there such a 
thing as ‘Indian Muslim Culture’ i* Which of the two 
you consider is m danger ? 

17. Why do you advocate Urdu as the language 
of Indian Muslims ? 

18. What percentage of Indian Muslims know 

speak and read and write the high-flown Lucknow 
Urdu ? Please give figures Province-wise ^ , 

19. Why not adopt Arabic as the language of 
the Indian Muslims, if you consider Islam in India 
must have its own langoage ? 

20. Why have you chosen the provinces you 
claim ? Do they give you homogeneity ? Do you 
think that the average 45 per cent non-Muslim mino- 
nty will make Pakistan safe ? 

21. (a) If the 8 per cent Muslims in Hindustan 
will not have the treatment the 45 per cent non- 
Muslims would claim in Pakistan, what would you do 
to ensure reciprocity ? 

(b) In order to achieve homogeneity would you 
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agree to withdraw all Mtulims from Hindusan and 
force all non Muslinui to leave Pakistan ? 

5 

MUSLIM LEAGUE FASCISM 

If Muslim League wants to win sympatny of 
India and the world ^ must avoid fascist methods 
Intimidation will not do good to the Muslim League in 
the long run Pir All Muhammod ^ashdi of iCarachi 
describes — vivid colours as to how the non League 
Mushms are being persecuted by the League Muslims'- 
The Non~Leaguc Muslims have now for too long 
borne the Muslim League tyranny Our patience is 
construed as mir weakness. Formerly we Were only 
slandered now we are being stabbed In their mercy 
the H gh Command have granted tis a ten da3^s period 
of grace for joining the League or else wc expose our- 
selves to an action und^r the Islamic Law *— not the 
Islamic Law of Muhammad the Prophet but the 
Islamic Law of Muhammad issa the Memberof the 
League Fjgh Command. Under Muhammad s Law 
tho^ wh< stabbed SHafaat Ahmed merited hell Under 
Muhammed Issas Penal Code they are heroes. In the 
Qiaba, the cradle of Islam you can have four 
Musjalahs according to the “Islams” youibllow but 
m India you must have only one ‘Mussalah the 
Mu&salahofMr Jinnah Id Egypt and Iran you can 
have as many parties as there are leaders to be 
fdloweJ but in India you must follow one ongle 



mdividual, Mr Jmnah. In religious matters, 5’ou enn 
depute the very finality of Munammad\ prophethood 
and yet be regarded as a Muslim; m po'icics you cease 
to be a Muslim the moment >ou fail to acknowledge 
Mr. Jmnah*s monopoly of Muslim wisdom". 

“The new concept of Mrshm society and Muslim 
politics introduced by the Aluslim League dees not 
provide for any freedom of opm’on. Even if you do 
have any doubts you must not express them, much less 
act on them Or else the fate of Shafaat Ahmed if not 
that of Allah Bux, would overtake you. No one will 
argue with you; you arc too small to be convinced. 
League doe*! not waste Its words or its timt; it believes 
m ‘Direct Action". 

“This IS not Islamic Democracy where-in an old 
woman could pull the shirt of Omer the great and 
question his honesty. This is Nazism in its most 
degenerated and crude form. It is repugnant to the 
very basics of Islam and on that one ground alone, it 
merits utmost resistance. The moie you put up With 
It the more damage you are causing to the caus^* of 
Islam. Who would join a religion, or a society, in 
which there is no freedom of thought ? And that too 
in an enhghtencd age as the present one. 

MUSLIM LEAGUE IDEOLOGY 

To analyse the respecpve ideologies of the two 
mam groups among Muslims, the Lea uers and the 
Non-Leaguers. The League once wanted Pakistan or 
Death; now happily it would be satisfied if you provided 


five Leaguen with pbs in the centre and grouping 
in the Province When it wan ed Pakistan it aimed 
at vivisection of the Muslim nation into mo e than five 
hundred and fifty pieces, with possibly some imaginary 
suspension bridges to connect one bit with the other 
Without a common centra Muslims would be divided 
into some 530 native states, seven Hindu and five 
Muslim Provinces, not to speak of the tiihbl and the 
excluded Areas Or, even if Pakistan means one 
sovereign State and not Sovereign States within the 
terms of^ the Lahore resolution you can protect only 
les than 5 crores of Muslim population (with precati 
ous majoncies in there major provincei), leaving the 
remaining six crores. for all tiroes, at the mercy of the 
Non^MusIim^, The impact which a united nation of 
10 crores could release lo cases of emergencyw ould not 
be there once 1 C IS Pakistanised 

That stand however, the League has of its own 
accord lately given up Under its resolution of June 6 
It has agreed to the postponement if not to the rejec 
tion of Its fundamental principle of Pakistan its erst- 
while aiucle of faith The subsequent Bombay 
perfOTmance a immaterial it only implies re-employ 
ment of the old sticks for beating the British and the 
Hindus after toe promised price had not been paid 
What a really material a its resolution of June 6, 
wberc-by it has agreed to grouping in lieu of Pakotan 
Even tha grouping from Muslim standpoint a equally 
obnoxious It must produce permanent strife between 
major and minor provinces between the Punjab and 


the rest of ths Provinces in the yoke, between Bengal 
and the small Province of Assam. 

In neither of the schemes is there any provision 
for ‘Hukumut i-Llafiyah*. For *Hukumat-i-IUahiyah\ 
though exploited in the course of the last Assembly 
elections, was hurriedly given a go- bye oa the eve 
of the Delhi League Legislators’ Convention of April 
last. 

Thus, the entire boulderdash comnnsing the 
League ideology implies nothing more than grouping 
which promises us eternal internecine strife m return 
for the luxury of administering, on common basis, 
departments like P. W. D , Agriculture and Develop- 
ment. 

NATIONALIST MUSIIMS’ IDEOLOGY 

As against that, the most outstanding and 
common feature of the political stand taken up by 
the Non»League Muslims is freedom of India and the 
consequential freedom of Islam from Calcutta to Cons- 
santinople. Once the Indian Market is gone, West 
would cease to corrupt, co°rce, and intefere in the 
affairs of the countries on the route to India, which are 
all Muslim. The fight for Indian freedon is, from our 
standpoint, a fight for the freedom of the entire woild 
of Islam from every kind of devastating un-lslamic 
influences, cultural, political, and ideological. And 
once that is done, it should not be difficult for the 
Islamic world again to come into its own.- 

These, m a nutshell, are the respective ideologies 



o{ the League at d Non League Mudims. 

Then among the Non League Muslims you will 
find men who enpy national, and in certain ca<es 
international reputation for their piety, erudition, 
services, and sacrifices, men who understand Islam 
and interpret Quran men who have spent major 
portions of their lives in jails and under untold priva- 
tions for the sake of their convictions men who have 
permanently crippled themselves in the course of the 
ordeals they have gone through and men who want to 
give the Muslim masses the most honest and enlightened 
type of administration opposed to all kinds of exploita 
tion, both at the centre and in the Provinces. 

To compare this great galaxy of Muslim heroes 
with the fraternity monopohsmg the League is to do 
them great injustice The latter have so far given no 
proofs of theu- courage convictions or of their capa- 
city to put m sacrifices All we know is that hardly 
5 per cent of the titled gentry in the League has rclm- 
quisbed titles in response to the appeal of the League 
organisation or that having once talked m terms of 
Direct Acaon the league leaders are now trying to 
talk the very “Direct Action out there are as many 
mterpretations of it as there are men m the League to 
soeak That betrays nothing but mental confusion 
and lack of responsibility A not here or there, an 
assault on a NatioodlisC Mmitm in 5imla or elaewhcre, 
cannot add to the stature of the League. On the con 
trary the League by such violent actions is landing 
the nation in a disaster and is inviting internal war- 



fare between vauous sections oi the Muslim comaiunic>. 

To nrv raind, an orfjanisation which believes m 
narrow -nnndcdncEs, in Nasi method', in percsistin^ in 
Its blundcis and follies, and m exhausting nil its 
strength and resources on terrorising and tyrannising 
over Its own men (the Mu.lmi'), can have no jfuturc 
W’hatsocvcr. All that is needed is that those wdio are 
out of It must organise themselves and put up a joint 
sliow. 


o 

WHY PAKISTAN— AND WHY NOT ? 

Here are some ncccw'crthy points from the articles 
of K. T. Shah 

The first question that is bound to confront the 
leaders when they meet to consider the mam problem 
IS whether or not the question they tackle is to be 
considered on the background of an independent 
India, free from any power or control over her affairs 
by any outside authority; or an India connected and 
dependent, however remotely or impercept bly, with 
the present alien domination So far as one can read the 
published statements on either side, the Congress leader 
seems to make the immediate Indepcdencc of India 
as the first consideration. It is a subsequent question 
whether the country itself elacts to remain united and 
integral, or whether it decides to be partitioned by 
Its own act of volition. Integrity of the country- or its 
partition as desired by the Muslim League, is apparen* 


t]y a secondary consideration to Gandhi]i The first 
problem is to scctire her independence On the other 
hand to the League leader it is the most impor 
tant —the only — problem which matters probably 
and which must be settled first The former will 
therefore insist upon agreement on the is*u of national 
independence from Bnnsh domination the latter 
would emphasise separation of the Muslim maputy 
areas from their Hindu neighbours so as to assure a 
chance of real autonomy and self expre sion for the 
Muslims of India It may be only a difference of 
degree but the matter is sufficiently important to 
point our lest at the very firststep, there mi^hthean 
irrremovable obstacle. 

WHO SHALL SEPARATE - AND HOW ? 

The next decision to be taken by the free vote 
of the people in exercise of the Right of scIf-Dctermi 
nation would be whether this country is to remain 
integral as iC is today from the Cape to Kashmir 
from Baluchistan to the Bay of Bengal or whether 
It IS to be split up into two or more divisions, accord- 
ing to the religious professions of the majority of the 
population m certain areas Obviously if the decision 
were left to a majority vote of the entire people of 
India there would be no doubt as to the verdict The 
decision must accordingly be left to the peoples 
immediately affected m accordance- with the basic 
meaning and implications o* the Right to Self Deter- 
mination But even so the present population of 


the etC!!S hhvlv u> be affected jn n uaxed one. 
The Mudun miprit\ m Bonvlal aid tlic Punjab 
doe*: not e'-ceed 5 per cent and nor nil Muslims 
can be puvtim.d to demc patcicon If the 
decrsion is to be by the smplc map jc> uf those 
persons , — the adults anioiij* them, — the aspirations of 
the mapiicy cuimnunicy in those areas n)<iy qu tc 
posMbh nor be icnhsed. And nhuthcr tlicsc aspirations 
are realised or not will rhe problem of communal 
minontj be solved by this device or reduplicated. On 
the other hand, tho'^e affected by such a decision arc 
nor only the existain majority commuiiityt but tlie 
entire populaton, who have their property, occupation, 
rtlacions and connections all located there m the 
regions of their habitation. Must they be taken to be 
entirely voiceless, merely because of the ace. dent of 
their birth, or the profession of their faith ? Even if 
guarantees are provided for all their fundamental rights 
in ttie constitution, they may not 'vant to live in the 
same region which they once inhabited and enriched, 
now that it is to be separated from the common 
motherland. The repercussions, moreover, of such a 
decision may involve compensation for those who do 
not elect to stay in a territory, frankly carved out on 
the basis of religious professions which they do not 
share Arrangements must, therefore, be made for 
not only their transport and resettlement in areas 
where they feel ih more congenial surroundings, but 
also for their conpen^atioa for any loss or abandoment 
of property, occupation and connections which they 
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have to give up in tbc land of their onginal habitation 
and domicile Even if the right to free movement 
and settlement as between the several parts of tbc 
country is premised and guaranteed some machinery 
will have to be devised to facilitate initial redistribution 
of the population following upon a territorial and poli- 
tical reconstiuction of the country based on religious 
lines Will the leaders connder such matteis or 
will they leave them to be settled by some future 
authority ? 

PERCENTAGE FOR PLEBISCITE 
TO GIVE VALID DECISION 

The question of the proportion of vote which js 
validly to decide the mam issue of partition— even if 
It 15 agreed that the right to such vote is to be restricted 
to a given community and even if it is concomitantly 
conditioned by the provision of facility for tbc dissen 
ters to secede from such rearrangement^ — will be the 
next senous hurdle fo the leaders If this decision is 
left only to a simple majority of the community de 
sirous of iieceding in a distnct with barely 51 per cent 
of that community it is possible that less chan 36 per 
cent of the total papulation may impose their will 
upon 74 per cent of the rest of their fellow citixens. 
Ibis is not a mere right of the Mmority> but an abus^ 
of Its weakness 

The Lf ague rcsolutioos on this subject do con 
template tenitonal reaiiangcment in existing umts with 
Muslim majority in the aggregate population and So one 
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feels ju'C’flcd TO assume that n rcdtstnbution ns 
between the Muslim nnd non*Mushm majority nrcnsi 
within the existing units of the Pnn|nb nnd Benrnl 
would be premhed, even m the basic formula for 
partition. But if tins principle is fivcn effect to in 
its entirety, nnd earned to its !o;!ical conclusion, the 
boundary line may have to be drawn in many eases 
in the middle of some districts, and even of some 
villages within a district, in the existing provincial 
units. That would disrupt the natural economy of 
those rcCions, whose consequences may not have been 
envisaged m all their gtirancss by those considering 
only the letter of the formula. As-^uming that there 
would be no such rcductio ad absurdum in practice, 
given mutual goodwill, if the main formula is agreed 
to, the question of the percons voting, and the 
proportion of the actual majority valid; y deciding 
the issue of separation or integrity, will still remain. 
As a matter of political equity and social justice, it 
seems that unless 5f per cent of the aggregate popu- 
lation in any area decide to separte, no such separa- 
tion should be agreed to in tho'e Provinces. To 
achieve that end, voting on the plebiscite, — even if 
confined to the Muslims — should require a 3/4 majority 
in the areas with at least two-thirds of the population 
being Muslims. This, m practice, may render the 
scope for realising the League ideal very limited; but 
that seems to be the only just bdsis for a decision by 
plebiscite on such an issue, which must affect genera- 
tions yet unborn 
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SOVEREIGNTY UNDER SECESSION 

The quesnon of th* Sovereignty of the seceding, 
as well as the rcmaininr, areas will have next to be 
dealt with Is each of the existing unit with a Muslim 
majority if it decides to separate from the existing unit 
called India, to be a new Sovereign Sratef? Of must 
the seceders, form themselves into some sort of a new 
federation or confederation of their own after separa- 
tion ? Even on the latter hypothesis, rhere will have 
to be set up at least two Muslim Federations as against 
very likely one solid non Muslim bloc This is a question 
of intercut and concern not only to the seceders. The 
remainders wiU have to d a! for a!) the matters that 
continue to be of common co cetn notwithstanding 
such petition, with the successers of the present 
Government m those parts and so they are entitled to 
know whether they would have to deal with one 
sovereign unit two or more 

The amalgamation of (he partitioning units into 
a new federation, or confederation will also be con- 
cerned with the question of the division distribution 
of sovereignty as between the centre and the units ■“ 
a problem which may not be quite so serious with the 
Remainders alter the secession of the Mu lims. 

And finally, there is the question of the External 
Limitation of Local Sovereignty, — whether in the 
Federation of Muslim States and non Muslims, or m 
unitary, independent soveicign atates, set up by patti 
tiOD as apparently contemplated by the lisague 
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Resolution. Obviously, Treaty oblnlations. if anv arc 
incurred at the time of Biitain partinp with power, 
may ennsntute one such limitation, while the Guaran- 
teed Rights of Minorities, might ncccsutacc another. 
The Problem of the Indian States is an ksuc by itself, 
which will be considered later. The two sections more* 
over. — Muslim and non-Mnshra States of India so 
divided, — may also enter into special Treaties or 
Agreements which may radically affect their several 
Sovereignty, and authority to deal even with their own 
local matters. At the same time, there is the possi- 
bility of a World State being set up after the war and 
India will have to live in this world. What will be the 
reaction of such a development on India partitioning 
herself, when there are proposals in the air for 
Britain and U.S.A. to amalgamate ? Will the Leaders 
consider this aspect of the problem ? 



CHAPTER IV 


HINDUISM AND ISLAM 

Hinduism and Islam are bat two different paths 
leading to one and the same goal of matenal and 
spiritual happiness. In the much too perverted 
surroundings today religion which should have been 
a medicine for maokmd has m its If become a malodyv 
at once the most chronic and tbe most acute. 

1 

RELIGION AND POLITICS 

Dr Kuldip Chand Bedt has written the following 
mterestmg and instructive article on the subject ** 

Tbe word religion itself sugsests prejudices, 
emotions, fancies hopes — everything except facts— in 
tbe mind of nearly everyone who believes in a religion 
it IS an intenselv personal experience. Fulitics a« the 
clearing of tbe ground for tbe growth of personality, is 
Itself entirely impersonal The two, therefore are, and 
must remam, distmct. Both ate valid in then respec* 
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nve spberei, invalid when they trespass into eacVi 
ocher's terricory. For then cither religion would have 
to subordinate itself to the interests of the state, or the 
state would tend to become ft vast missionary organisa- 
tion — conditions of life, both of which arc undesirable 
In fact, rehcion ceases to be a moral force, which it 
mu^t be if It IS true and if it is to endure, when it lends 
Its aid and protection to those who, with its power and 
majesty want self aggrandisement in the world, ft 
no longer remains a divinely inspired message, but be- 
comes a crude philosophy of selfishness and mischief. 

Religion IS a matter of conscience and provides an 
atmosphere in which matters of conscience are not 
endangered. It should not be allowed to obciude itself, 
at the instance of anyone, into the field of politics, 
which, if done would degrade it It appears that m 
the present Indian life the leaders of different religions, 
to ensure their free worship, want religion to override 
political life Itself, forgetting, what, indeed, is essential 
for freedom, that we can be religious and, at the same 
time, conscious of Our common, definite purposes, of 
our inevitable common destiny. 

It is true that vague complaints and equally 
vague admonitions to complainants would not solve 
the problem. But strangely enough some of the 
important leaders in India rather use religion as affor- 
ding an excellent oppjrtunitiy for self-importance, 
than for the increase of justice among men m all their 
relations. The field for the cultivation of the spirit 
of co-operation between the various communities is 



K Di nen s c r but the -skill of those who have assumed the 
responsibdit; of oultivanng it it madequatet m face 
lacking for the greater part. They have not even 
the elementary knowledge -of the facts of common near 
and strive to undo whatever commonness has un the 
long even though chequered history of this country 
been achieved by the strenuous efforts of the only 
Nationalist Organisatron tn India 

INTOXECATION OF POWER 

These people whoatyle themselves as communal 
leaders and receive homage as such from often th* 
Ignorant and the fanatic ought some-times to display 
a ready even intense religrauSt emotion Yet these 
are the people who know very little about their 
religions and scfU less about others and they would 
even for a modest selfish advantage callously sacrifice 
the interests of their co^relicionists They are successful 
at the moment because they know how to play upon 
simple credulous minds bow to influence them for 
a sinister purpose their own leadership end how to 
keep up that mass hystena of fanaticism repeating 
the notorious cry of their religion being tn danger 
Thus they excite and have in face excited their 
co-religiomsts almost to a state of frenzy, which wc 
may call reheious madness chat bnngs these poor 
people nothing but their so-called leaders the tntoxt 
canon of power The promised miHenium never 
dawn« I 

We therefore mu«t distrust our communal lead rs 



They want us to forget, much less strive for, that bro- 
therhood of Indians, which consists not merely in the 
spiritual unity of all men but also m the close associa- 
tion that there is among individuals and their mutual 
inter-actions. 

A great stir has been caused in the Indian politi- 
cal situation because of the recent resolutions of the 
Muslim League withdrawing from the Constituent 
Assembly. Their f^ar is that their limited strength 
and still more limited influence in the forth-coming 
Constituent Assembly would tend to oust their self- 
opinionated misconceptions. The cry of ‘Islam in 
danger’ is un«^und both logically and historically, 
indeed as unsound as the demand for Pakistan and 
the formation for political purposes of parties on 
religious lines, for both of which the responsibility lies 
with the leader of the League Both these preclude 
that imaginative sympathy which, without being 
either humanitarian or condescending, involves the 
just appreciation of the rights and obligations of others 
as members of society. Why should the Leaguer 
presume that the other communities, when in power 
or in a majority, would utilize their position to the 
-detriment of ‘the Moslems ? Is , religion always to guide 
the conduct or thoughts of individuals m this- country ? 
Must the pernicious theories that the so-called leaders 

drill into our lives last us to the end of our days ? 
Must we always be characterised by the strength of 
the narrow-minded — a sort of obstinacy ? Cannot 



we die for a new pnnciple — the principle of 
nationalism ? 

NATIOVAUSM — A RELIGrOV 

Nationalism w a religion far more v«cal and eternal 
than mere Hinduism or Islam It u the most poweful 
relignn in the world to day It may be a d graded 
' form of Polvtheum but* neveriheless as a determinant 
of individual action m the state it most be supreme. 
And we m India whether Hindu or Muslim* are 
utterly irreligious m this tense I The d velopmenc 
of national sm is neers ary in this country before we 
can ever have national self-respect and jntcr-national 
standing But the nationalism we want is* not the 
exaggerated militant nationalism of the Nazi or the 
Fascist but* a nationalism, pacifist and progressive 
' not the nationalism of the fanatic nor even the 
inertia of the self-satisficd We want the entire 
population of this country influenced neither by the 
zeal of the one nor by the language of the other We 
want a staHe self reliant population which will refuse 
to work on any other basis than of the ccwiperattoo 
of the irdividua’ins individuals — not of Moslems as 
Mfis ems nor of Hindus as Hindus — all working for 
the common good. That can come about only if 
we disclaim once for all organisations based on 
religii^us lines and wanting to divic^e up India on a 
religious basis. 

It seems clear that religion m some form or the 
other, j has tend d to atrophy the external conditions 6f 
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tlie life of a section of the Moslems in India by becom- 
ing the instrument in the hands of some leaders who 
have arrogated to themselves the task of prescribing 
for them what mind, what will, what character and 
what outlook on pohtics they must have. Religion, 
therefore, among some in this country has over-empha- 
sised its point of view; and the leaders have failed to 

V 

realise that religion though it may, and in fact does, 
have a purpose it is a distinct and vastly different 
purpose from that of politics. It is an instrument 
through which grace is obtained; or it may be regarded 
as a step in the progress of the soul towards the d vine 
creator. It must not be used, as is being done, by the 
leaders to further their own mundane inteiests by 
creatir'g jealousies or hatred or degraded to serve in 
the childish nvalry for political power. The ideas of 
different religions should be interpreted and t tilized in 
terms of social morality, so that religion just as it serves 
the individual soul to transcend the limitations of 
matter, should also serve the body politic in giving it 
richness and fulness and make our country great and 
Its inhabitants respected. 

The ideals and the activities of the two major 
communities are not contradictory, but complementary; 
and the leaders of these commumties muse promote, if 
truly patriotic, and not hinder, the interchange of 
ideas and services which the Indian National Congress 
has strenuously, for more than fifty years, tried to build 
up; The primitiveness of the segregation of the religious 
communities on a territorial basis is too obvious to need 



comment. We arc a great people but-sorely -atneken 
and deeply humiliated. We want to be inspired by a 
fresh faicb and fresh hope and we: want to be led, not 
by a sectarian Moslem or Hindu leadership, but by 
one wholly ^nd solely Indian Otherwise India will 
continue to be the sporting ground of foreign imperia- 
lists, and exploited in their interest; It4x those leaders 
who should be the. first to want India occupying a 
respectable and dignified place m the society of natmns, 
restor e d as it were m to her own and they must, 
therefore, realise that religion and politics, eachjiaxits 
own place. Lee them not in religious zeal on the 
giddiness of leadership spurn the counsels of prudence 
and caution They have now a rare opportunity of 
making India a free country, and let them not, there- 
fore allowit CO slip m quacrellmg over the spoils of 
office They should spare themselves the guilt of 
wreckmg India s future at the altar of their individual 
self-interest 


2 

hindu-muslim unity scheme 

Wc publish below an English translation- of the 
correspondence m Urdu between the lace Raja 
Narendta Nath and Dr Syed Mahmud on the problem 
of Hindu^Mushm unity Raja Sahib s last letter to Dr 
IMahmud was written 2 or 3 days before ha death. 

Dr Syed Mahmud whfle releasing the fcttcrof 
tfac'late Raia Nerendra Nath to the Press, say»< ‘For 



some months we had been discussing the vital problem of 
Hindu-Muslim Unity^ by correspondence. In my last 
letter to the late Raja Narendra Nath, I expressed 
my anxiety over the disruptive tendencies operating in 
India. I asked him, ‘Why are we Indians always 
trying to condemn one another ? Is it the effect of 
climate or is it due to some fundamental defect m our 
social system ?' Here is the letter, which be wrote two 
days before his death m reply to my questions ” 

Dr. Mahmud adds: — ‘I showed Raja Sahib’s 
fetter to Gandhiji. He was v^ry much impressed by 
It Gandhiji and I were very sad when we received tfie 
news of the death of Raja Sahib the next day. Gandhi- 
ji' asked me to get Raia Narendra Nath’s letter publi- 
shed in' the Press and remarked, ‘I believe that this 
letter will prove to be our greatest inheritance from 
Raja Sahib.’ Both Hindus and Muslims have a lesson 
to learn from it. 

“I ccnsider the harmonious social and cultural 
relations between Hindus and Muslims, which subsisted 
in medieval India, to be essential even to«day. Dunng 
the past few years, I have written several books in 
English and Urdu on the subject, but, in view of the 
vitiated atmosphere in the country, I did net think it 
proper to publish them. The late Raja Narendra 
Nath’s historic letter has again encouraged me and I 
may publish the manuscripts on some suitable 
occasion.” 

« 

In the course of a letter to Shnmati Rameshwari 
Nehru, Dr. Mahmud says, ‘T had an ardent desire 
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to visit Lahore and spend a few days in the exalting 
company of Raja Sahib and derive some benefit from 
his mature wisdom But alas my wish was dashed 
Raja Sahfeb s Letter to Dr Mahmud 
My dear Dr Syed Mahmud* 

I am m receipt of your Jetter dared January 3, 
1945 Thanic you very much The kind sentiments 
you have expressed regarding me are a reflection of 
your large-beartedness. I am indeed* sailing in a 
boat which is hardly destined to reach its goal 

The problem of Hindu Muslim relations a un- 
doubtedly a thorny problem I have bcpn devoting 
concentrated thought to it for a loog time You 
perhaps know that I soent a considerable part 
of my life m Government service* including the 
21 years spent m the Ekecunve line. My Hindu 
fnends used to complain that I was partial to Mussal 
mans m the discharge of my administrative duties 
and in my defence I used to quote the example of 
Moghul Kings like Akbar I used to argue that on 
account of the liberal policy pursued by Akbar* Abbas 
the Shah of Persia accused him of having contravened 
the precepts of Islam I have not seen the original 
copy of Siiah Abbas s letter but this letter is repro- 
duced m Abul Fazal s records. Abul Fazal says that 
the people generally have no intelligence to grasp the 
intrinsic merits of policies. I have been pondering 
over the communal problem for the last 50 years I 
have rrot known of a better solution of the Hindu 
Muslim question than the one that struck me at the 
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very outset - I have tried to act on this solution 
People aver that it is no good, but I am not perpared 
to accept their objections as valid. My solution is 
exactly the same to which you have yourself briefly 
referred — namely, cultural harmony and unity. I am 
surprised that this solution has not commended itself 
to Gandhiji and his friends. They have been considering 
the question of Hindu- Muslim unity for over 25 years. 
If this solution had struck them in good time, a tremen- 
dous revolution in the cultural and social atmosphere 
of the country would have taken place by now 
Gandhiji has been trying to create unity only in the 
political sphere and he has not been successful 
\ Nobody can deny that his whole being is saturated 
with sentiments of nationalism and patriotism. But 
probably he is not fully aware of all the social tenden- 
cies which operated in the past He was born in a 
Hindu State and his father occupied a high position 
m that State. His environments were free from all 
those evils which are now found in our country My 
revered father, was a scholar of Persian and Arabic, 
though he was a Hindu. He was an unflinching 
believer in all those doctrines which were considered 
the fundamentals of Hinduism in his time At the same 
time he had intimacy with a large number of educated 
and cultured Muslims, including the late Sir Sikandar 
Hayat s father. 

In 1937, I inoved a resolution in the Punjab 
Legislative Assembly which was, however, rejected- 
People did not appreciate its implications Some of 
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those who opposed the resolution then expressed therr 
repentance tome later on 'How was it that cordial 
relations subsisted between Hindus and Muslims in the 
past ? The reason is not far to seek Besides there 
bemg political unity there was cultural harmony 
because the Hindus of the Punjab U P and Bihar 
in fact the whole of Northern India used to master 
the Persian language and grasp through its m«»dium 
the es entials of Islam Thus they learnt to respect 
the sentiments of their Muslim beretbren 

If you caiefullv study the Hindu and Islamic 
philosophies you will find that the two philosophies 
differ in regard to only one pone The Hindus arc 
pancfaeucic in their out took and believe that the Unr~ 
verse and the Creation arc His divine expression The 
Muslimsi on the other hand are monotheistic m tbeir 
attitude and believe that God is distinct from the 
Universe which iscreatedby him The abovementioned 
belief of the Hindus is the basic reason for their 
idol Wo ship But th«* Hindus did believe in the 
oneness of God. Alberooi who visited India m the 
davs of Mahmood Gbaranvr and who learnt Sanskrit 
to study Hindu culture, has recorded that the upper 
classes of Hindus had a firm belief m the oneness of 
God Dara Shikoh made a careful study of the 
Upnishada'i and produced a translatKjn in the form of 
a book called The confluence of Two Streams He 
has expressed the view that the onene s of God has 
been as strongly emphasised in the Upnabadas as in 
die Quran 
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After a great deal of deliberation I have evolved 
a scheme for the promotion of Hindu-Mushm harmony 
and unity The crux of my scheme is as follows: — 
(U In all the Universities, the study of comparative 
theology as a part of philosophy and political science 
should be made compulsory. 

(2) A fund of one crore of rupees should be raised 
which can easily bring a substantial interest at the 
rate of 4 per cent per annum. Thus a permanent 
income of Rs 4 lakhs can be. ensured. This should 
be distributed equally amongst all the 11 provinces 
of India Each province will in this manner have 
about Rs.^ 30000 at its dsposal every year. This sum 

should be divided into 9 parts. Out of these, scholar- 

■ 

ships should be given to 3 such Hindus as specialise 
in Persian, Arabic or Urdu; and 3 to such Muslims 
asdpvote themselves to thesrudv of Hindi and Sanskfit. 
The remaining 3 scholarsh’ps should be awarded to 
such Hindus and Muslims as master Urdu, Hindi, 
Persian, Arabic and Sanskrit languages. 

It IS not difficult to acquire a good knowledge of 
Persian, Arabic, Sanskrit, Urdu or Hindi. Here is 
the story of my education. My father gave me 
education in Sanskrit and Persian simultaneously. At 
a later stage I learnt Arabic too. Though I have a 
fairly good knowledge of Persian and Urdu, I am not 
Ignorant of Arabic a nd Sanskrit The study of these 
oriental laneuages did not in any way interfere with 
my study of the English language and literature. I 
passed the Manculation examination at the age of 
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16 the B A examination at the age of 20 and the 
M A examinaaon at the age of 21 

Some time ago I read a report in /newspapers to 
the effect that the Government of India had sanction- 
ed a sum of 10 lakhs of rupess to promote communal 
harmony The Punjab Government devotes a lakh 
of rupees every year to this cause Thu money 
should be spent in giving prizes to such Mohammedans 
as write on the contribution made by Hindus to 
human knowledge and also to such Hindus who dilate 
upon the contribution made by Mohammedans to 
human knowledge People wrongly regard Mahmud 
of Ghaznavi and other idol breakeis as the repreienta 
tives of Islamic culture Unfortunately we are 
Ignorant of the golden deeds of true Muslims like 
Imam Ghazah and Ibni Kbaldum Even some 
enlightened Mussalmans imagine that Hindus are 
mere idol worshippers and consider that they are 
fupcnot beings. They do not know what gieat heights 
the Hindus had reached in the realms of Medicine 
Mathematics, Philosophy and Scence. 

I however confess that no communal harmony 
movemiQcby itself can be effective unless it u rein 
orced bv an appropriate amendment of our political 
plans on democratic lines. At least joint electorates 
should be immediately enforced This cannot obviously 
be done unlrss Mahatma Gandhi undertakes the task 
One crore u nothing larger sums can be easily collec 
ted if Mahatma* Gandhi plans to conduct the Hindu 
Muslim unity movement on the lines on which I 
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want It to bp conducted. You will place me, in fact 
the entire country, under a heavy debt of gratitude 
if you will persuade Mahatma Gandhi to turn to this 
work Before an endeavour is made to establish 
political unity among our countrymen the atmosphere 
necessary for its establishment must be created. 
Political independence is not the essential pre-requi- 
site of the attainment of Hindu- Muslim unity and 
much in the sphere of Hindu-Mushm unity > can be 
achieved even under the present circumstances and 
even before the British quit India. 

Kindly show my letter to Mahatma Gandhi and 
let me know what he thinks of my schemel 

Whatever I have said in reply to the Sapru Co- 
mmittee’s questionnaire need not be acted upon at 
once. But, as I have said, the immediate enforcement 
of jont electorates is absolutely essential. 

When you present my letter to Mahatma Gandhi 
kindly recite this couplet of Josh Malihabadi to him: — 
Everybody is distracted and dazed, 

Whom shall I approach ? 

Every Soul Is wrapped up in gloomy 
^ From whom shall I seek light ? 

Yours sincerely, 

(Sdd Natendra Nath. 

P. S — If Gandhiji accepts my scheme, then after 
raising the necessary' fund he will haVe to establish a 
board of trustees to work out its details 
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3 

ISLAM AND HUMAN BROTHERHOOD 

Prof Abdul Majid wrote the following essay on 
the brotherhood of Ulam — 

It 18 admittedly difficult to define thmast and to 
give'the real significance of Rchflton is an extremely 
uphill task a^ the subject of Religion has caused end- 
less controversy m the world Nevertheless, it is al 
ways better to clarify the connotation of terms one is 
going to use while ducussin^ important themes 
What wc imply by Islam is clearly set down in the 
Holv Quran It is entire submission to the will of 
God— 

Whosoever submits bis whole self to God and is 
a doer of good — he will get ho reward with his Lord 
on such shall be no fear nor shall they grieV^ — 
Surah 2 Verse 112. i 

The Religion before God is Islam (complete 
Submission to His Will) — Surah 3 Verse 19 

Do they seek for otb«T than the Religion of God ? 

While all creatures in the heaven and on earth 
have willing or unwilling bowed to His Will, (accepted 
Islam) and to Him sha I they all return, ~Surah 3 
Verse 83. 

In a way Gods Truth is manifest sane and 
sensible creatures accept with joy all that is true good 
and beautiful Even when there is ' disease in the 
heart and judgment is warped by prejudice passion 
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or perversity, every human being must eventually 
edrnowlcdffe God and Kis power. All nature adores 
God and Islam asks for nothing peculiar; it in-^ists that 
we should all follow our better na'^ure and thus make 
our will C'^nformable to God’s Will, as seen in nature, 
history and revelation Islafn*'; message is universal. 

“Ye are the best of peoples evolved for Mankind; 
enjoining what is right, forbidding what is wrong, tfad 
believing in God."— -Surah 3; Verse 110. The final 
stage in the evolution of religious history is essentially 
a non-sectarian, non-racial, non doctrinal, world- wide 
religion, which Islam claims to be. For Islam is entice 
aubmi'sion to the Will of God. In other words, it 
means faith m an Omnipotent, Omniscient and Omni- 
present God and doing right, being an example to 
others Co do right and avoiding wrong, being an 
example to others to shun wrong and having the power 
to see that wrong and injustice are defeated. Islam, 
therefore, has a gripping appeal for the who!e man- 
kind* 

“The same religion has been established for you 
as that which He enjoined on Noah, that which We 
have sent by inspiration to thee, and that which we 
enjoined on Abraham, Moses and Jesus, namely that 
ye remain steadfast in Relig'on and make no divisions 
therein.” — Surah 42; Verse 13. 

God’s religion is the same in essence, whether 
given to Noah Abraham, Moses and Jesus or to 
Muhammad. The source of unity is the revelation 
from God. Faith and Duty-Religion, and it is not at 
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atl a matter of dispute. The formation of sects 
militates against the essence of Religion What we 
are enjoined to strive for, is steadfastness in du y and 
^th and fostering unity among humanity 

“Now then, call them to the Faith and stand 
steadfast as thou art commanded, nor follow tbeir vain 
desires, but say believe m the Book which God has 
sent down and I am commanded to judge justly bc' 
tween you God is our Lord and your Lord For us 
istbc responstbibty for out deeds for you for your 
deeds* There is no contentioo between you and us? — 
Surah 42 Verse 15 

The mmlon of Islam ts beaudfidly commended 
tn tbs werae. The more sectarianism and division 
there a m the world the greater la the need for tbe 
gospel of Unity and tbe preachmg thereof must be 
steadfastly pursued Tbe God whom Islam preaches 
ts not an exclusive God He is the Lord of Worlds 
to any person of whatever creed. “He is your God as 
well as mine Faith is cot a question of words 
theological doctmtes cannot eclipse truth t it o deeds 
which decide. Each one erf us has personal responsi- 
bility for hn conduct There is no cause of deputation 
whatsoever, when we preach Unity, Truth and tbe 
Hereafter If you have misgivings and doubts, the 
ultimate judge and the final arbiter a God and His 
White Throne » our goal. ' 

Islam o ngidly and luggedly monctbeatic there* 
fore, those who believe in the oneness of Godr cannot 
hut pn^ faith on tbe Unity of Uaokmd or Human 
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“And people are not but a single nation***— Surah 
1 ; Verse 19 All mankind was created one and God’s 
messige to humanity is primarily one, the message of 
unity and the gospel truth. But as selOshness and 
vanity got hold of man, certain differences sprang up 
between individuals, nations and races on God m His 
infinite mercy sent them' messages through Hia 
Messengers — prophets and 'avtars’,to suit their varying 
mentality. 

“Mankind was but one single nation and God sent 
messengers with glad tidings and warnings.” —Surah 2; 
Verse 213. 

' “O oeople be careful of your duty to your Lord, 
Who created its mate of the same kind and spread 
from these, too many men and women.” — Surah 4 ; 
Verse 1. 

“O Mankmd; We have created you of a male and 
a female and made you tribes and families, that you 
may know each other.’’ — Surah 49 : Verse 13. 

This IS addressed to alt.mankind. Tribes, races and 
nations are but convenient Labels by which we may 
know certain differing characteristics. Before God they 
are all one and he is most honourable who is most 
nghteous. 

“He, i.e. God, created you all from a single person, 
then created of like nature his mate ” — Sura 39: Verse 
6. The teaching we gave through all the prophets was 
this* “Of yours verily, is a single brotherhood of people, 
there are no separate religions and no separate groups. 
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and I am the single Lord and Cbensber of allt there* 
fore» worship me only But people created divisions 
among themselves, cut their one Religion into letle 
bits. In tb^ end, all have to return to us. Thererore* 
remember this IS the truth whosoever does deeds of 
righteousness and bds faith in God, hu endeavour wil! 
not be in vain We are there to record his nibt 
deeds — Surah 21 Verses 92 94 

So ^ only the Quranic verses have been cited in 
support of the theme that I lam is a Universal religion 
It 13 a gospel of global goodwiiland a message of world 
wide unitv Next to the Holy Quran, the Hadith— the 
sayings of the Holy Prophet Mohammad arc conside 
red as authoritative proniuncements, regarding various 
problems and questions. When aslred What is Islam? 
The Holy Prophet Muhammad said “Ab«tine&ce 
and Obedience to God Further asked "What u one 
of the most excellent virtues of Iman (faith) 7 He 
remarked. “An amiable disposition 

What IS Tslam some one inquired The Holy 
Prophet Muhammad obserVfed, “Punry of speech and 
chanev 

“What actions are most excellent ? The Holy 
prophet Muhammad ^id “To gladden the heart oPa 
human being to help the afflicted to lighten the sorrow 
of the sorrowful and to remove the wrongs of the 
injured 

In the sphere of belief, Islam enjoins equal re peer 
for the founders of various faiths, and equal reverence 
for their raewage* The idea of atMchiog varying degices 
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of divmity to different prophets, is entirely foreign 
to the tme spirit of blam, because in final analysis, 
religion is one. Hence glorification of God and service 
of humanitv are us two fundamentals, so all good 
Muslims emphasize increasingly the vital importance 
of human brotherhood. 


4 

MESSAGE OF GURU NANAK 

Sooner or later we shall have to follow the tea- 
chings of Guru Nanak who combined Hinduism and 
Islam in a practical way. He declared that he was 
neither a Hindu nor a Muslim but rather a Man 
His vigorous message of unity was accepted by 
thousands of Hindus and Muslims and they 
followed him ardently. What India really needs 
today IS a man of the zest and zeal of Guru Nanak. 
Mahatma Gandhi, who was immensely fitted for this 
task, has somehow failed to achieve the desired 
purpose. 

Jawaharlal said once that the re^l prophets of 
today are the great ideas that move the Masses. The 
ideas of Guru Nanak still survive and echo themselyes 
through the citizens of India at home and abroad. 

‘Tndia has differences but what country in the 
world IS without its differences ? Ours is a ]vast 
country and. therefore, it is natural that we should 
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have many laneua{!es but pUaas remember the Indiana 
are essehcia^ly a united people disptce tbeir many 
languages and creeds said Sir Aziz u1-H<tque« High 
Commissioner for India in tondsn replying to the 
reception by the British Cou&al in Liverpool 

The High Commissioner recently undertook a 
tour of the north west toivns of England and visited 
the Bevm boys undergoing training in vanous Fac~ 
tones He svas entertained to lunch by the Indians 
m Manchester and Liverpool The Lord Mayors of 
Manchester and Cf-estec also gave luncheon and 
dinner respect^ively to him and the British Counc3 
held a civic reception m Liverpo-)! where th citys 
Lord Mayor welcomed Sir Az'z-ul-Haquc who diinng 
bis three days tour made a score of speeches* striking 
a note of independence and frankness. 

At the Bntish Counc3 reception in Liverpool the 
Lord Mayor observed ”Sir Aziz'ul-Haque s must be 
a formidable task in representing a country like India 
where tbe people pro^e«s so many religions and speak 
80 manv languages — something like two hundred 

Th Hich Commissioner was quick m his reply 
and -Tud “Ye Indii has differences but whit cofintry 
in th? world H without its differences ? Ours i« a vast 
country and therefore it is natural that we shoud 
have many languages but please remember Indians 
an: essentially a united people despite their many 
languages and creeds 

Sir Artzml-Haque frankly told roe : I a® 
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n»»?thpr a Hindu nor a Mus' m. I am here as an Indian 
to represent India. It has become a fashion in this 
c< untry, he added, to describe India as the land of 
diverse creeds, races and lan^uaflrs. Be he the 
S-'cretary of State speaking in the Commons or the 
Lord Mayor, this fact of India’s diversity is dinned 
into the listener's ears.” 
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